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Australia’s 


Olympic dream 


By John Economos 


sporting 
facing first up, 
Italy. 


Injuries to his 
Em 


From Melbourne fast night, Blanco stated to ABSW: “Brett is 
fine and @ scan done on Hayden shows everything is also okay 
there most thankfully.” 

Central marker and Derby County-based Con Blatsis, has 
Pulled out-of the maich against lly after sustsining 2 thigh 
injury in his last match in England before flying out to 
Melbourne. 


It's now anticipated that Simon Colosimo and Stephen 
Laybutt could pair up as the twin markers with Foxe being the 
lateral defender. 

Questioned on his thoughts of the Italians, Blanco stated: 
_ This is going to be an encounter where we must be at our very 
best. 


“We will be playing without any doubt, one of the World's 
Tichest nations in Soccer, 

“7 firmly believe that we have a team that is able to prove a 
point,” stressed Blanco. 

Spirit within the Australian squad rocketted over the weekend, 
With the most eagerly awaited arrival of $18 million crack-strik- 
cr, Mark Viduka and industrious midfield enforcer, Josip Skoko. 
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Marco Tardelli: Coach of the Hallan Olympic team 
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Re championship winning grand final against 
ISSUE NO. 1000 [' Carlton three seasons ago. 
~Published every Tuesday, by : ‘After two seasons with Perth Glory and a 
FL. PRESS Sar three-month trial at English club Bolton 
5-13 Garners Ave., 


Wanderers, Boutsianis said he was happy to 
Marrickville NSW 2204 


be back in his home-town. 
TELEPHONE 


“I'm going to sign,” Boutsianis said. 
ae is “T'm looking forward being back at South. 
(editorial and general enquiries) 
Tel: (02) 9562 0559 


I wanted to be back home again and be part 
& of a championship winning team. 
Tel: (02) 9562 0565 mab had two good seasons at Perth, but 
(advertising) playing under (new South coach) Micky 
Tel: (02) 9744 6984 
or 
Tel: (02) 9562 0559 


Petersen was an incentive to return,” 
Boutsianis said. 

Meanwhile, South captain Paul Trimboli, 
also recovering from a knee operation, said 


(editorial, advertising and general 


enquiries) 
(02) 9550 9332 or (02) 9564 1224 


MAILING ADDRESS 
P.O, 155, Marrickville NSW 1475 
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Sylvia Marinos 
Phone: (02) 9562 0575 
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on Boutsianis is expected to sign Said. 

for South Melbourne this week. Despite competing in the inaugural 

Recovering from surgery on bis world cup for clubs against such world 
right knee, Boutsianis is confident he can giants as Manchester United, Trimboli 
renew his attacking role at his former believed, “We stillunderachieved last sea- 
club this coming season, son”. 


EDITOR By Graham Cooke 
Vince Battiato Jormer Australian and Canberra 
Raiders rugby league coach Don 
Sie wie. Furner is an enthusiastic convert 
to soccer - working at Bruce Stadium as 
STAFF WRITER a volunteer during the Olympic Games 

Danie} Giorelando, period. 

LAYOUT/SETTING “Pm on the retired list these days, but 
Mary Quartly, Alamita Vea when J heard they were looking for volun- 


CORRESPONDEN: teers for the soccer I jumped at the 


chance,” he says. 
Bert van Bedaf (Melbourne editor). cera ch 4 
‘Allan Crisp (Adelaide) ‘This is the Olympic Games, and as 


Glenn Davis (Brisbane), soon as I knew we were going to get some 


Gas rider Wollaeeaen) of there, [thought it would be great to be 
Richard Kreider (Perth, involved. 
Graham Cooke (Canberra), “{’m for all sports. Obviously rugby 
Joe Russo. ssyainey) league is my first love, but I’ve sat up late 
ke Roy Hay (victoria) at night watching soccer - Manchester Don Furner: Loves the soccer. 
neg Danvers (Newcastle) United, Liv 1 Brazil,,.’ve seen the 
Mark Stavroulakis (Sydney) nited, Liverpool, Brazil...'ve seen "N° ty has accepted ati invitation to coach the 
Aes See finest teams play, and how couldn't You Fan national team at the Rugby League 
8 ETM PLANNING fails appresie ere World Cup in England at the end of next 


Nick Philips “They can do a lot with their feet that 
‘our fellows can’t do with their hands.” 
PHOTOGRAPHY For the last couple of months Furner 
Allspon has taken time off from the golf course 
and is now firmly established as the assis- 
DIS) tant yenue staffing manager at Bruce, 
2 handing out the meal vouchers and gener- 
FLP Pry nee eee. Ave, ally trying to keep people happy. 
Marrickville NSW 2204. “Pi here through the week and all day 
Tel: (02) 9562-0500 on Sundays, and on match nights it will be 
all day and into the evening,” he says. “T 
ab PUAN eS think it’s worthwhile when I see the vol- 
78 Gipps Street, oar 
Callingwood. 4066. unteers and how enthusiastic they are. 
Tel; (03).9486-9522 "We are the off-field team which is 
Fax: (03) 9486-9858, making things happen, and I am proud to 
be a part of it.” 
Not that he has ever properly retired. 
He can never resist the call to help out & 
focal clubs in difficulties and mostrecent- 42s Pere: 


KNIGHTS SIGN NEW STRIKER 


Eindhoven in Hoiland’s second division 

oe rae Sedat as and has looked impressive on video, 

jelbourne Knights according 10 Knights coach Vlado Vanis. 

signed a Portuguese striker from “t watched him on a couple of tapes and 

Holland, looks Vai 

The vis EE Too ieee ter excellent. He looks sharp,” Vanis 

expected to arrive in Melbourne on Friday “He knows how to score and has excel- 

jn readiness for the second round of the Jent control of the ball. We'll just have to 

‘Tynan-Eyre Cup on Saturday, ‘see how be survives in Australian soccer,” 
Dacosta has been playing fOr ~ hye <aid. 


helping out with their league over there,” 
he says. “I am a firm believer that if 
league is to prosper we must do more to 
help the smaller nations who still play the 
game.” 

Furner agrees that Canberra Cosmos 
coach Tom Sermanni will have a tough 
time attracting players to a bottom club. 
“Pm supportive of Tom and the 
Cosmos because the National Capital 
should be represented in these competi- 
tions. It’s terribly disappointing when you 
see young, talented players, in whatever 
sport, having to head off to Sydney and 
Melbourne because there are no opportu- 


iON 
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E-MAIL | i ae 
(editorial advertising and general enquires * : o iis looking forward to the coming sea- 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com : coat oe eer 
ABSW’s new Emai Con Boutsianis: Set to sign with The team is getting their energy back 
soccer*oforeignianguage.« Souths. after last season. The last three years have 
———_—<——, been pretty intense and finishing 10th last . 
FACSIMILE By Bert van Bedaf season did not sit well with the team,” he 


be ABSW’s new email: soccer 


ell, only nine months ago the (pages N&1 

world celebrated the new One last time on the eve of the 
millenium and this week we cele- games, ABSW wishes Blanco and 
brate a millenium of our own. his troops the very best for Gold. 

Congratulations to us! 1000 edi- 
tions! And what luck that it falls on Te Greek Australian Sporting 
the eve of the Olympic Games in Hall of Fame was announced 
Sydney. last week and we have a special 

This is a bumper issue of ABSW colour pictorial of the big event in 
with a special section dedicated to this weekis centre pages. 

ABSWis past 20 years. 

Youill find a look back at the past Te Bill Tumer Cup has also 
editors and our current crew on drawn to a close with the win- 
page 9 as well as a feature length _ ners being decided. There is a dou- 
story on Soccer Weekly stalwart ble page special wrap on the trophy 
John Economos on page 11. on pages 18 & 19. 

There is a full nostalgic look at 
ABSWis from years gone by on R= seems to be in all the 
pages 24 & 25 as well. Jately, He was the cata- 

We hope you enjoy our trip down lyst for the Brazilians{ 4-0 victory 
memory lane. cover Marconi (page 9) and is the 

subject of a massive transfer move 
lbs also like to take this opportuni- _ to Italy (page 3). 

ty to thank every Journalist, pho- 
tographer, contributor, employee nd finally, one last word on the 
and reader of ABSW over the past Olympic games. All of 
20 years. No edition would ever Melbourne please get out and make 
have been possible without all of life as difficult as possible for the 
the above over many years. ABSW _ Italians on Wednesday night. This 
looks ahead with anticipation at is the biggest event Melbourne has 
1000 more. staged since the 1956 Games fi 

yesOit is bigger than the AFL grand 
Olympic Games have finally final! Letis support our boys and 
arrived and coach Blanco can create the cauldron atmosphere that 
finally start worrying about football the MCG is famous for. 
instead of injuries. We take an in- Go Australia! 
depth view of every team with a 
comprehensive look at potentially Ed. 
our first medal-winning team 


Cosmos hold US 
feam to 0-0 


a training match at Ainslie Oval. 
It was a remarkable performance from 
. 5 the Cosmos in their first game since sur- 
fter difficult weeks of steering mounting financial problems. 
the club to survival, Canberra A side hastily put together by coach 
A Cosmos chairman Danny — Tom Sermanni, who himself had to take a 
Moulis was delighted to receive two bits few hours off from his job as SOCOG's 
of good news within hours of each other technical director in Canberra, played 
on Sunday. 2 with strength and purpose. 

First the Cosmos’ newly constituted Despite being caught several times by 
youth team-brought off a win in the inau- the speedy US forwards, a defence ably 
gural ACT open six-a-side toumament, marshalled by captain Robbie Hooker, 
beating favourite Canberra Deakin 5-1 in plus an outstanding display by goalkeeper 
the final. P . ‘Angelo Konstantinou, denied the 

And that evening the club’s seniorteam — Arrericans a breakthrough. 


held the United States Olympic side 0-0 in 


By Graham Cooke 


‘t looks a hopeless case, but the 
Melbourne company charged 
with re-laying the turf at 
Bruce Stadium are confident a 
surface will be in place that will 
satisfy FIFA and SOCOG offi- 
cials. This picture was taken just 
12 days before the opening match- 
es - Australia y Germany in the 
women’s competition and United 
Bruce Stadium 12 days before the Se ee 
games. 


@foreignlanguage.com.au 
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Ronaldihno: $45 million ma. 


By John Economos and electricity. pounded by his large and wide 


‘ngredients that only teams striding raids, enables this little 
a: dynamic 20-year- {0m Brazil, over many decades, Brazilian ace marksman to easily 


haye managed to notoriously gen- slice past defenders. 


Renaldinho, vas eon eTHe With monotonous regaty. Fans after the match raced 
One of the seen scaghe, Agu the fans were no; going arourd behind Marcon’s main 
Sher raya lat Sunday aner, 10 be disappointed, Grandstand to get near Brazil's 
a etibe Marconi Stavumby The drums were beating out team bus. 
waaine fans ctaet ott Lan American thythm. However $.0.C.0.G. had 
Ferns Tae atin mater The Marconi pitch looked most erected portable wire. security 


aguutMacant rage, aving been returfed fa fe i sae te re B h Ci t C b 
pi eS OCOG. seal off the entire back area where st 

a ee ae Ga ae tke The game kicked off and the the etn bus was parked ankstown Ui 9 0S 
: Brazilians went straight to" The slimly built striker 


as they started to entertain, Ronaldinho, saw a group of ador- Super Youth & Super Cadet League Trials 


here, back heelers there, twisting ing fans clinging to the wire fene~ 


12,000 plus excited fans crammed 
into the Stadium, hungrly seeking 
to be entertained by large doses of 


ani Sovcecndat an¢ turning past defenders ing and calling out his name, Calm 
Si cestoaaeet a roncemed _, Swddenly Brazil hit the front as a cucumber, the eversmiling | Bankstown City Cubs, a joint venture between 
what the score would be after 99 vDUBH. that skinny bts cor ABSW sel ale ae Bankstown Amateur Soccer Association and 
What was of paramount impor- _, The Gremio superstar striker, where he touched the fans and Bankstown City Lions Soccer Club, will be 
tance was for the hungry Soocer (Ronaldinho), carently valu st Signed some AHORA holding trials for season 2001 as follows: 
z ; : 5 million by two Ttaian gin ‘ter spending a few minutes 
Ronalaihno: Brazil's deadly, but extremely friendly, fn to be uenty inetd wih A na chatting with them through the 


Olympic Games striker. esi d2 So eDIcie| Se Tet ares scored taste gcallee fence)andtaitaelaniacembat oh Trials Dates: 


for Brazil large number of members of the 
= On The Park Hotel at East! More Brazilian’ magic was TRG. standing around, Under 14, 15 & 17 Sept 12 & 14 
‘not only asa player, butalsoas = Melbourne. unfolded as Ronaldinho exploded Ronaldinho casually turned to 
‘anion with his extraordinary After Italy, “Australia faces | with creativity 10 easily set up make his way back to his team- Under 11, 12 & 13 Sept 13 & 15 
baeees Nieeria this Sanirday (1608) at] Ceovanni to nail the target. mates on the bus. 


caer, NR Marcon 0-Brail 2. Ashe slowly again walked past All trials will be held at 
"The training sessions real- the Sydney Football Stadium. | "Ty. 'tns were ecstatic as they  ABSW to climb on the bus, 


Blanco went on fo state: 5 s . 
‘Since these two players came 1Y, SbaTbSd up with theit, also at 5pm, wee now geting their fies’ nd Ronaldinho’ skinny detskimed | OP WELLE PARK 


2 e (Vidui und Skoko's } arrival,” Australia's fast miatch in} in large doses, that sent ther blood face cracked open into a massive 

into: the camp, % has been 3 most pleased and gratified  Group.A will be against CON-| racing wih excitement ancjoy. smile, as if to say: “I's no big YAGOONA 

jecreSag! than a pros OF - Blanco confessed. CACAF champions, Honduras | _ Ronaldinho's extremely slen- deal those fans were ust great and commencing at 5.00pm 
air, especially after so 


an der frame, completely camou- — goodto see.” 
many players had dropped out Be hase ee nee pep sacle ‘ala flages the explosive power of He's 20 years old and already 


- 23 = ‘leratic ll as his hig palued the Ei an soare 5 
merren neslormerS gc disaenon athena 8pm era Mela Seq: Plone F600 6267 
* His elastic body swerves, com- He’s the $45 million kid. 


LIVE — OLYMPIC FOOTBALL ON C7’S 


C7 — Your choice. Your ticket to the Olympic 


¢?7 OLYMPi¢cs C7 CAMI 


Saturday 16 September —Day1 Saturday 16 September — Day1 
17:30. Women — Australia vy Sweden — UVE 22:00 Men — Italy v Honduras 
20:00 Men — Australia v Nigeria — LIVE Sunday 17 September — Day2 


qT y 19s ben —pay3 07:30 Men — USA v Cameroon 


17:30 Women — Australia v Brazil — LIVE ECD ips vies tesliemaeico Sone SEE 
20:00 Men — Australia v Honduras — LIVE Tuesday 19 September —Day 4 
Sunday 24 September — Day 9 07:30 Men — Spain v Chile 
17:30 q Women Semi Final sé —UVE 21:30 Men — Italy v Nigeria 
Wednesday 20 September —Day5 
Tuesday 26 September — Day 11 17:30 Women — USA v Nigeria —LIVE 
20:00 Men Semi Final —LUVE 22:30 Men — Brazil v Japan 
Thursday 28 September — Day 13 Maso be? 
17:00 | Women Bronze Medal — LIVE 07:00 Man 22 Slovakian GoussAiics. 
Friday 29 September — Day 14 Saturday 23 September — Days 
07:00 Women Gold Medal 20:00 Men Qtr Final — LIVE 
20:00 Men Bronze Medal — LIVE 22:00 Men Qtr Final 
% : ’ 23:30 Men Qtr Final 
Sunday 24 September —Day3 


06:30 Men Qtr Final 
Tuesday 26 September — Day 11 
Sunday 1 October — Day 16 22:00 Men Semi Final 

11:00 Women Gold Medal Sunday 1 October — Day 16 
08:30 Men Gold Medai 


Complete matches, non stop coverage, with up to three matches a day. 
C7 — Your ticket to the Olympic Football. 


To Order the C7 Olympic Package Call Now 


AUSTAR 132 492 

FOXTEL 131 999 
OPTUS 1300 720 091 
ACCESS 1 1300 550 220 


SUBSCRIBE NOW FOR ONLY $76.95 
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The Good Oil ... The Good Oil ... 


IGERIAN Olympic 
Official, Bolaji Ojo- 
Oba, upon arriving in 
Adelaide last week with his 
current Gold Medal hold- 
ing team, and exhibiting 
immense humility, shot off 
his mouth to the media by 
stating: “Australia want to 
do well and will do its best 
to upstage the defending 
champions (Nigeria). 
“J think we're ready. 
“We're not worried 
about the Australians.” 
Great stuff Bolaji. 
Great to hear you said 
that, 


Brett Emerton: 
Australia’s Olympic 
captain, 


‘Good Oil’ __ firmly 
believes that such a bold 
arrogant statement like 
yours is just what Raul, 
Brett and the Aussie lads 
really wanted to hear. 

Such Nigerian public 
arrogance must surely be 
worth, at the very least, a 
goal start to Raul Blanco’s 
team come this Sunday 
when the two sides clash in 
Sydney. 


ILAUDIO CANOSA, 

the former Gippsland 
Falcons’ giant centre-back, 
now in the official role as the 
Australian Olympic video 
analyst, brought some very 
much needed laughter into 
the Australian training camp 
in Melbourne. 

Tensions in recent days 
have rapidly been building 
up within the Australian 
squad for tomorrow’s first 
Olympic match against Italy 
at the M.C.G. 

The Hilton Hotel where 
the Australian Olympic team 
is based, now resembles a 
fortress. 


Claudio Canosa: A big 
Splash for the 
Australian Olympic 
team. 


Stacked with security on 
every floor and at every exit 
and entrance, the atmosphere 


has intensified so much that 
some nerves are starting to 
strain. 

So it was absolutely mag- 
nificent for the Australian 
players at a recent Australian 
training session, when 
Canosa’s towering figure, all 
decked out with his new 
Nike Olympic gear, suddenly 
slipped at a training ground. 

Big Claudio went hurtling 
down a 20 foot embankment 
“A over T’ and came to a 
grinding halt right into a pool 
of thick mud. 

With his brand new Nike 
gear now totally saturated, 
the giant Claudio slowly but 
surely scrambled back up the 
embankment with mud drip- 
ping off him. 

‘The Australian lads in uni- 
son just cracked up with 
much needed laughter that 

broke down all tensions, but 
left poor old Claudio just a 
little from being impressed, 
ecco 
RE MADRID’s pres- 
ident Senior 
Florentino Perez was 
squealing to the media last 
week about the Club’s 
financial dire straits it finds 
itself in today. 

Some $ 430 million in the 

red, 
How on Earth does this 
man really expect to pro- 
voke any sympathy from 
the Soccer public? 


Figo: $96 million now 
causing hiccups 
for Real, 


When he’s firing off 
mega buying bids like the 
$96 million he blasted 
recently to buy Portugal 
ace, Figo, (just a player, not 
a multi-levelled modern 
building in Collins street, 
Melbourne), that’s when he 
should’ye been worrying. 
Not now. 

The same principle 
applies to many of our own 
NSL clubs. 

They commit themselves 
into paying transfers they 
can ill afford, or even 
extending ludicrous and 
exorbitant contracts to 


‘SW SUPER 

LEAGUE’s _ brilliant 
goalkeeper Fernando Greco, 
one of Blacktown City’s 
recent Grand Final heroes, 
parted company with the 
“Red and Blacks’. 

It’s believed that the 
super-talented 26-year-old 
custodian is about to sign 


with, ironically, this season’s 
Grand Final _osers, 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles. 


Fernando Greco: 
Blacktown City’s ‘ 
keeper moving to 
Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles. 


N i ‘ARCONI last Sunday 

oon in its exhi- 
bition match against the 
Brazilian Olympic team, 
fielded their latest triallist, 
burly Queensland striker 
Royce Brownlie. 


Royce Brownlie: » 
Marconi’s latest triallist. 


With almost 20 minutes 
left of play, Marconi’s 
coach Eddie Krneevic 
threw the 19-year-old 
Brisbane Lions’ goalscorer 
into the fray. 

Not at all overawed by 
the highly illustrious and 
athletic 
Brownlie did very well and 
it is understood he pleased 
Krncevie with his display. 

The Queenslander was 
rushed down from 
Brisbane on Sunday morn- 
ing to turn ont for Marconi. 

eccee 


HE AUSTRALIAN 

OLYMPIC team is not 
the only side staying at the 
Hilton On the Park on 
Wellington Parade in Bast 
Melbourne. 
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Hayden Foxe: Australia’s fabulous libero. 


The Womens’ Olympic 
Soccer squads from Brazil, 


Sweden and World 
Champions the USA are also 
based at the Hilton. 

No real big deal here. 

However, last week Marco 
Tardelli’s Italian Men’s team 
also lobbed into the Hilton, 

Almost immediately a 
‘Cold War’ of deathly silence 
was ignited between the 
European Champions and the 
Australians. 

The vigorous “Vegemites" 
have taken up the 10th floor 
of the Hilton almost to them- 
selves. 

The Italian Olympic squad 
set up their headquarters on 
the eighth level. 

The Italians who arrived at 
the Hilton with a massive 
contingent, are reported to be 
most aloof whenever cross- 
ing paths with the Australian 
players. 

Frosty looks are cast 
between the respective play- 
ers and some of the coaching 
staff, in either the lobby or in 
the elevators. 

Included in the Italian 
contingent, are no less than 
THREE ‘video analysts’. 

eoce 


wis: (most unfor- 
tunately), Australia 
has experienced some 
unashamedly ‘prima 
donna’ players that have 
unforgivably refused to 
play in the current 
Olympics, we on the other 
hand really do have some 
very special, World class 
players, that are proudly 
prepared to die for the 
‘Green and Gold’. 

Three of the most glar- 
ing examples have to be 
Australia’s current three 
‘Over aged’ (over 23 years) 
players, lethal striker 
Mark Viduka, industrious 
midfielder Josip Skoko and 
dazzling left mobile wing- 
back, Stan Lazaridis. 

From the moment these 
three senior and experi- 
enced Olympic players 
lobbed into the Australian 


training camp in 
Melbourne, all three have 
embraced the younger 
members of the squad, 

With ‘zero egos’, there’s 
not a single thing that all 
three ‘seniors’ won’t do for 
the Australian team. 

All three are constantly 
mixing, talking to the 
younger ones, joking, 
advising them etc. 

No problems whatsoever. 

‘Take Leeds United’s ‘V’ 
Bomber, (Viduka), as a 
prime example. 

Since arriving in 
Melbourne late last week, 
almost at every training 
session, or inside the Hilton 
Hotel, Police and security 
personnel, have been 
repeatedly requesting the 
$18 million goal-ace to 
autograph a Soccer shirt, a 
ball or piece of paper. 

“Sure, no problem pal,” 
is Viduka’s prompt and 
standard reply. 

One of ‘Good Oil’s’ spies 
stated to this column last 
night: “This bloke 
(Viduka) is just a magnifi- 
cently natured kid. 

“He's a super star over- 
seas, yel so easy going, 
down to earth and so 
strongly proud in wearing 
the Australian shirt, 


tles for the kids, a large BBQ, 
a tiver of drinks, plus three 
games which were played: 
‘Scotland vs Australia’ at 
noon, followed by ‘Rangers 
vs Celtic’ and finally the 
Merseyside-massacre, 


‘Liverpool vs Everton’. 


Alex Robertson: 
Former international 
‘sweeper. 


Alex Robertson’s super 
organising committee for the 
past two months showed 
tenacity, excellent efficiency 
plus extreme diligence in 
their task whilst planning the 
five huge and various func- 
tions that raised urgently 
needed funds for their former 
playing team-mate, the leg- 
endary, now seriously ill, 
Joey Watson. 

Mr Robertson and your 


Mark Viduka: Top class player and really top 
class guy. 


“Just fantastic. 
“And as far as Stan 
(Lazaridis) and Josip 


(Skoko) are concerned, 
they’re the same. Very 
friendly, very approach- 
able and easy. 

“Nothing is a problem 
for them. It seems that 
nothing is a big deal other 
than playing for 
Australia,” he informed. 

That’s why all three are 
stars and real winners, 

Humility comes from 
within, 

[t's a quality that can’t 
be bonght in a chemist shop 
or cultivated. 

Australia will always be 
very, very proud of you 
guys. 


eoee 
LAST of the five 
‘Joe Watson Fund-rais- 
ers,’ was staged last Sunday 
as a real ‘Family Day’ at 
Jellicoe Park, Pagewood. 
‘There were jumping cas- 


“Memy Men’, take a huge 
bow. 

Your fund-raising efforts 
have been nothing short of 
just magnificent, 

ecee 


YDNEY OLYMPIC on 

Sunday September 
17th, will play a charity 
match against Canterbury 
Marrickville at Lambert 
Park on Marion Street, 
Leichhardt, to assist in 
raising urgently needed 
funds for a 16 year old ath- 
lete that earlier this year 
suffered a serious injury. 

A young Novocastrian 
gymnast, sustained horrific 
injury whilst at training 
Tast April. 

The teenager fell awk- 
wardly whilst coming off 
the ‘bars’ and suffered a 
yery serious injury that has 
left him a paraplegic. 

Due to most Sydney 
grounds being out-of- 
action, (either through 


undergoing re-turfing or 
booked out by S.0.C.0.G. 
as training venues for the 
Olympics), this charity 
match will be played at 
Lambert Park on Marion 
street at Leichhardt this 
Sunday. 

Ifyou have nothing to do 
on Sunday afternoon, why 
not wander over to 
Lambert Park and see this 
exhibition match. 

Players from both teams, 
the referee plus linesmen 
and all officials, have kind- 
ly donated their services 
for the afternoon free of all 
fees. 

Please help them to help 
the 16 year old Newcastle 
lad. 


Admission charge is just 
$10:00, with all proceeds 
going to the seriously 
injured teenager. 


Troy Halpin: Sydney 
Olympic’s new midfield 
signing. 


Sydney Olympic vs 
Canterbury Marrickville, 
this Sunday, September 
17th. 

Kick off 4.pm. 

Please make the effort. 

BE THERE. 

eco 

LUB MARCONI last 

week paid no less than 
$20,000 to have the Brazilian 
Olympic team fly down from 
Brisbane to play an exhibi- 
tion match against Marconi 
last Sunday afternoon. 

Although admission was 
free, the promoter 
S.0.C.0.G. would not allow 
Marconi to sell any food or 
drinks within the Stadium. 

And if that wasn’t strin- 
gent enough, every single 
advertising signage inside 
the Stadium surrounding the 
playing pitch, had to be com- 
pletely and totally covered 
by hundreds of metres of 
blue plastic sheeting. 

One hour before kick-off, 
the gates were ordered to be 
closed with just under 12,500 
inside the ground and with 
another 1,500 __ outside 
refused further entry. 

Brazil, as expected, over- 
whelmed a jaded Marconi 
side with two goals in the 
first half, (Ronaldinho, 
Geovanni), whilst second 
half substitute Lucas added 
the final two. 

A tired but gallant 
Marconi who was kept score- 
less by Brazil, had played 
two matches in the previous 
72 hours in the Newcastle 
Challenge tournament, 


(which they won), Marconi 
played against Sydney 
Olympic last Thursday and 
then Newcastle in the Final 
last Saturday afternoon. 
Starring for Marconi 
against Brazil, was 24-year- 
old. goalkeeper David Aceski 
who filled in for first team 
goalie, Michael Turnbull 
absent on national duty in 
Melbourne = with ~— the 
Australian Olympic squad. 
As well, Aceski starred 
for Marconi in the Newcastle 
Challenge Tournament Final 
the previous day, stopping no 
Tess than three penalties in 


the ‘shoot-out decider’ 
against the Newcastle 
Breakers. 


w 


a 


BRESCIA 


URNITURE 


David Aceski: 
Marconi’s goalie, best 
against Brazil. 


e00e 
‘ANDERELY LUX- 
EMBURGO, 
Brazil’s Olympic coach, 
last Sunday straight after 
the exhibition game against 
Marconi, at the Marconi 
Stadium, agreed with 
$.0.C.0.G.’s security to 
briefly meet the media, but 
only near the fence in a 
cordoned off area, and not 
inside the main Grand 
Stand where Marconi has a 

Conference Room. 

So out of the Media 
Room we all quickly 
scrambled to get down- 
stairs to the rendezvous 
spot at the steel fence in 
front of the Grand Stand. 

What a huge mistake by 
‘Good Oil’ who just want- 
ed to get near and listen to 
the brilliant but brazen 
Brazilian boss, through a 
translator. 

Problem No 1 was the 
massive task of penetrating 
to get through an army of 
Police security, including 
the T.R.G. 

Once into the cordoned 
off area, ‘Good Oil’ quick- 
ly showed good ‘positional 
play’ by making a. bee-line 
for the fence. 

‘Made it. Front row in 
fact. Can’t miss a thing 
now’, one foolishly to him- 
self muttered. 

What ‘Good Oil’ totally 
failed to gauge, or even 
expect, was the enormity 
and ruthlessness of mem- 
bers of the South American 
media, (both electronic and 
print), that had attended 
the Marconi Stadium . 

There were at least 30 of 
them, including seven with 
shoulder-hoisted and 


strapped t.v. cameras. 

As soon as Luxemburgo 
veered from the pitch and 
headed for the fence, 
instantly the South 
American media scrum 
rudely and __ physically 
surged forward crashing 
all in front of them. 

‘Good Oil’ included. 

‘Good Oil’ was just less 
than a foot away from 
Luxemburgo when all of a 
sudden this huge, very 
beefy and heavily 
whiskered t.y. cameraman, 
(possibly a Brazilian cousin 
of Glenn Lazarus), arro- 
gantly powered forward 
like a wild bull to get a 
clearer and closer shot of 
the Brazilian boss. 

In so doing, he slammed 
his massive body into 
‘Good Oil’, not only heavi- 
ly and painfully crushing 
your humble columnist up 
against the steel fence, but 
simultaneously followed up 
with a heavy left elbow 
smash to the side of the 
Jaw, whilst tightly gripping 
his camera unit saddled 
across his left shoulder. 

Gasping for oxygen, 
‘Good Oil’ yelled at the 
‘Brazilian Lazarus’ to back 
off. 


man, but as a front-rower 
to replace his retiring 
cousin from the Canberra 
Raiders. 
eo0e 

IHE SEVEN NET- 

WORK which has the 
exclusive rights to the 
Olympic Games, has drafted 
in SBS’ ace match commen- 
tator Paul Williams to call 


Paul Williams: Calling 
games for Seven at 
Olympics. 


Wanderley Luxemburgo: 


‘Good Oil’s’ desperate 
pleas not only fell on deaf 
ears, but seemed to signal 
to this ‘electronic media 
pig’ to use his powerful 
body to surge even further 
forward to gain an extra 
few vantage centimetres. 

The Sydney Morning 
Herald’s towering lead 
Soccer writer, Michael 
Cockerill, also became 
entangled in a verbal volley 
of words with ‘Lazarus’ 
who instantly hit back with 
a staccato of heated words, 
but all in Portuguese. 

There was violence right 
there, for all to see, includ- 
ing nine members of the 
T.R.G. who stood very 
nearby and watched this 
most alien, (in Australia 
that is), behaviour, by visit- 
ing members of the elec- 
tronic media. 

Meanwhile ‘Lazaras’ 
would be far better off, 
should he one day return 
from Brazil to Australia, to 
come back not as a camera- 


Brazil’s Olympic coach. 


tomorrow night's, 
(Wednesday), first match 
Australia ys Italy, Live at 
8:00pm direct from the 
MCG. 

However the Network’s 
Rugby Union expert, Gordon 
Bray, has also been assigned 
to call some Soccer matches 


PRIVATE 


GOALKEEPER 
COACH 


Ex-professional player 
Available for Open Ages 
English & Argentinian 
methods 


Carlos Garin 0409 082 171 


at the Olympics. 

Heavens help Bray, (obvi- 
ously not conversant with 
Soccer names), when the 
time comes for him to call 
games involving the current 
Gold Medal holders, the 
Nigerians. 


HE AUSTRALIAN 

OLYMPIC team has 
an efficient system of fines 
in operation at their train- 
ing camp in the Hilton 
Hotel in Melbourne. 

Any squad member that 
does something goofy, odd, 
or is late for training or 
dinner, promptly gets 
slammed with a $20:00 
fine, 
Instigator of the fine sys- 
tem concept was none 
other than quality sweeper 
Hayden Foxe. 

Enforcer and collector of 
the fines is, Hayden Foxe. 


Hayden Foxe: Has all 
bases covered. 


The ‘kitty’ already has 
reached the lucrative sum 
of $800:00. 

And which player to 
date has been fined most 
often? 

Yep, you’ve got it. 
Hayden Foxe. 
Ld 


ARCO TARDELLI, 
Italy's coach of the 
Olympic team, still relishes 
the precious and most glori- 
ous memories of when he 
was part of the national team 
that won the World Cup in 
1982 in Spain. 

Tt was Tardelli in fact that 
scored Italy’s second goal 
that sent West Germany 
hurtling to a 3-1 defeat. 

Now in Melbourne 
preparing his young Olympic 
squad to do battle tomorrow 
night, (Wednesday), against 


Australia at the MCG. 
Tardelli stated over the 
week-end: 

“Ttaly in past Olympics 
has always been serious, but 
never got the required 
results. 

“At the Barcelona Games 
we started off really well 
then went bad,” Tardelli 
recalled. 

The former World Cup 
victor then — suddenly 
switched to the present. 

“T just hope that on 
Wednesday night at the 
MCG. Italy is able to show 
the form that we showed ear- 
lier this year in Bratislava 
where we won the European 
Championship. 

“Australia, eyen without 
Okon and Kewell, is well 
organised and have the big 
advantage of playing at 
home. 

“Australia’s squad, has 
great character. 

“On Wednesday night in 
front of 95,000 spectators, of 
which many will be Italian 
Australians, we must show 
them that we are very seri- 
ous,” stated Tardelli. 


Marco Tardelli: Italy’s 
Olympic coach. 


When questioned which 
nations he rates as favourites 
in the Olympics, he quickly 
came back with: 

“Brazil, Nigeria and the 
Czech Republic,” Tardelli 
ended. 


WHITE EAGLES 


SOCCER CLUB 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 


Will be conducting trials for it’s Youth and Cadet 
League on the following dates and times: 


Saturdays 7th, 14th, 2ist and 28th October, 2000 


Under 11s 
Under 12s 
Under 13s 


12.00noon 
2.00pm 
4.00pm 


Sundays 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th October, 2000 


Under 14s 
Under 15s. 
Under 17s 


10.00am 
12.00noon 


2.00pm 
Also a Coach for U/13 team Is Required. 


Location of Trials: All trials will be conducted at the 
Serbian Centre Lot 13 Simpson Road, Bonnyrigg. 


For further Information contact the club’s secretary 
Jack Cirjanic Phone: 9823 7714 


REGIONAL SOCCER 
DEVELOPMENT CoACH — 
CENTRAL Coast 


Applications are sought from suitably quali- 
(fied soccer development coaches for the 
above position based on the Central Coast. 


Applicants should be experienced in coach, 
athlete and schools development, from the grass 
roots through to elite levels and hold a minimum 

qualification of Senior Licence (ACC level 2). 


The position is contracted through to January 
2002, after an initial 3 months probationary period. 


Applications should be forwarded by 
September 22, 2000 to: 


Mr Chris White 


for job 
description/selection criteria can be 
addressed to the above on 9629 2833. 


BLACKTOWN & DISTRICTS SOCCER FOOTBALL 
ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED 
P.O. BOX 253, DOONSIDE NSW 2767 


‘Venue: 


UNDER 13s 


1674 3057 


s: Mr Barry DAVIS Mob: 0407 072 735 


6: 
Invites Players for the 2001 Representative teams to Trial 
All Age men é& U/18 male will be posted here when announced 


BERT SAUNDERS Reserve 
KIATA Crescent, (Off KILDARE RD), Next to Featherdale DOONSIDE 


ALL AGE PREMIER 


‘Tues 10th October 7.00pm = Tus 17th October 7.00pm * Tuas 24th October 7.00pm 


UNDER 14s 


* Wed 4th October - 6.30pm 
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Friday, October 6. 


Sergi grab the award? 


(Metro Stars)? 


Trimboli, 


REWARDS FOR BEST 

outh Australia’s most coveted individual award, 

the Serg Melta Medal will be decided during a 
glittering evening at the Adelaide Festival Centre on 


Who will win the prize as the Smoke Free Premier 
League Player of The Year for season 20007 

Will leading goalscorer Michael Brooks become 
the first player to win the award twice, or will one of 
his Blue Eagles team-mates, Joe Cutillo or Frank 


Could big Les Matiscsak of Cumberland Foxes 
defy the odds by winning successive Melta Medals, 
after sharing last season’s top player award with John 
Fontanarosa (Croydon Kings) and Tony Scalzi 


Brad Armour (White City Woodville) also has the 
‘opportunity to win his second medal prize after snar- 
ing his first medal for that club in 1992. 

‘The invitations are out for the top three vote get- 
ters from each of the 12 Premier League clubs. 

Modbury Jets, the grand final runners-up have a 
trio of outstanding performers attending the gala 
occasion — Mark Yates, Duane Dobson and Jason. 


Yates and Dobson should be among the front run- 
ners, along with Steve DeGioviannello (Port Lion 
Pirates), Paul Simmons (Metro Stars) and Shaun 


season. 


By Allan Crisp 


Paul 


Cartwright, 


Karapetis. 


OFF THE CROSS! 


Plummer (Birkalla). 
Another highlight of the prestigious black tie 
affair will be the announcement of the State League 
Bob Telfer award winner. 
Both awards are yoted on by match officials on a 
3-2-1 basis during each game of the home and away 


MELTA MEDAL 


FINALISTS 


Ine Eagles: Michael Brooks, Joe Cutillo, Frank 
Sergi. Adelaide City Zebras: Michael 
Neil Childs, Lucas Pantelis. 
Campbelltown Red Devils: Paul Beltrame, Adam 
Perre, Jun Udagawa. Croydon Kings: Jamie Perin, 
Michael Pirone, Joel Porter. Cumberland Foxes: 
Les Matiscsak, Matt Villios, Robert Walczynski. 
Elizabeth City Rams: Mark Brazzale, Sam 
Farncombe, Aaron Westervelt. Modbury Jets: 
Duane Dobson, Jason Trimboli, Mark Yates. North 
East Metro Stars: Ric DeRosa, Vince Schimmizi, 
Simmons. 
DeGioviannello, Damian Harley, Fraser Keegan. 
Raiders: Justin Bralic, Lucio DaRocha, Billy 
West Torrens Birkalla: Dustie 
McGregor, Shaun Plummer, Kurt Wilkinson. White 
City Woodville: Brad Amour, Daniel Ferreira, 
Damian Stam. 


BOB TELFER MEDAL 


Port Lion Pirates: 


FINALISTS 


obras: Zeljko Bilandzic. Hills Hawks: Juan 
Rodriguez. Enfield Faleons: Mark Abraham. 
Noarlunga. Bulldogs: Justin Marsh. Northern 
Demons: Rick Cerracchio. Olympic FC: Steff 
Pappas. Para Hills Knights: Marc Woods. 
Panthers: Anthony Best. Port Pirie City: John 


WOLLONGONG NEWS 


By Otto Bader 


‘olves new home 

approved — the new turf 
is being rolled out at WIN 
Stadium and seyeral Wolves 
players plus Chairman Joe Cachia 
were there to investigate 

Captain Matt Horsley, strikers 
Scott Chipperfield and Stuart 
Young agreed with the new sur- 
face. The $1 million upgrade 
includes the installation of the 
Strathayr playing surface which 
is elmost complete. 

The surface is the same as the 
one at Stadium Australia, 
Parramatta Stadium and 
Hampden Park in Scotland, 
according to contractor and 
Strathayr director ‘Frank 
Casimaly, 

He said there were layers of 
sand and gravel below the turf, 
allowing for perfect drainage 
after heavy rain, there will be 
never any surface water and it is 
expected the turf will have settled 
well by the time the Wolves play 
their first game. 

anne 
‘orld Club Championship 
— The news received by 
General Manager Graeme Haney 
states that the Oceania qualifica- 
tion games have to be played in 
January 2000. 

FIFA demands nomination of 
the participating team by the end 
of January and that the toumna- 
ment be conducted between the 
8th and 18th of January 2000, the 
venue has not yet been deter- 
mined, hopefully in Australia. 

Tf that is the case the Wolves 
could be forced to play several 
double-headers, similar to South 


Melboume last year which is a 
tough task for the players. 

On the other hand if the side 
qualifies the reward is magnifi- 
cent, 

a 

‘olves U/16’s Grand Final 

— The young girls have 

made it to the Grand Final to be 
played this week under flood- 
lights at Berkeley Sports Ground. 

The U/21 Wolves Starlets were 
edged out in the Grand Final by 
Marconi in a penalty-shoot-out. 
The Wolves Junior presentation 
will be staged at the Fraternity 
club this week and all youngsters 
are to receive a momento of their 
season with the club. 

a 
| Freee Quote — At the 
lational Press Club address in 
Canberra recently a quote was 
made by the Federal Minister of 
Sport Ms Jackie Kelly regarding 
the Sydney Olympic games com- 
ing up. She said: “Soccer or prop- 
erly named Football attracts more 
Spectators than any other event of 
the games.” 
Li i 

‘olyes respect local soccer 

— at the recent Mawarra 
grand Final, held at Crehan Park, 
Cringila in front of over 4500 
spectators it was pleasing to 
know that several important 
guests from the NSL club attend- 
ed to honour the occasion. 

Wolves Chairman Joe Cachia 
plus directors Bruce Cunningham 
and Wally Boscoscura, General 
Manager Graeme Haney, Wolves 
coach Stuart Beedie plus striker 
Stuart Young were welcomed by 
the Soccer Association. 

Also special guests attended in 
local State MP David Campbell 


and Shellharbour City mayor Cec 
Glenholmes as well as major soc- 
cer sponsor and Illawarra Credit 
Union was represented with their 
Marketing Manager Colleen 
Butfield. 

Life members of the 
Association present were Bert 
Bampton, George Naylor, Tony 
McDonald, Barry Scott, John 
Walker, Harry Brown and Mrs 
Pat Brown and Mrs Mavies 
Naylor, 


a 
rt Kembla Grand Final 
Champion 2000 — In an all- 
out attack in the second half Port 
beat Wollongong Olympic 2-0. 

The supporters provided a 
colourful picture with Olympic 
also represented in the lower 
grade winning the reserve grade 
2-0 against Western Suburbs 
while West won the Youth grade 
2-1 in extra-time against 
Lysaghts, 

Soccer Illawarra was pleased 
with the day’s events, the first 
Grand Final not played at 
Brandon Park in six years. 

SEB 
drian Alston successful 
coach — Former Socceroo 
Adrian Alston, now coach of Port 
Kembla for the last eight seasons 
has signed on for another year. 

The club played under his 
guidance in the last six grand 
finals, winning four of them, they 
are one of the most successful 
teams in Illawarra in recent years 
and the foundations are in place 
to continue many more successful 
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Chile, Nigeria, Honduras and Morocco set to shine 
‘on SA’s purpose-built soccer facility, Hindmarsh 


Christopoulos. Salisbury Apaches: Trevor Elliott. 
Seaford Surfers: Scot Huybregts. Western 


Strikers: Roy Selinis, Stadium, 
And, the superbly refurbished Hindmarsh (even 
OLYMPIC SPIRIT FOR the concrete pavers have been polished) could host 
Brazil in a quarter-final, if it finishes second in its 
SA TEAM 


group. 


BROTHERS TO MOVE? 

Don’t be surprised if those many fella’s named 
Menechella (David, Daniel and Michael) switch 
shortly from Campbelltown City to Camden 
Reserve, where the under new management club, 
Birkalla have been casting envious eyes in the direc- 
tion of the talented trio, 


FORCE INTERESTED 
IN TEENS 


delaide City Force coach Zoran Matic trialled 
jorthem Spirit teenager James Monie during 
the 0-2 trial game loss to Perth Glory and was 
impressed with the 17-year-old striker, 
Local youngster Mario Karlovic, 16, also was a. 
success and has been asked to sign on the dotted line. 
Matic will wait until after a practice game against 
Marconi on September 24 before deciding if he 
should offer contracts to the latest Italian imports, 
Walter Dondoni and Fabrizio Bucciarelli. 


Te South Australian State team has delved deep 
to help visiting Olympic Games teams fine tune 
for international action. 

Under new interim coach Brenton Hiern and his 
assistant John Evans, the SA squad has volunteered 
and been accepted as a sparring partner for the 
‘Adelaide-based Olympic teams from Korea, 
Honduras, Spain and Nigeria. 

‘There is no shortage of experience in the local’ 
team with former Adelaide City men, Mark Yates, 
Michael Brooks, Carlo Talladira, Michael Pirone and 
Sam Barbaro joining ex-Adelaide Sharks players, 
Corey Artone, Bill Misailidis and Aaron Westervelt, 
plus former Collingwood midfielder Rick 
Cerracchio. 

For the record, the SA squad is — Artone, Brooks, 
Lino Sattin, Frank Sergi (Blue Eagles), Cerracchio 
(Northem Demons), Daniel Ferreira, Damian Stam, 
(White City), John Fontanarosa, Tony Scalzi, Paul 
Simmons, Talladira, Ben Moore (Metro Stars), Billy 
Karapetis (Raiders), Daniel Menechella, David 
Menechella, Michael Menechella (Campbelltown), 
Misailidis, Damian Harley (Port Lion), Rick 
Piotrowski, Pirone, Craig Woods, Sam Barbaro 
(Croydon Kings), Jason Trimboli, Yates, Robert 
Matosevic, Duane Dobson (Modbury), Westervelt 
(Elizabeth Rams), Evan Metanomski, Neil Childs 
(Adelaide Force). 


PLUM DRAW 


delaide reckons it has the pick of the Olympic 
.Games football draw with Italy, Spain, Korea, 


Allan Crisp can be heard on the SRP (1197) 
Breakfast Soccer Show each Tuesday from 


By Graham Cooke 


lutsal is 99 per cent certain of 

being included in the Athens 

Olympics, one of the game’s lead- 
ing figures says, 

FIFA Technical Director Vic Hermans, 
recognised as one of the world’s foremost 
educators in the sport, says it simply 
remains for FIFA and the Intemational 
Olympic Committee to cut a deal. 

“In 1996 there was agreement for 
‘women's soccer to enter the Olympics, $0 
itis a question of being patient,” he said. 
“You don’t change the world in a day. 

“Futsal is another football sport and 
the IOC needs time to consider it.” 

Hermans, who captained Holland to 
the final of the 1989 Futsal World Cup, 
‘and was named the international player of 
that year, is in Canberra working, with 
national coach Jim Roberts. 

Together they are preparing the 
Australian team for the World Cup in 
Guatemala from November 18 to 
December 3, 

“One of the problems Australia has, in 
common with many other countries 
around the world, is that there is no pro- 
fessional futsal league here,” he sai 


(left) and David Palywoda. 


“T have players in this camp who have 
difficulty in handling the full-time train- 
ing regime and consequently sustain 
injuries, 

“Training three evenings a week and 
then playing at the weekend is simply not, 
good enough if you want to compete at 
the highest level.” 

‘Australia opens its campaign in the 16- 
nation World Cup with a game against 
Costa Rica on November 19 followed by 
Croatia on the 21st and Russia on the 23rd 


— a group from which it could well 
advance to the next round. 

‘The squad from which the final 14 will 
be chosen is: Adam Confoy, Andrew 
Nolan, Brett Hewit, Darren Smith, Gavin 
O'Brien, Jamie Amendolia, Jason Wells, 
Jorge Suarer, Simon Keith (all NSW), 
Angelo Koastantinou, Daniel Macor, 
David Palywoda, Elia Salloum, Matt 
White, Scott Manson, Simon Aitchison, 
Gabi Exposito, Elliot Zwangobani (all 
ACT). 


oe 
Football Fever hits Canberra 

Football fever hits Canberra, nanan 
|| Despite concerns over the state of the eae - ae RS Vg % 
Bruce Stadium pitch, the Olympic 
booking office in Garema Place has 
been besieged with customers, with 
queues sometimes up to 50 metres 
long. 

It now seems tomorrow's opening 
double header will be close to a 
22,500 sell-out, beating the previous 
record of 17,000 for a soccer atten- 


dance in Canberra which has stood 
{for almost 20 years. 


TYNAN-EYRE CU 


Souths show new vigour 


By Bert van Bodat 


outh Melbourne made a con- 

fident start to its pre-season 

campaign with a 3-1 victory 
over Carlton in the Tynan-Eyre 
Cup last Sunday, 

The former national champion 
revealed a vigorous side that defeated 
asluggish Carlton on a soggy pitch at 
Kingston Heath Soccer Complex, the 
home ground of Victorian Premier 


League club Bentleigh Greens. 
In the second match, the 
Melbourne Knights came twice from 


behind to beat Eastern Pride, former- 
ly Gippsland Falcons, 3-2 in a 
dogged fight on a deteriorating pitch, 
suffering badly from a week of heavy 
rain. 

The Cup double header was 
attended by a record crowd of around 
2000 showing their appetite for 
national league club soccer before 
the siart of the Olympic matches, 
opening with the Olyroos against 
Ttaly on Wednesday at the MCG. 

The Tynan-Eyre Cup, held in hon- 
our of Victoria police killed in the 
line duty, has been the traditional pre- 
season test for the state’s national 
league teams, trialling newcomers or 


parading new signings. 
South Melbourne revealed 
returned goal keeper Michael 


Petkovic (ex Strasbourg and chosen 
ahead of last season’s Chris Jones) 
and Mehmet Durakovic (ex-Pride) in 
defence. The sweeper made his 
return to his old club and gave a solid 
display without rising to exceptional 
heighis. 

Zeljko Susa _ (ex-Melbourne 
Knights) showed finesse in midfield, 
while guest striker Vas Kalagerakos 
(ex-Perth Glory) came on for the last 
30 minutes, replacing a starring John 
Anastasiadis, who scored twice. 

Carlton fielded Robbie Middleby 
(ex-Football Kings), striker Craig 
Lewis (a former South Melbourne 
foward and top scorer with Frankston 
Pines in Victoria’s State League), 
while Joe Tricarico made a retum 
after serious injury last season, 

Easter Pride fielded defender 
Dong Ki Kim (ex-Adelaide City 
Force), Mustufa Mustafa (ex-Port 
Melbourne and South Melbourne 
youth team) and guest player Ante 
Deak (ex-Sydney United and 


Michael Petkovic: Souths new signing had a solid match. 


Melbourne Knights). 

The Melbourne Knights included 
Stelios Drakos (a guest player on trial 
from Bentleigh), Xhezair Sulemani 
(guesting from South Dandenong) as 
well as new signings striker Joel 
Porter (ex-Adelaide), Andy Vargas 
(ex-Pride and joining brother Rody at 
Somers St), defender Sasa 
Ognenovski and Josip Kozic (both of 
Preston). 

Seyeral players were missing from 
the competing sides. At South 
Melbourne, Paul Trimboli is recover- 
ing from a knee operation, while Con 
Boutsianis, also recovering from 
knee surgery, is expected to sign this 
week for his old club. 

Carlton missed Sean Douglas 
(flu), Mark Atkinson (ankle injury), 
Steve Horvat (also flu), Simon 
Colosimo and Archie Thompson 
(both Olyroos duties). 

Eastern Pride lacked Dean Fak, 
Clayton Bell and Neville Roach (all 
three injured). The club is expecting 
Alex Kuzmanovic to be ready for the 
next round on Saturday. 

The Melbourne Knights also suf- 
fered from absenteeism, missing 
Ransford Banini (recovering from 
injury), Paul Magdic (injured), Alex 
Kiratzoglou (injured), Adrian 
Cervinski (recovering from opera- 
tion) and Dragi Nastevski (Olyroos 
duties). 

South Melbourne showed they are 
back as a top-side and in early form 
under new coach Mike Petersen in a 
3-43 formation. 

Anastasiadis shot them in front 


SPECIAL 


after 22 minutes, but youngster Ange 
Moisiopoulos, on for Tricarico after 
25 minutes, got the Blues level from 
a Middleby cross, 

But Anastasiadis showed his 
hunger by putting his side ahead 
again with a low volley after 57 min- 
utes from a fluent David Clarkson 
and Goran Lozanovski combination. 


Viado Vanis: Happy with the 
win despite plenty of silly 
mistakes. 


Andy Vlahos scored South’s third 
from another Lozanoyski cross in the 
87th minute. 

The Knights showed their typical 
never-say-die attitude against the 
Gippslanders, who also showed plen- 
ty of fight. 

Pride went ahead in the 43rd 
minute, when Juan Nilo took advan- 
lage of a misunderstanding between 
Ognenovski and Knights ‘keeper Lou 


Acevski, now in his second season at 
Sunshine and tested in place of last 
season’s regular ‘keeper Martin John. 

But the Knights levelled just on 
half-time, when Porter headed home 
at the near post from an Andy Vargas 
comer. 

The Pride hit the front again on the 
hour, when Robbie Puca shot home a 
Deak comer and the match seemed 
settled in their favour. 

However, the Knights earned a 
penalty after referee Hakan Anaz 
ruled Jonathan Burhagiar had han- 
dled the ball inside the area. Anthony 
Pelikan struck from the spot. 

Having levelled, the Knights 
surged forward again and hit the front 
for 

the first time with few minutes to 
spare. Joe Rajher crossed and 
Sulemani struck the winner three 
minutes from full time. 

‘The Pride failed to equalise from 
reasonable chances in the dying min- 
utes. Nilo shot over the crossbar from 
close range and Michael Katz hit the 
woodwork. 

There were mixed reactions 
among the four coaches. Petersen 
was well pleased with the win, while 
Carlton coach Stuart Munro had to 
dig deep to fathom positives out of a 
disappointing performance after six 
weeks of pre-season training so far. 

Knights coach Vlado Vanis said he 
was “happy with the result”, but 
believed his young and experienced 
team had made “too many silly mis- 
takes” and look “heavy in the legs”. 

Pride coach Jeff Hopkins 
described the loss as a “disappoint 
ment”, having taken the lead twice 
and let it slip twice to go behind. 

He conceded the departure of 
Durakovic to South had been “a 
major loss”. 

He said he was still looking for an 
experienced defender to fill the void. 

Kim occupied the sweeper posi- 
tion, but Hopkins wants to play him 
as a wide midfielder and the sweep- 
ing role for the former Adelaide play- 
er was only a short-term solution, he 
said. 

The second round of the Tynan- 
Eyre Cup will be held at the Green 
Gully Reserve on Saturday. South 
Melbourne takes on Eastern Pride at 
2pm. Carlton plays Melbourne 
Knights at 4pm. 


CHARITY 


This SUNDAY, September 17th, 2000 


at LAMBERT PARK, Marion Street, LEICHHARDT NSW. 


Match Kicks Off at 4.00pm 


Branko Culina 


ABSW (#)} 


BLACKTOWN & DISTRICTS SOCCER 
FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 
.0. BOX 253 DOONSIDE NSW 2767 


9624 3344 
9674 3057 
Email:  bdsfa@bdsfa.com 


COACHES WANTED 


The above club is seeking 
experienced coaches. 
Must have minimum 
Level 2 for our 
U/13s, 14s & 15s 
Youth League sides. 


SENIOR COACH 9% 


Applications are invited for the position of Senior 5 
Coach. The successful applicant shall have Soocer 
Ausiralia coaching accreditation or proven exper — ug 
‘ence in coaching senior saccer. 
‘During season 2000 we fielded 30 teams consisting of 
400 players. Our home ground and cubrooms are at 
Anderson Park, where we enjoy splendid facilities including two 
fully floodlit pitches. 
‘We will commence season 2001 in the VSF Second Division and 
we are seeking a coach who will build a team to quickly retum us, 


utilising our vast junior resource, to the First Division. 
Applications in the first instance should be acidrassed ta: 


Telephone: 
Fa 


WoOmMEN’s SoccER 
CoorRDINATOR 


Applications are invited for the part-time 
position of women’s Soccer Coordinator 
with the 


NSW Amateur Soccer Federation 
Applications should be able to demonstrate 
experience in schools development programs 
and/or conducting skill clinics, have experience in 
working for/with soccer clubs or Associations, 
must hold an NCAS level 2 accreditation, excellent 
organisation, time management, planning and 
communication skills and a working knowledge of 
both the schools and soccer systems in NSW. 


Applications should be sent by 2nd 
September 2000, to 


Mr Chris White 

General Manager 

NSWASF 

PO Box 6073 

BAULKHAM HILLS 

BUSINESS CENTRE NSW 2153 


s, including requests for job 
description/selection criteria can be 


addressed to the above on 9629 2833 


MATCH 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC vs CANTERBURY MARRICKVILLE 


Jimmy Nikas 


Jimmy Patikas 
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It has been a chaotic 
| Preparation for Australia’s 
| Olympic side, hampered by 
| withdrawals, injuries and 
late arrivals before the vital 
| opening match against Italy 
at a sold-out MCG in 
Melbourne on Wednesday. 
Victorian editor Bert van 
Bedaf observed the proceed- 
ings. 


fhere’s no escaping the 
| facts. The real Olyroos 
have yet to stand up and 
be counted. 
} Coach Raul Blanco has been 
} unable to test his full-strength line- 
up against any quality opposition 
and he acknowledged the deficien- 
cy. “I wanted (to try) my possible 
| starting line-up, but this is not 
going to happen.” 

The sides fielded in two warm- 
ups against Kuwait and South 
Africa, last Tuesday and Thursday 
night respectively, were invariably 
and pointedly 

described as “makeshift”, 
} despite two wins, 3-0 over a jet- 
| lagged Kuwait and 1-0 against a 
§) sharper South Africa. 

The withdrawals of injured 

Harry Kewell (Leeds United) and 
}; Paul Okon (Middlesbrough) are 


| 


Danny Milosevic: Now Blanco’s number one. 


well documented and need no fur- 
ther elaboration. But Blanco was. 
also faced with late arrivals of his 
other main draw-cards Josip Skoko 
(a late call-up from Racing Genk, 
Belgium, in place of Okon) and 
main target man Mark Viduka 
(Leeds), 

‘They arrived late Friday and 
took no part in the warm-up bouts, 
having their first hit-outs with the 
squad on Saturday. 

Also absent from the matches 
were captain Brett Emerton 
(Feyenoord), defenders Con Blatsis 
(Derby Country) and Hayden Foxe 
(working permit rejected for West 
Ham United) through injury. 

The drama surrounding injured 
"keeper Joe Didulica (Ajax) was 
also unfolding. Didulica did not 
take part in the warm-ups and later 
was forced to withdraw because of 
shin fractures in his right leg, leay- 
ing Danny Milosevic as first-choice 
keeper. 

Jason Culina (also at Ajax) was 
absent during the match against 
Kuwait, but lined up against South 
Africa in place of Vince Grella 
(Ternana, Italy) who covered the 
midfield against Kuwait but suf- 
fered from the ‘flu and was side- 
lined against the South Africans. 

Milosevic (Leeds) is certain to 
be Australia’s main goalkeeper, 
having done well in both matches. 
Others who stood out were Lucas 
Neill (Millwall), Simon Colosimo 


(Carlton), Marco Bresciano 
(Empoli) and Nick Rizzo 
(Temana). 


Stephen Laybutt (Feyenoord) 
did not impress in defence. Stan 
Lazaridis (Birmingham) seemed 


By Bert van Bedaf 


lhere’s no more bitter 


Goalkeepers Didulica and 
Danny Milosevic were vying 


wasted as a wingback and should 
become more involved. Kasey 
Wehrman (Perth) did not look 
match-fit. 

Swikers Michael Curcija 
(Partizan Belgrade) and Clayton 
Zane (Molde, Norway) weren’t 
quite as penetrating as Blanco 
would have wanted, but they did 


end up scoring against a tiring 
Kuwait, adding to Bresciano’s 
opener in an encouraging second 
half. Culina scored the only and 
winning goal against South Africa. 

Coming off the bench Archie 
Thompson (Carlton) proved his 
usual sparkling self and Dragi 
Nastevski (Melbourne Knights) 


Brett Emerton: Australian skipper. 
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into a private nightmare. 

He felt some discomfort in 
his right leg on the day before 
the warm-up -match against 


Geelong), they were just as 
shattered as I was,” Didalica 


in 1996,” he said. 
The former 


for a place under the Olympic said, fighting back the tears. ing his mark at Ajax, where 
crossbar. Now it will be “J came here fit and I did he's working hard to break into 
Milosevic keeping guard at the well at training. This is one of the senior side as its regular 
MCG, while Didulica has been those things that happened. It ‘keeper. 
forced to watch from the side- happened a week before the He's trained and played 
lines. biggest day of my life. with the senior side during the 
Didulica travelled from To play at the Olympics Dutch pre-season and did not 
Ajax Amsterdam, Holland, to 2000 has been my goal since 1 concede a goal, “which is 
fulfil his dream, which tured first went into (Olyroos) camp pleasing,” Didulica said. 


Melbourne 
Knights ‘keeper believed he 
was a good chance to be in 


The 22-year-old Didulica 
will now concentrate on mak- 


was solid at the back, giving 
Blanco confidence in his back-up 
players. 

But overall, Australia lacked 
purpose and organisation, playing 
in a 3-5-2 formation that fell back 
to 4-4-2 at times and reverting to its 
original structure as the matches 
progressed. 

Australia was unable to domi- 
nate in both matches and to dictate 
terms, which prevented the players 
from executing any fluency and 
producing an effective passing 
game. 

There was too much loss of pos- 
session, resulting in the energy- 
sapping need for retrieval. Also, 
because the playing tempo was 
low, it allowed the opposition to 
exert too much ball pressure. 

This, in turn, put the Australians 
under too much pressure, prevent- 
ing them from delivering clean 
passes and creating clear-cut 
chances, which will cause them 
problems against an experienced 
Ttaly. 

Against Kuwait, Milosevic 
saved twice in the first 25 minutes 
to prevent Australia from going 
behind, while the home team could 
Tot mount a real chance on target 
before the break. 

After the interval, Australia 
struck quickly against a Kuwait 
side that had travelled around the 
world in seven days, visiting eight 
airports and having little time to 
prepare. 

Rizzo produced a fine cross, 
offering Bresciano a tap-in in the 
48th minute, A Bresciano run in the 
62nd minute left Zane enough time 
to shoot home Australia’s second 


TEARS AS DIDULICA BOWS OUT 


“T'll just have to try for the 
next Olympics (Athens 2004), 
maybe as an over-age player,” 


he said with a wry smile. 


bile to tasteforanath- Kuwait and stopped training. goal, although he acknowl- He said it just when Ajax 
ete than being ruled — Qlyroos coach Raul Blanco edged Milosevic was also on team mate Jason Culina shot 

‘out to compete. sent his choice ‘Keeper to the Blanco’s scorecard. 

Its harder to take that than doctor. “We went for some “I think 1 had a good 

Tosing. Atleast, even if you've tests straight away,” Didulica chance. But Blanco was confi- 

Tost, you've had the opportuni- said. dent in both of us. We both had 

ty to fight the battle. But com- They revealed stress frac- not let him down in the match- 

ing soclose —lessthana week tures of the tibia in his right es we've played. Either of us 

after four years of longing Jeg, which ruled him out of the was able to do the job for him,” 

towards the moment — and tournament. Didutica said. 

then suffering injury is more “Officially I'm out, because Standby ‘keeper Michael 

than heart breaking. It is soul of stress fractures in my right Tumbull of Marconi has now 

destroying. It brought Joe leg. When I rang my parents moved into the squad as back- 

Didulica to tears last Thursday. (who live in home town upto Milosevic. 


| 
Joe Didulica: Huge disappointment. 
j 


goal. The Kuwait ‘keeper, Sehab 
Kankone could not hold onto a 
Zane shot, giving Curcija the 
opportunity to slot the rebound into 
the net for Australia’s third goal of 
the night. 

South Africa proved a much 
tougher opponent. Culina managed 
an eighth-minute strike, after good 
work by Curcija and Bresciano, but 
otherwise the match was pretty 
even, with South Africa missing 
several clear chances, 

Benedict McCarthy, of Spain’s 
Celta Vigo fame, made life difficult 
for the Australian defence and sub- 
stitute forward Daniel Matsay hit 
the crossbar from close range in the 
dying moments. It could well have 
been a deserved draw for the hard- 
working South Africans. 

Blanco’s options and time seem 
to be running out to further fine- 
tune Australia’s line-up for the vital 
match against Italy. Skoko and 
Viduka will virtually be thrown 
into the side to face Italy’s fury 
almost straight off the plane. 

Blatsis continues to struggle 
with a thigh strain. “Blatsis is a 
problem. It’s a concern that he’s not 
improving more quickly. He hasn’t 
been in full training for a while 
now,” Blanco said. 

Foxe has been improving, while 
Emerton also appears to be on the 
mend, which leaves Blanco with 
Milosevic (goal), Neill, Colosimo, 
Foxe (back three), Lazaridis, | 
Bresciano, Skoko, Emerton, Rizzo 
(mid-fiye), Curcija and Viduka 
(strikers) as his best possible start 
ing Il. 


=~ 


ww 


the Olyroos to a 1-0 lead 
against South Africa eight min- 
utes into the game — and he 
cheered, “Bravo, Jason”, eyes 
focused on the game 


apsw (§} 


| THIRD TIME LUCKY 


Lazaridis finally gets his Olympic chance 


tan Lazaridis, Australia's mobile Olympic 

Games left wingback, was most refreshing 

to hear his real genuine attitude surface 
when he met the media in Melbourne last week. 

Having just missed out on the Barcelona 
Olympics, and then the Atlanta Olympics because he 
was too old, he's finally made it to represent his 
beloved Australia at a ‘Five Ring Event’. 

The 28-year-old Birmingham City flanker, stated: 
“Te been given a new lease of life and have been 
resurrected again, 

“Tye been now given the opportunity, (to play for 
Australia in the Olympics), that I thought had passed 
me by. 

"I want to do well for Raul Blanco, for myself and 


seek fame and fortune in Europe by turning their 
backs on our Olympic team. 

Whilst on the subject of ‘Stan The Man’. 

Since coming back from England, (West Ham), to 
play for Australia in the last World Cup qualifiers, 
Lazaridis' form had vastly improved. 

Most vividly noticeable, was the quality of his 
crosses. 

No longer were they just wild ‘hits' into the box 
with little control or direction. 

Every one of his crosses were perfectly timed, had 
power, and with low trajectories. 

But above all, today, all his crosses have radar- 
accuracy, 

Lazaridis can now actually ‘hit! people near the 
‘box and from his left flank with almost geometric 
Precision. 


Stan Lazaridis: Australia’s mobile 
Jeft wing back, taking a throw-in. 


| Marconi 0 
Brazil 4 
jhe Brazilian 
Olympic football 
team have comfort- 
ably defeated the Marconi 
Stallions 4-0 in their final 
hit out before the start of 
Olympic competition. 

A packed house of 12,000 
crammed Bossely park to 
watch the Olympic 
favourites, who didn’t let 
anyone down with their fine 
display of ‘samba’ football, 


While it was only a train- 
ing run for the Brazilians, the 
game was a last chance to 
clear any cobwebs before 
their opening encounter 
against Slovakia on 
Thursday. A point coach 
Wanderley  Luxemburgo 
stressed on after the game. 

“Ttis important to play full 
games to have a rhythm of 
the game. Itwas very useful 
to watch,” he said, 

“Tam happy with what I 
saw today, but there is much 
to improve.” 

Tt was also a last chance 


above all for my country. z Agostino and Mark Viduka what value they put on 
"This is a very big honour," underlined the red- jhe quality of Lazariis’ ‘flank supply’. 
eae | fee cee ani oan ‘You'll see it clearly tomorrow at the M.C.G. as 
am Stan hhits' Curcija, Viduka and ith his special 
does that sound? a ee 


All in contrast to a stack of some of our other 
players that have rejected Australia, preferring to 


for players to impress 
Luxemburgo with an onfield 
performance. An opportuni- 
ty substitute Lucas Severino 
took with open arms by scor- 
ing a double, 

Marconi coach Eddie 
Kmeevic could only admire 
the quality on display. 

“They just did not have a 
weakness in their side, from 
the beginning to the end they 
were a class above us, if not 
two,” he said. 

“They're the favourites 
alongside Italy. Their move- 
ment off the ball, technique 
and all round movement 
makes them what they are.” 

The Brazilians were dom- 
inant in every facet of the 
game, and could well have 
scored more bar some great 
keeping from David Aceski. 
Ronaldinho got Brazil off 


Ask ace aerial specialists such as John Aloisi, Paul 


rockets from the left. 
Sheer quality. Sheer joy. ‘aa ita hr actos test 
Kuwait in Melbourne. 


Saturday, 7/10/00 at 9.00am 

Wednesday, 11/10/00 at 6.00pm 

Saturday, 14/10/00 at 9.00am 
wick 

Saturday, 7/10/00 at 10.30am 

Wednesday, 11/10/00 at 6.00pm 

Saturday, 14/10/00 at 9.00am 
winirk 

Saturday, 7/10/00 at 9.00am 

Monday, 9/10/00 at 6.00pm 

Thursday, 12/10/00 at 6.00pm 
wie 

Saturday, 7/10/00 at 10.30am 

Monday, 9/10/00 at 6.00pm 

Thursday, 12/10/00 at 6.00pm 
sete 

Saturday, 7/10/00 at 12.00pm 

Monday, 9/10/00 at 7.30pm. 

‘Thursday, 12/10/00 at 7.30pm 
wie 

Saturday, 7/10/00 at 1.30pm 


Under 17 


the mark in the 24th minute 
after pouncing on a low cross 
witha well placed volley. 
This lead was doubled 
only 14 minutes later with 


Wanderley Luxemburgo: Brazil’s national coach. 


second, beating the off-side 
trap with a well timed run 
and calmly slotting home 
past a helpless Aceski. 


Brazilians, who look primed 
for an assault on the only 
major trophy they haven’t 
claimed, an Olympic gold 


Monday, 9/10/00 at 7.30pm 
Thursday, 12/10/00 at 7.30pm 
ALL TRIALS WILL BE CONDUCTED AT: 
ALLAMBIE RESERVE 
ALLAMBIE ROAD, EDENSOR PARK 


Mer afoewmtoor = 


Ronaldinho: Scored Brazil's first and set up the 
second for a team mate Geovanni as the 
Brazilian’s defeated Marconi 4-0. 


what was the move of the 
match. Geovanni played to 
Ronaldinho who then 
skipped around a defender 
before threading it back to 
Geovanni in space. The fin- 
ish was faultless, leaving 
Aceski very little chance. 

Geovanni then returned 
the favour by setting 
Ronaldinho free, but supris- 
ingly the young strikeris shot 
was wild. 

The second half saw the 
introduction of Lucas 
Severino up front, and star 
defender Arthirson. 

Severino didn’t take long 
to make his mark after con- 
fusion between keeper 
Aceski and Chad Gibson 
gifted him with the easiest of 
tap-ins, 

Severino then claimed his 


ei firther ctor 
meal _ eal 0448 613 502 


ydney Olympic Soccer Football Club 


PROFESSTONAL 


Overall the performance 
was encouraging for the 


i fm ¢ < 
Soccer Cox 
Ewen Park, Hurlstone Park. NSW. 
Over 5 days — September‘11-15, 2000 ° 9am-12pm 


Includes: 
* Specialist coaching instruction from Sydney Olympic Players and Coaches 
Branko Cullna, Frank Arok and Michael Urukalo 
* Art Academy soccer ball 
* An Academy T-shirt 
* Sydney Olympic cap 
* Free Child season pass to all Sydney Olympic Homes games 
° Free refreshments all week 
* Free Soccer surprise and giveaways 


Bookings are essential so please call 9558 5355 
Sam-Spm Monday to Friday to book your piace. 
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Gansu 


%*x%% ABSW SPECIAL 1000TH EDITION +*** 


(Semi-retired, still in publishing) 


(Passed away 1986). 


t takes a big team to put 
together a publication like 
BSW and it is worth men- 


tioning every person involved in a 
week’s tireless efforts. 


<< Vince 
Battiato 

Wearing the cap- 

tain’s armband. 


Chief Writer 
and the finder 
and follower of 
all things soccer. 

Mary Quartly 

Layout. The driving force behind 

each individual page of ABSW. 


WwW 


i {Sports sub-editor, News Interactive) 

13, Bob Brooks (Retired) 

14, Micky Brock (Northem Spirit SC} 

15. Aidan Ormond (Up until recently, editor of Inside Soccer) 

} 16. Daniel Giorelando (Staff Writer, ABSW) 
(Current editor) 


Alamita Vea 
Able partner to Mary. 


4 Bert van 
Bedaf 

3 Melbourne cditor 

S| and the source of 

all things 

Victorian. 


joumo of the o 


Adelaide 
Advertiser and a 
wealth of knowl- 
edge and experience. 


Glenn Davis 
AAP reporter from Brisbane. 
Well attuned to the Queensland 
Game. 


By Vince Battiato 


ot many publications 

can boast a history 

spanning 20 years. 
Australian & British Soccer 
Weekly not only boasts such 
a history including this its 
current 1000th edition, but it 
boasts a succession of past 
Editors who have progressed 
the publication through lean 
times as well as purple 
patches, 

It all began back in 1980 
when pioneering editor and 
son of former England captain 
David Jack Senior, David Jack 
took the helm of a publication 
Kicked off by Theo Skalkos 
and the Foreign Language 
Publications enterprise. 

David Jack was also an 
exclusive soccer writer for 
Sydney tabloid The Sun. 

As the years went on, the 
helm was to change on a num- 
ber of occasions. 

The first change was when 
Andrew Dettre took over from 
Jack, but it wasn’t long before 
Jack was back in the helm for 
a second time. 

ABSW was to go through 
some fantastic times and even- 
tually established itself as the 
premier soccer publication in 
the country taking over from 
Dettre’s Soccer World — 
(Green Paper). 


Daniel > 
Giorelando 
Staff Writer as 
well as doer of all 
tasks most others 
either won’t or 
can’t do. 


Otto Bader 
Valuable source of knowledge 
for the Wollongong Wolves. 


Richard Kreider 
Eight year ABSW veteran based 
in WA with uncanny knack for the 
big story. 


Graham Cooke 

ABSW’s Canberra. comespon- 
dent provides an abundance of info 
from the national capital. 


Joe Russo 
ABSW’s resident Italian expert. 
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THE MEN IN CHARGE 


ABSW’s Past Editors : Where are they now? 


ABSW still enjoys that lux- 
ury today despite seeing a tur- 
bulent turn-over of editors in 
the late 80is and early 90is, 

In recent times it has re- 
established some stabilty at the 
helm from the time that 
Anthony Raineri took over 
from Steve Copping in the 
early 90's. Raineri was astute 
as a captain and re-introduced 
the discipline instilled by 
Michael Cockerill in his brief 
tenure a few years earlier. 
Cockerill has since become 
Australia’s leading soccer 
writer, currently with the 
Sydney Morning Herald. 

Not only does ABSW have 
the distinction of reaching the 
1000 edition milestone but it 
has also seen 12 other publica- 
tions in direct competition 
with it, come and go. 

As the current editor, I 
would like to take this oppor- 
tunity in such a groundbreak- 
ing edition to thank every past 
editor for all their time and 
effort in preparing each and 
every issue of ABSW. 

It is not an easy job and I 
take this opportunity to thank 
all those before me for their 
stirling job. I work in the 
knowledge that each week | try 
to live up to the standard set by 
past editors and with some 
luck even lift it a notch or two 
from years gone by. 


Julian > 
Murphy 

The English 
Premier League 
king and not too 
bad with the 
NSWSL either. 


Roy Hay 
‘A wealth of knowledge and pic- 
tures from the Victorian youth 
Teagues, 


Greg Danvers 
Newcastle seems a lot closer to 
home with Greg’s in depth reporting 
of the area. 


Mark Stavroulakis 
ABSW’s resident junior writer. 


Janene Mar 
Soccer wouldn’t be soccer with- 
‘Out a women’s wrap up. 


Anthony Raineri: Astute editor. 


CREW 


A wish of thanks to all who have. 
ever contributed to ABSW in any 
way, shape or form, It could never 
be done without all of you. 


Arvind Hickman 
Our eye on our Aussies on the 
world stage. 


Front left to right: Elly Vea (typesetter-midfield), Daniel 
Giorelando (staff writer-sweeper), Mary Quartly (layout- 
midfield), John Economos (chief writer-striker), 
Vince Battiato (editor-captain). 


ABSw (8) 


4% ABSW SPECIAL 1000TH EDITION 4x 


SURVIVOR 


Wi" you think 
of Soccer 


Weekly you think 
synonymously 0. 
John — Economos. 
Over the past 20 
years John 
Economos has. bat- 
tled for the game he 
loves in the profes- 
sion he loves and we 


‘ot many men in our great 
N= can claim to have been 

part of so much over the 
past 20 years as can John 
Economos. 

Thing is, he really doesn’t like to 
boast about it, But looking at the 
archives alone you can see that 
Economos has been there and done 
that, with some of the biggest names 
in the World game, 64 in fact! 

Since John joined ABSW eight 
months after its inception in 1980 
leaving his job as an accountant to do 
so, he has done 64 one-on-one inter- 
views with some big names. 

Bot out of so many names surely 
some must stand out to John as bigger 
or better than the rest. Now for those 
of you who know John, that question 
was a catalyst for John to go on for 
some 20 minutes unable to rank them. 

“It’s impossible,” he retorted, 
“there’s too many.” 

John eventually went with the fol- 
lowing list as the real stand-outs 
amongst a worthy list: Pele, Franz 
Beckenbauer, Francis Lee, Bobby 
Robson, George Best, Diego 
Maradona, Martyn Tyler, Dr. Joe 
Venglos, Zoran Matic, Uncle Joe 
Viasits and Eddie Thomson. 

But the big names can roll off the 
tongue for hours. John has spent quiet 
moments not only with those names 
above but with others like Elton John, 
Dennis Law, “Toto’ Schillaci, Dunga, 
Peter Shilton, Giovanni Trapattoni, 
Claudio Gentile, Former German 


One from the archives: Two young and dashing coaches 


When undivided Loyalty be 


John alonside Welsh and Liverpool legend lan Rush. 


national coach Dietmar Kramer, 
Ferenc Puskas, Leo Baumgartner, 
Carl Jaros, Doug Utjesenovic, Col 
Curren, Peter Wilson, Peter Share, 
Jimmy Rooney, Ricardo Campana, 
Serg Melta, John Perin...the list goes 
‘on and on. 

John has even been a special guest 
of FIFA delegates and Joao 
Havelange and co in 1993 when they 
sailed down the Parramatta River to 
the Homebush bay site to see if 
Sydney should be allowed to stage the 
2000 Olympics. We all know where 
that ended up, 

But in 20 years John has seen the 
game change dramatically in 
Australia; 

“There has been a severe deteriora- 
tion in the quality of players,’*he said. 

“Their professional attitudes, their 
technique, their character..” he 
added. 

“Players of yesteryear like 
Watkiss, Lord, Warren, Baartz, 
Blanco, Marnock, Watson, Fraser and 
Blair..these guys had characters of 
steel, 

“They were strong competitors and 
had an undying professional attitude. 

“Their dedication was unquestion- 
able,” he ended, 

John doesn’t believe many players 
of today actually have the unquestion- 
able loyalty evident in days gone by, 

“There aren't many, I don’t think,” 
he said, “Viduka, Bosnich, Lazaridis, 
Durakovic, Tobin, there aren't many 
more after that,” he continued, 

“These guys love playing for their 
country at all costs. You can probably 


Raul Blanco and Les Schienflug. 


throw in Chad Gibson, Mike Smith, 
Paul Trimboli, Velimir Kupresak, Leo 
Baumgartner and Ricardo Campana 
as well,” he added to the list as he 
recalled through the filofax in his 
mind. 

But Economos believes the World 
‘game has also suffered. 

“The Pace of the game has become 
of paramount importance in the last 
decade,” he said. 

“The skill factor has suffered 
because players no longer enjoy the 
luxury of space that was available to 
them in the 50’s and 60's, for example 
the Real Madrid team of the 60's.” 

‘As you can imagine John has made 
many friends over his years in the 
game, some of them the biggest 
names in this country and interesting- 
ly enough, although they all have a 
John Economes story to tell, when it 
comes to the crux of the man, they all 
have the same sentiments. 

“His heart is in the right place,” 
said ex-Australian captain Johnny 
Warren, “He’s a unique guy. I’ve 
known him for 45 years and he hasn't 
changed a bit. 

“Anyone who knows him knows 
that. He's in there batting for the 
‘game and sometimes he can annoy the 
#1 out of you,” ended Warren. 

Current Adelaide City coach Zoran 
Matic agrees: 

“He loves the game,” said Matic, 
“and he likes simple honest people 
and not complicated people — that’s 
why he likes me,” joked Matic. 

“You'see most people fall off the 
double bunk when they are young but 


John did when he was old,” laughed 
Matic. 

“In our game,” philosophised 
Matic, “we spend most of the time 
fighting each other instead of the 
opposition, 

“John’s heart is in the right place. I 
wish we had more Johnnie’s,” ended 
Matic. 

Economos has seen all the changes 
at ABSW - stylistio, the game itself 
and a series of editors but he consid- 
ers the biggest change the age of 
information. 

“T's a long time ago since we were 
relying on telexes 10 get news from 
around the globe. Now the informa- 
tion age means we have instant access 
to knowledge, and that’s great for the 
readers,” he said, 

So John Economos moyes ahead 
past ABSW’s millenium issue togeth- 
er with the rest of us in a game that 
will live much longer than all of us. 
John’s last 20 years have been some- 
‘what of a crusade for the game in this 
country, unfortunately of which not 
all has gone to plan. 

But we all continue to move ahead 
and John continues to pen what is 
constantly on his mind —good or bad. 
Like him or love him you have to 
give him credit for speaking his 


mind. 

I think past ABSW editor Anthony 
Rainer summed up best when he 
said; 

“Any history of Australian soccer 
would have to include a chapter on 
John Economos.” 

He has certainly written more than 
his fair share and will probably con- 
tinue to do so for a long time yet. 


Argentina's greatest, Diego Maradona 


Former Brazilian World Cup winning captain Dunga. 


The Best with the Best: England’s George Best with 


dohin int 


ABSW’"s best John Economos. 


ins at day one 


terviews the top scorer from the 1990 World Cup 


Italian Toto Schillaci. 
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Australia 


(OLYMPIC TEAM) 


Raul Blanco 
: Adrian Santrac, Les Scheinflug 


Born: 6-7-77, 
Melboume 
Home state: 


Team: Derby County, England 

Ht: 192cm Wt: 87kg 

Snapshot: South Melbourne defender 
in World Club Championships who 
was chosen to represent Socceroos. 


Bresciano 
{DEBUT ) 


Born: 11-2-80, 
Melboume 
Home state: 
Vic 

Team: Empoli, Italy 

Ht: 176cm Wt: 76kg 

Snapshot: Livewire midfielder who 

combines silky touches with precision 

passes. Plays in Italian Serie B. 


Simon 
Colosimo 
aD 


Born: 8-1-79, 
Melbourne 
Home state: 
Vie 
Team: Carlton 
Ht: 183cm Wt: 78kg 
Snapshot: Back in form after 
recovering from knee reconstruction 
caused by the boot of Man United’s 
Andy Cole. 


Jason 
Culina 


Born: 5-8-80, 
Sydney 
Home state: 
: NSW 

Team: Ajax Amsterdam, Netherlands 

Ht: 175cm Wt: 70kg 

Snapshot: Classy and creative 

midfielder with 15 caps to his credit. 


Michael 
Curcija 


Born: 27-6-77, 
Melbourne 
Home state: 
Vic 


Team: Partizan, Yugoslavia 

Ht: 182cm Wt: 78kg 

Snapshot: Free-scoring striker. Has 
scored nine goals for Australian 
Olympic team. 


Michael 
Turnbull 


| Born: 24-3-81 
= Home state: 


Team: Marconi 

Ht: 189cm Wt: 78kg 

Snapshot: Lively to be reserve 
goalkeeper against Italy tomorrow 
night at the MCG September 13. 


Brett 
Emerton 


Born: 22-2-79, 
Sydney 
Home state: 
= NSW 
Team: Sydney Olympic 
Ht: 185cm Wt: 85kg 
Snapshot: Young skipper has 
recently sealed a $1m move to Dutch 
club Feyenoord. 


Born: 23-6-77, 
Sydney 
Home state: 
NSW 
Team: Sanfrecce Hiroshima 
Ht: 193cm Wt: 84kg 
Snapshot: Atlanta Olympian and 
classy defender. 


Born: 5-10-79, 
Dandenong 
Home state: 


Team: Ternana, Italy 


Ht: 182cm 
asi 


Wt: 78kg 
=a 
Biting in the aw 
tackle and 
probing with his 
passes. obo 


Snapshot: 
Midfielder in 


Italy’s Serie B. 
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Born: 3-9-77, 
Lithgow, NSW. 
Home state: 
NSW 

Team: Feyenoord, Netherland 

Ht: 189cm Wt: 90kg 

Snapshot: Defender with big future. 

Built like a rugby league backrower 

but posesses surprising subtlety. 


Stan 
Lazaridis 


Born: 16-8-72, 
Perth 


Team: Birmingham City, England 

Ht: 175cm Wt: 76kg 

Snapshot: Wing-back who can create 
chaos for defences. Will have a huge 
impact. 


Born: 26-6-78, 
Melbourne 
Team: Leeds United, England 
Ht: 188cm Wt: 90kg 
Snapshot: Former Perth Glory 


goalkeeper who is one of five 
Australians on Leeds’ books. 


Lucas 
Neill 


Born: 9-3-78, 
Sydney 
Home state: 
NSW 

Team: Millwall, England 

Ht: 185cm Wt: 80kg 

Snapshot: Utility player who has 

made a name for himself in England. 


Team: Ternana, Italy 

Ht: 174cm Wt: 70kg 

Snapshot: Pugnacious midfielder who 
was at Liverpool before joining Crystal 
Palace, and then moving to Italy’s 
Serie B. 


Wed 13 Sept vs Italy 


Sat 16 Sept vs Nigeria 
| Tues 19 Sept vs Honduras 


Josip 
Skoko 


Born: 10-12- 
75, Geelong 
Home state: 
Vic 

Team: Racing Genk, Belgium 

Ht: 177cm Wt: 77kg 

Snapshot: Elegant midfielder called 

up to repiace injured Paul Okon 


Mark 
Viduka 


Born: 19-10- 
75, Melbourne 
Home state: 
Vic 

Team: Leeds United, England 

Ht: 187cm Wt: 91kg 

Snapshot: Strapping striker with a 

delicate touch and a voracious 


appetite for goals. 
Kasey 
Wehrman 
t beaut ) 


Born: 16-8-77, 
Cloncurry, Qid 
Home state: 
= aid 
Team: Perth Glory 
Ht: 180cm Wt: 75kg 
Snapshot: Midfielder with fiery streak 
and a battery that never needs 
recharging. 


es Born: 12-7-77, 
Newcastle, 
Ea NSW 
ae Home state: 
ACT 
Team: Molde, Norway 
Hi: 188cm Wt: 92kg 
Snapshot: Strapping striker. Holds 
ball up well but needs to increase his 
goal output. 


| Raul 


Blanco 


Australian 
coach 


Adrian 
Santrac 


Assistant 
coach 


GROUP A 


Australia - Italy - Nigeria 
Honduras 


ie 16-nation Sydney 2000 
football draw for men had 
done no favours for the 
Olyroos where, their three 
Group A opponents, Italy, 
defending champions Nigeria 
and Honduras, make it 
arguably the toughest group of 
the competition to qualify 
from. 

Certainly, a lion-hearted 
performance from cur young 
stars of soccer, under our stars 
of the Southern Cross, could 
very well produce a victory of 
golden dimensions, 

While most of the head- 
Tines continue to centre on the 
powerful Brazilians, our 
Aussie youngsters have been 
quietly and confidently prim- 
ing themselves for the crucial 
opening encounter with 
another of the tournament 
favourites, Italy, 

The Olyroos may have 
missed out on the artistic mid- 
field wizardry of Leeds 
Unitedis injured wanderkind 
Harry Kewell, but who is to 
say his absence will dent the 
team’s chances? 

Certainly, coach Raul 
Blanco is not radiating any 
distress signals about this set- 
back, despite the daunting 
task of facing the skilful 
Azzumi, first up. 

Their match preparations 
have already seen victories 
over Kuwait and South Africa 
to warrant Blanco’s dearth of 
anxiety attacks, although he 
must sometimes be tempted 
into taking up nail-biting, due 
to the late arrival of some of 
his prime players which has 
left him with very little time in 
getting the group to gel. 

Only three of the squad 
play in this country; Simon 
Colosimo, Kasey Wehrman 
and late inclusion Michael 


Tumbull, although any of this 
trio would be able to hold 
their own overseas. 

The lightening-fast left 
sided raider Stan Lazaridis 
will be one of Blancofs aces as 
will without question, the 
dynamic netbuster Mark 
Viduka, who disregarded 
emotional pleas from his club 
Leeds United to remain in 
England, in order to honour a 
promise to Blanco that he 
would participate at Sydney 
2000. 


HONDURAS 

iD ee a semi-final penal- 

ty shoot-out victory over 
Mexico and a surprise grand 
final triumph against the USA. 
in their CONCACAF group, 
Honduras are not expected to 
be a finalist in what is a very 
tough group. 

But that’s not say the team 
is inferior, They will be look- 
ing for their inspiration from 
players like striker David 
Suazo, who plays for Italian 
club Cagliari, forwards Elvis 
Scot and Carlos Paez de 
Oliveira from Platense and 
Olympia respectively. 

The coach is Ramon 
Maradiaga, Honduras captain 
of the 1982 Spanish World 
Cup squad. 


ITALY 


To powerful —_Ttalian 
Olympic team jetted into 
Melbourne last Thursday to a 
warm welcome from a mass 
of media and many enthusias- 
tic supporters. 

The European Under-21 
Champions are unquestion- 
ably strong medal favourites, 
if player calibre and creden- 
tials are anything to go by — 
and they usually are. 

To give you an idea of what 
the tournament means to the 
1936 Gold medal winners, the 
Serie A competition has been 
placed on hold for probably 
the first time in its illustrious 
hisiory, until after the games. 

This, of course, enables 
them to bring their strongest 
squad without any of the 


unpleasant club resistance 
problems that have harmed 
the potentiality of a number of 
participating nations. 

The entire squad, under 
coach and former Italian icon 
Marco Tardelli, ply their trade 
in their own country. 


NIGERIA 
Noten the 

absence of Kanu, defend- 
ing champions Nigeria have 
always been a threat at youth 
level and Sydney 2000 will be 
no exception. 

‘The contingent consists of 
prime players such 4s 
Celestine Babayaro of 
Chelsea, Furo— Iyenemi 


GROUP B 
Chile - Kore 


Morocco - 


hile qualified after finish- 

ing runners-up to Brazil 
in the CONMEBOL qualify- 
ing group final phase. 

‘The South American nation 
are hoping to come to 
Australia with seasoned strik- 
er, 33-year old Zamorano as 
well as Auxerre defender 
Pedro Reyes and Udinese 
midfielder David Pizarro 
which along with veteran 
goalkeeper Nelson Tapia, 
could well be the back-bone 
of the first 11, 

Defenders Cristian 
Alvarez, Claudio Maldonado 
and Pablo Contreras, mid- 
fielders Francisco Arrue and 
Rodrigo Nunez and forwards 
Reinaldo Navia, Hector Tapia 
and Colo Colo’s Sebastion 
Gonzalez will also be battling 
for first team honours. 


KOREA REP. 
Ke Republic has the tal- 
nt to surprise any quali- 
ty team on any day. Myung 
Bo Hong is an expert defend- 
erand is likely to link up with 
Ji Sung Park of the Japanese 
club Kyoto Purple Sanga, who 


ROLL OF HONOUR 


Argentina, 
No Football Competition 
Ausina 


‘Yugoslavia 


is one of the youngest players 
in the squad at 19 years of 


age. 

The side qualified as one of 
three countries from the AFC 
region and 

could cause a headache for 
the media, in terms of shirt 
names, since their 18-man 
squad consists of four Park’s, 
four Kimfs and three Lee’s! 


MOROCCO 
rocco, one of four 
Morne from the 
CAF region, will find the 
going tough in this group. 
Striker Salaheddine 
Bassir of the Spanish club 
Deportivo La Coruna, is 
expected to feature promi- 
nently for Morocco along- 
side 18-year old Jaoad Zairi, 
the squad’s youngest team 
member who plays for 
Gueugnon of France. 


SPAIN 


© Spanish are another 
without over-age players 
but that hasn't diminished the 
talent in their squad which is 
expected to moye past the pre- 
liminary stage, having quali- 
fied for the Olympics after 
defeating Slovakia for third 
placing at the U21 European 
Championship. 

The pick of the bunch 
include Gabri and Carlos 
Puyol who are both from FC 
Barcelona, and forward Jose 
Mari, who is with Serie A side 
AC Milan, 


GROUP C 


Cameroon - Czech 
Republic - Kuwait - USA 


CAMEROON 


ameroon has been rocked 

by a regular stream of 
withdrawals of star players 
who have decided to choose 
club before country, if they 
hadn't already sustained an 
injury. 

Liverpool's classy defender 
Rigobert Song is the latest 
departure from the squad that 
qualified from the 

CAF. Region. The 
youngest player of the tourna- 
ment is one of Cameroon's 
goalkeepers, 16-year old 
Carlos Kameni from French 
side Le Havre, 


CZECH REP. 
© Czech Republic is here 
as runners-up to Italy in 
the U21 European 
Championship. 

Hence, they will be no push 
over since they have arrived 
with the likes of Naples mid- 
fielder Marek Jankuloyski and 
forwards Marek Heinz and 
Milan Baros. With their clubs 
unable to supply more than 
two 

players, because of interna- 
tional and domestic commit- 
ments, Slavia Prague forward 
Tomas Dosek has been 

left out, ahead of defenders 
Lukas Dosek and Adam 
Petrous. 


KUWAIT 


Kee qualified for the 
fournament along with 
Korea Republic and Japan 
from the AFC Region. 
Goalkeeper Shehab 
Kankone, 26-year old defend- 
er Jamal Abdulrahman of the 
Al Tadamon club, middle men 


ABSW (8} 


It is likely Geovanni of the The side left home with a 
Cruzeiro club and Lucas of victory over Group B con- 
French side Rennes will also tenders Morocco at their 
be heavily involved. National Stadium, to take their 
Luxemburgo sent the side to unbeaten run to 17 under French 
Sydney’s Olympic village last coach Phillipe Troussier. 
weekend to allow the squad a AS Rome midfielder 
chance to experience being an Hidetoshi Nakata will be one to 

watch, along with 23-year-old J- 
‘League striker Tomoyuki Hirase 
of the Kashima Antlers club. 

Over 5000 Japanese fans are 
expected to watch their side 
take on Brazil at Brisbane’s 
Gabba, together with over 300 
media, Each squad member has 
been promised over 
AU$100,000 if they can take 
home gold. 


SLOVAKIA 


Gianluca Zambrotta: One of ltaly's lovaka finished fourt in the 
prominent stars. recent U23 European cham- 


Adel Al-Anezi and 29-year 
old Abdullah Saihan, and 
striker Bashar Abdulaziz are 
likely to be the main players 
for the Kuwaiti team which is 
not expected to progress from 
the group. 


USA 

North American team 

has been reinforced with 

32-year-old Jeff Agoos of 

Washington’s DC United, the 

strong defender has represent- 

ed the USA senior team 101 
times, 

Liverpool custodian Brad 
Friedel, who has made almost 
70 senior appearances for his 
country, makes a second 
Olympics in place of the 
injured Adin Brown. Frankie 
Hejduk is the other over-age 
team member, a 26-year old 
defender from the German 
club Bayer Leverkusen. 

The squad has also includ- 
ed Landon Donovan, an 18- 
year old forward who is also 
at the Bundesliga side and 
reported to be one of the rising 
stars in the game. 


GROUP D 


Brazil - Japan Slovakia 
- South Africa 


BRAZIL 

h ; Sie contenders Brazil 

ve been training 
solidly since arriving in 
Queensland with their every 
move scrutinised, recorded 
and reported by more than 50 
travelling media representa- 
tives. 

Similarly with the Italians 
and Spanish, the South 
Americans have not included 
any over-age players which is 
no real problem, since they 
can forever call on an abun- 
dance of talent from an 
intensely passionate foot- 
balling nation. 

Alex, who tums 23 the day 
his side plays their first round 
match against Slovakia, is one 
of Brazil’s important play- 
makers, 

The creative midfielder 
currently plays for Serie A 
side Parma. Target, man 
Ronaldinho, from South 
American club Gremio, is 
almost certain to play a signif- 
‘icant part in coach Wanderley 
Luxemburgofs plans, 


ionships and could very well 
Olympian rather than simply a a Ren 
footballer. . ‘They warmed up for their 

While they were in New opening match against Brazil 
South Wales, they took on a with a confidence. lifting 5-1 
beat NSL side Marconi caring of NSL Premiers Perth 
Stallions 4-0 before a capacity Glory Jast Saturday night at the 
Marconi Stadium crowd. WACA Ground, 

Despite winning four Coach Dusan Radolsty said 
World Cups, the Olympic jt will be considered a success if 
Gold medal is the only major the team qualifies from the 
award this extraordinary foot- group. 
balling nation has never won. 


JAPAN SOUTH AFRICA 


z espite a 1-0 warm-up loss 
Te Teena ne LA the Olyrocs, South 
tough competitors and expecte ‘Mftie* are good enough to 
to advance from the group with  ®&USe @ few upsets in their 
the Brazilians. i 
‘They have included defender The squad includes 21-year 
Ryuzo Morioka and midfielder ld midfielder Dumisa Ngobe 
‘Atsuhiro Miura from Shimiza Who is from Turkish club 
S-Pulse and Yokohama F  Ankaragucu and the electrify- 
Marinos, as their over-age play- ing Quentin Fortune of 
ets, Manchester United. 


THE DRAW 


‘Group A 
13-09-00 [2] Adelaide 18:30 Nigeria ys. Honduras 
13.09-00 |[] Melbourne 20-00 Australia vs, Italy 
16-09-00 [10} Adelaide 18:30 Italy vs: Honduras 
16-09-00 [9] Sydney FS 20-00 Australia vs; Nigeria 
19-09-00 [18] Adelaide 18:30 ttaly vs. Nigeria 
19-09-60 [17] Sydney FS 20:00 Australia vs. Honduras 

B 

14-09-00 {3] Adelaide 18:30 Kerea Republic vs. Spain 
14.09.00 [4] Melbourne 20:00 Moroceo vs. Chile 
17.69.00 [11] Adelaide 18:30 Koren Republic vs. Marocso 
1740.00 [12] Melbourne 20:00 Spain vs. Chile 
20-09-00 [19] Adelaide 18:30 Korea Republic vs. Chile 
2 Na Nima vs. Morocco: 


15-09-00 [6] Brisbane 19:00 Cameroon ws. Kuwait 
13-00-00 {5} Canberra 20:00 United States vs. Czech Rep 
16-09-00 [14] Brisbane 19:00 Cech Republic vs. Kuwait 
16-09-00 [13] Canberra 20:00 United States vs. Cameroon 
19-09-00 [22} Brisbane 19:00 Czech Republic vs, Cameroon 
19-09-00 [21] Mettioume 20:00 United States vs. Kuwait, 


Group D 

14-09-00 [7] Brishane 19:00 Bruail vs. Slovakia 
14-09-00 [8} Canberra 20:00 South Africa vs. Japan 
17-08-00 [15] Brisbane 19:00 Brazil vs. South Africa 
17-09-00 [16] Canberra 20:00 Slovakia vs, Japan 
20-09-00 [23} Brisbane 19:00 Brazil vs Japan 
20-09-00 [24] Canberra 20:00 Slovakia ¥s. South Afnca 

QUARTER-FINALS 


23-09-00) [27] Adelaide 18:30 Winner C vs. 2nd D 
25-09-00 [28] Brisbane 19:00 Winner D vs. 2nd C 
23-09-00 [25] Sydney FS 20-00 Winner A vs. 2nd B 
23-09-00 [26] Melbourne 20-00 Winner B vs. 2nd A 


‘SEMIFINALS 
26-09-00 [25] Sydney FS 20-00 Winner 25.vs. Winner 27 
26-09-00 [30] Melbourne 2000 Winner 26 vs. Winner 28 
THIRD PLACE 


29-09-00 [31] Syriney FS 20:00 L 29 vs. L 30 
FINAL 
30-09-00 [32} Sydney OS 12:00 Winner 29 ys. Winner 30 
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SS CALLS IT @ DAY 


By Glenn Davis 
ochedale Rovers and former 
Brisbane Strikers and 
Queensland keeper Graham 

Ross has decided to call it quits 
from the game he’s played almost 
his entire life. 

“Rossie” as he’s more affectionate- 
ly known by both teammates and 
opponents, started the game as a tiny 
five-year-old and at still a young age 
for a keeper is retiring at just 32 while 
he’s still at the top. 

Ross wants to leave the game on his 
own terms rather than receiving the 
tap on the shoulder to be told his play- 
ing days are numbered, 

However, his inyolyement in the 
game won't entirely be lost as he 
intends to become a goalkeeping 
coach next season at all club levels. 


“Tt’s sad for me and there’s going to 
be a huge hole in my life,” Ross told 
his fans in a recent article. 

“Td like to thank everybody 
involved with soccer in Queensland. 
T've made a lot of friends over the 
years.” 

Ross, who played 10 seasons in the 
Queensland Premier League and six 
in the national league for the Brisbane 
Strikers, has a wealth of experience to 
impart to any budding goalkeeper. 

He rated Brisbane Strikers historic 
grand final win over Sydney United at 

Lang Park in 1997 as his career 
highlight despite being a reserve to 
Clint Bolton. 

Other highlights included earning 
Queensland representative honours 
and a premier league grand final win 
with his club Rochedale. 

Ross was recently overlooked by 


newly appointed Queensland coach 
Miron Bleiberg for the interstate 
match against New South Wales 
which was another factor in his deci- 
sion to retire. 

Ross was told by Bleiberg he want- 
ed to give some of the younger keep- 
ers in the league the opportunity to 
play for the Maroons. 

“Miron told me he wanted to give 
some of the younger guys a chance 
and that was fine by me,” he said. 

However, Bleiberg didn’t dispense 
with his services entirely and asked 
him to coach the three Queensland 
keepers, Jason Lucas, Jamie Irwin and 
‘Trevor Gilliland. 

Ross, who also played with 
Coalstars and Olympic, rated 
Brisbane City national league keeper 
Kim Wishart as the biggest influence 
on his career. 


“It’s sad for me and there’s going to be a 
huge hole in my life.” 


Graham Ross: Calls it quits. 


CLEM JONES GOLD MEDAL 


Brownlie caps super season with top award 


14- 


Royce Brownlie receives his award from 
Clem Jones, 


capped off a memorable Queensland 

premier league season when he won 
the coveted Clem Jones Gold Medal in 
Brisbane last week. 

Brownlie, (pictured receiving his medal from 
Brisbane’s former Lord Mayor Clem Jones) 
polled 22 votes to beat Brisbane City midfield- 
er Damien Waugh and Bundaberg’s Tony 
Roebuck by one point. 

The Clem Jones medal is awarded to the 
league's best and fairest player during the sea- 
son’s 27 games. 

A player sent off is deemed ineligible. 

Brisbane Lions’ former striker Sasha 
Radulovic finished fourth with 20 points, only 
two points behind Brownlie, despite not playing 
most of the second round after he quit the club 
to try his luck with a national league club in 
Sydney. 

Brownlie polled consistently throughout the 


B risbane Lions’ striker Royce Brownlie 


league’s three rounds and finished the premier 
league season as the leading scorer with 22 
goals, four clear of nearest rival Matt Olley 
from Rochedale. 

Brownlie, who had 4 brief stint in the nation- 
al league last season with Brisbane Strikers, 
also was judged Queensland’s best player in the 
Tecent interstate clash against New South Wales 
at Perry Park. 

No goalkeeper has ever won the Clem Jones 
medal, but‘ Toowoomba Raiders’ keeper Trevor 
Gilliland went close to creating history when he 
finished fifth with 19 points. 

Brisbane Lions have dominated the Clem 
Jones medal in recent years winning it three 
times in the past four years. 

The Clem Jones medal was won by the Gold 
Coast’s Eddie Lees last yearbut Lions’ stalwart 
and former Queensland and national league 
great Steve Jackson won it the previous two 
years. 


Meanwhile Olympic fever hit the Gold Coast 
last Thursday when a crowd in excess of 10,000 
turned up to watch Brazil's superstars beat the 
Brisbane Strikers 3-0 in a friendly at Carrara. 

Roads leading to the Carrara venue were 
jammed packed for the pre-Olympic curtain 
raiser with many spectators forced to park kilo- 
metres from the venue. 

Brazil took charge of the game from the out- 
set and took a 1-0 lead after just five minutes 
from the penalty spot from Roger. 

Lucio made it 2-0 in the 19th minute while 
Roger added the Brazilianis third in the 33rd 
minute when he finished off a brilliant move 
involving several one touches between 
Giovanni and Fabio Aurelio. 

Strikers goalkeeper Daniel Duke and substi- 
tute Nathan Coe stood out for the Strikers with 
officials believing the result could easily have 
been far greater except for some fine saves. 


The Clem Jones Medal is awarded to the League’s Best and Fatrest 
Player during the season's 27 games. 
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id you know that there are over 100 
jAustralian soccer players plying their 
trade in many of the top leagues around 
the world? 
Every year new names emerge on the world stage, 
painting the picture of green and gold into a portrait 
of global recognition. 


Player of the Week: Paul Agostino to 1860 
Munich’s rescue again. 


“Aussies Around the Globe’ is our weekly look at 
the exploits of these players and their performances. 


hile: It is worth mentioning that Europe and 
Asia aren’t the only continents where Aussies 
ply their trade. 

Marcelo Pena has been a regular in Chilean first 
division side Everton, and recently featured in their 
2-0 loss to Italiano. 

While Leo Carle plays for Uruguayan club 
Nacional. “Aussies Around the Glebe’ will keep you 
posted on our South American representatives, 


ingland: Harry Kewell underwent surgery last 
Friday on his damaged Achilles tendon and 
hopes tw be back in action by Christmas. 


League: Socceroos Mark Viduka and 

Danny Tiatto both played full games in the mid- 
week clash between Leeds United and Manchester 
City. 

Tiatto’s Man City won a closely fought encounter 
2-1, with Viduka failing to score in his last game 
before the Olympics. 

Tiatto picked up a groin strain which prevented 
him from taking part in City’s weekend clash with 
Liverpool. 

Other Aussies to feature in the Premier League 
include Mark Schwarzer, who played in both of 
Boro’s games over the past week, and John Aloisi, 
who came on in the 70th minute for Coventry against 
Newcastle. 


ivision One: Shaun Murphy, Jason Van Blerk 
and Kevin Muscat all had full games, while 
Jason Kearton kept a cleansheet for Crewe. 


ermany: Paul Agostino has come to the rescue 
for 1860 Munich after scoring twice in their 
match against Borussia Dortmund, 

Agostino scored first in the 34th minute and then 
the match winner in the 86th minute, to give 1860 
Munich an unlikely 3-2 victory, and hand Dortmund 
their first defeat. Agostino has scored four goals in 
four games to be equal second on the Bundesliga 
scorers chart, 


Teece: Socceroo Pablo Cardozo has been fea~ 
turing regularly in the Greek first division with 
club Athinaikos, 
Cardozo recently played a full game in 
Athinaikos’s 3-0 loss away to Iraklis. 


ransfer Market: Parramatta Power midfielder 

Jacob Bums has signed for Leeds United on a 3 
year contract. Burns has been added to the senior 
squad that will compete in upcoming Champions 
League games against AC Milan, Beskitas and 
Barcelona. 

Adelaide City’s Mathew Kemp has been trans- 
ferred to Italian C1 team Spal S.P.A. Anthony Maslic 
of St. George (NSW) has been transferred to NK 
Sibemik of Croatia, and former Joey, Iain Fyfe, has 
been cleared to join Scottish Premier League club 


AUSSIES AROUND THE GLOBE 


Wit Elicia Did you know that there are over 100 Australian soccer players 
plying their trade in many of the top leagues around the world? Every year new names emerge 
on the world stage, painting the picture of green and gold into a portrait of global recognition Aussie 
Around The Globe is our weekly look at the exploits of these players and their performance. 


Player of the Week: Paul Agostino gave us two 
reasons why he should be player of the week for a 
second time this season. His midweek performance 
against Borussia Dortmund, scoring twice in a 3-2 
victory, was first-class, 

The 1860 Munich striker is hot at the moment, 
scoring an average of a goal a game. Can anyone 


stop him? 


MARCON! 
(A Costanzo 71m, S Radulovic 79m) 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 


(N Carle 28m) 
Referee: S Rostocic. 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 
{A Harper 38m pen, D McBreen 71m) 


MARCONI STALLIONS 


(M Babic 57m) 


1 (3) 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 1 (1) 


(A Surjan 20m) 


Marconi won on penalties. 


Referee: J Bowdler 


Crowd: 1020 at Breakers Stadium; 
Player of the series: Glenn Moore (Newcastle 


Breakers). 
By Greg Danvers Sydney Olympic Games pro- 
= éhaeb portions. 
‘The Olympics have had the 


T: third place playoff 
was abandoned in 
what can only be 
described as a debacle of 


ticketing debacle, the Kevan 
Gosper and Phil Coles scan- 
dals along with the unveiling 


Final Wrap 


of the secret Olympic 
Cauldron. 
‘The Breakers have had their 


ownership wrangles, player 
walkouts and now no referee 
for the second most important 
game of the series. 

Just after the true blue soc- 
cer faithful had settled into 
their seats at Breakers Stadium 
to watch the star studded 
Northern Spirit and Sydney 
Olympic outfits fight out for 
third spot in the Breakers pre- 
season challenge _the 
announcement came over the 
public address system that the 
match had been cancelled 
because of unforseen circum- 
stances, 

Unforseen circumstances 
humbug it was just another 
Breakers administration, or 
lack of it, bungle as the embat- 
tled continues bumbling along. 

On top of all their other off 
field dramas someone forgot to 
tell Soccer Australia they had 
moved the tournament forward 
from 6 ofclock to Ipm, The 
referees appointed by Soccer 
Australia werenit at the ground 
for the one oiclock start to the 
finale. 

An attempt to have former 
Socceroo and now Breakers 
assistant coach David Lowe 
control the match was rejected 
by the coaches. 

“We are disappointed to say 
the least,” Northern Spirit 


coach Graham Arnold said. 

“The Northern Spirit club 
spent a lot of money on our 
team to compete here putting 
us up and there’s 20 of us, ina 
motel for five days. 

“Lee Sterrey has come up 
with a great idea and itis not 
his fault we can't play today. 

“It one person’s fault in 
administration that didnit tell 


“Everything in our power 
will be done to make it up to 
the supporters and as CEO of 
the Breakers I must accept full 
responsibility and wear it on 
the chin.” 

The day didn’t improve 
much from there for the 
Breakers as Marconi collected 
the Challenge Cup and the $15 
000 winners purse with a 3-1 


POINTS TABLE AFTER ROUND 3 OF 3: 


Club 
Breakers 
Marconi 
Olympic 
Spirit 


Surjan curled a dead ball 
around the wall and into the 
net from 25 metres after 
replacement referee John 
Bowdler awarded a free kick 
when Marconi defender Pan- 


Marconi: Pre-season Challenge Cup Champions. 


the referees of the change of 
time.” 

Breakers CEO Morris 
McAlister later told ABSW 
that he was to take the blame 
and that the club would make 
it up to the supporters. 

“We sincerely apologise to 
our supporters and the teams,” 
McAlister said. 


win on penalties. 

‘The match was all locked 
up at 1-1 at the end of regula- 
tion time. Two great goals, one 
in each half from two enter- 
taining teams, 

Newcastle was first to 
score, 20 minutes into the first 
stanza, through Antony 
Surjan. 


Keun Kim fouled Breakers 
striker John Buonavoglia. 

Marconi equalised 12 min- 
utes into the second half 
through Mark Babic who 
drove the ball low and hard 
from the edge of the area to 
beat the diving Breakers 
‘keeper Bob Catlin. 

Newcastle Breakers central 


defender Glenn Moore was 
named player of the series. 


“Overall it was a great tour- 
nament but we are a bit under- 
done in fitness at the moment,” 
Breakers coach Lee Sterrey 
said. 

“I wasnit disappointed we 
didnit loose a game with three 
draws and a win. 

“Penalty shoot outs are a _ 
real toss of the coin really,” 

“For Marconi it was more a 
matter of keeping the players 
feet on the ground with expec- 
tations high in the camp as 
they were to play the Brazilian 
Olympic team at Marconi 
Stadium on the following day. 

“['m pleased with the out- 
come of the tournament and 
tomorrow is another big 
game,” Marconi coach Eddie 
Krncevic said. 

“Concentration out there 
carly today was a problem and 
with the Brazil game thatis 
understandable, 

“Our second half was a lot 
better and it is a bonus to win 
the cup and fifteen grand.” 

Marconi ended up losing 
40 to the Brazilians the fol- 
lowing day. 
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Greek-Australian S 


The PM congratulates disabled ten-pen bowling 
champion Magdalene Paschall. 


John Howard announced his $80,000 donation to Provicare. 


Gn. 


The Boys trom Epping hold aloft their prize. 
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BILL TURNER TROPHY FINAL — 
WEDNESDAY SEPT 6 


WESTFIELDS SPORTS HIGH ... .3 
(Sarah Cooke 2m, 43m; Elisha Passarello 18m) 
SOUTH GRAFTON HIGH .......0 
Referee: G Brown. 


ESTFIELDS Sports High won the inau- 

gural Bill Turner Trophy girl’s soccer 

tournament with a hard fought 3-0 win 
over South Grafton High School. 

Sarah Cooke opened the scoring in the second 
minute after working her way into the area and shot 
at goal, the ball taking a deflection off a South 
Grafton defender and into the net. South Grafton 
keeper Shandi Reti was wrong footed by the deflec- 
tion. 

Sixteen minutes later Elisha Passarello, who 


SEMI-FINALS 'UESDAY SEPT 5 


SOUTH GRAFTON ..........+3 
(Kenishia Warren 4m, 31m; Matisse Ward 53m) 
KINCUMBER ......20:00000 0d 
(Analise Allan 12m) 
Referee: C Stevens. 


to advance to the Bill Turner Trophy final with 
a convincing 3-1 win over the Central Coast’s 
Kincumber High. 

A double to Kenishia Warren and a free kick strike to 
Matisse Ward the goal scorers for South Grafton with 
Analise Allan the scorer for Kincumber, 

Warren opened the scoring in the eighth minute with a 
right foot strike from ten metres. 

Allan equalised for Kincumber four minutes later with 
a right-footed shot from 25 metres. 

‘Warrea steered home a comer one minute into the sec- 
ond half while Matisse Ward struck a dead ball free kick 
from outside the penalty area high into the net to confirm 
the result and a final berth. 

‘The girls played well in trying conditions,’ South 
Grafton coach Gerry O'Connor said of the win in windy 
conditions. 

“They're much bigger than us but we hung in there and 
wore them down.” 


WESTFIELDS SPORTS HIGH ... .2 
(Rosanna Ciacciarelli 10m, 24m) 
BATHURST ......++2-+++-++.0 
Referee: G Brown. 


S Grafton High School became the first team 


‘estfields Sports High confirmed 

favouritism for the Bill Turner Trophy 

final after winning 2-0 over Bathurst in the 
second semi final, 

Rosanna Ciacciarelli scored two individual goals in 
the first half to send her team into the inaugural Bill 
‘Tumer Trophy final. 

Ciacciarelli tumed the opposition twice to set herself 
for a 10 metre shot on goal that was calmly slotted past 
the Bathurst goalkeeper Renee Aberley. 

‘Six minutes before the break Ciacciarelli was sent goal 
bound when Elisha Passarello neatly headed on for her 
team-mate. Ciacciarelli again calmly slotted the ball 
home. 

“The girls played well and had the desire to win today,” 
Westfields Sports High coach Geoff Stanmore said. 


Tuesday ‘act week the culmination of another 12 

Nig ime pe rh it 
dock MeLaughlon Oval situcted in. the 

Fear Nocatee te £0 i Taner Gand 


showed in the toumament strength well above her 
diminutive size, tapped home from a goalmouth 
scramble. 

Cooke put the match out of reach for the South 
Grafton side 11 minutes after the break when she 
chipped Reti from 25 metres to take the score to 3-0. 

‘Tm extremely happy given the restrictions on not 
being able to play your state players,’ Westfields 
Sports High coach David Erwin said of his sides win 
over South Grafton. 

South Grafton centre midfielder Kenishia Warren 
was named the Star Player of the Year in the Bill 
Tumer Trophy. 

Although beaten by Westfield Sports High the 
young and much smaller side from South Grafton 
went home happy knowing they are the second best 
side, from almost 180 teams, in the competition that 
this year came under the auspices of the Northem 
NSW Schools Soccer. 


LG BILL TURNER CUP 
SEMI-FINALS - TUESDAY SEPT 5 


EPPING .....-2.0200000e seed 
(Tim Gardiner 40m, Matthew Peatey 44m pen) 
PALM BEACH-CURRUMBIN .....1 
(Ross Fenech 10m) 

Referee: K Berry. 


pping High School made their first LG Bill 

‘Turner Cup final since winning the prestigious 

schoolboy soccer tournament in 1990 with a 
2-1 hard fought semi final win over Palm Beach- 
Currumbin. 

Palm Beach took the lead in the 10th minute when 
Ross Fenech curled a comer into the net. 

‘The match stayed at 1-0 to Palm Beach until half time 
after Epping missed the first of two penalties in the match 
in the 16th minute. 

Ten minutes into the second half Epping equalised 
through a clinically finished goal to Tim Gardiner. 

Palm Beach-Currumbin were down a man several 
minutes later when referee Kerry Berry had 20 hesitation 
in sending their keeper from the field for a professional 
foul. Epping’s Matthew Peatey buried the ball into the 
right of the net from the spot. 


NOTRE DAME 

(Frankie Lagana 3m, 60m) 

MENAL .... 2c c cee en nent e eed 
(Kieran Gleeson 56m) 

Referee: L Osland. 


‘otre Dame College from Shepparton became 

the first Victorian team, in 22 years, to make 

the final of the LG Bill Turner Cup with a grit- 
ty 2-1 win over Menai High. 

Frankie Lagana was the star for Notre Dame scoring in 
the third minute with a well-directed free kick into the 
left of goal, 

Menai, probably the better-organised side of the two, 
had ample opportunities to equalise throughout but it was 
not until the 56th minute that they found the net. Kieran 
Gleeson steered a left footed drive into the net at the far 
comer from 28 metres out. 

With unlimited substitutions allowed in the tourna- 
ment Lagana returned in the dying minutes of the match 
to steal the victory and send the Victorians into raptures. 

Lagana, with his first touch of the ball after returning 
to the field, showed great strength and balance to round 
the Menai keeper James Randall and then beat two 
defenders to steer the ball into an open goal. 

“Nerve racking stuff this soccer,’ Notre Dame manag- 
er Peter Dmytriw said. 

“We lost our shape a bit when under pressure but 


ae eye series, 
ecto a 
organise and 


LG BILL TURNER CUP FINAL — 
WEDNESDAY SEPT 6 


EPPING BOYS HIGH ..........2 
(Michael Mouyis 34m, Matthew Peatey 44m 


pen) 

NOTRE DAME COLLEGE .......1 
(Frankie Lagana 28m) 

Referee: S Bird. 


pping Boys High won their first LG Bill 
Turner Cup soccer final since 1990 down- 
ing Notre Dame College 2-1. 
Notre Dame College from Shepparton was the first 
Victorian side to reach the final of the coveted 
schoolboys soccer competition. 


Both schools will receive a television from LG 


Electronics Australia Pty Ltd in a gesture of goodwill 
by the Soccer Australia sponsor, 

Mr Christopher Kim managing director of LG 
Electronics was at the LG Bill Tumer Cup final to 
present the medallions and trophies but stunned the 
gathered crowd and players with his announcement 
of the prize for each school. 

Epping will receive a 25’ television for the school 
while Notre Dame College will pick-up a 21" set 
from LG Electronics Australia. 


BILL TURNER TROPHY THIRD PLACE 
PLAYOFF - WEDNESDAY SEPT 6 


KINCUMBER HIGH 

(Sarah James 9m, 25m) 

BATHURST HIGH ............2 
(Alison Taunton 3m, Emily Churches 33m) 
Referee: C Binks. 


incumber and Bathurst High Schools 
| arses 
iird spot in the Bill Turner Trophy. 

Alison Tauton scored first for Bathurst in the fourth 
minute tapping home a spilt ball by Kincumber’s 
keeper Malita Hill. 

Kincumber striker Sarah James evened the scoring 
in the ninth minute and then scored again with five 
minutes remaining before the break. 

Bathurst's best player of the finals series Emily 
Churches cleaned up at the far post in the 33rd minute 
to equalise. 

Both teams worked hard at trying to break the 
deadlock with the match finishing a 2-2 draw and a 
fair indication of the match and teams. 

“The girls had a great time and also played some 
quality football,” Bathurst coach Greg Ballantyne 
said, 


=) 


Notre Dame was the first to score through Frankie 
Lagana when a cross came in from the left side in the 
‘28th minute. Lagana was able to beat Epping keeper 
William Tan to the ball and tapped in for the lead just 
before half time. 

Epping equalised four minutes after the break 
when skipper Michael Mouyis threaded a free kick, 
from 25 metres out, through a gap in the wall to beat 
the Notre Dame keeper Stefan Zito at the far post. 

Epping sealed their second Bill Turner Cup, previ- 
ously won in 1990 over Whitebridge (Lake 
Macquarie), when Matthew Peatey slammed the ball 
into the roof of the net from the penalty spot 10 min- 
utes later. 

‘The boys have played really well throughout the 
LG Bill Tumer Cup,’ Epping coach David Erwin 
said. 

‘I thought we peaked at the right time.” 

Notre Dame College had the weight of Victoria on 
their shoulders being the first side from south of the 
border to make the finals series but will travel home 
content they gave their all and were in no way out- 
classed on the day. 

“We were 1-0 up at half time and things were look- 
ing good but unfortunately the Epping boys were too 
strong and saw the game right out,’ Notre Dame 
manager Peter Dmytriw said. 


LG BILL TURNER CUP THIRD PLACE 
PLAYOFF - WEDNESDAY SEPT 6 


MENAI HIGH .......222002442 
(Matthew Clarkson 4m, David Braun 55m) 
PALM BEACH-CURRUMBIN 
SPORTS HIGH ... 

(Matt Hilton 17tn) 

Referee: R Arthur. 


enai High was able to conjure up a 2-1 

win over Palm Beach-Currumbin, when 

a draw looked imminent, in the third 
place play-off of the LG Bill Turner Cup. 

Matthew Clarkson had Menai off to a good start 
with a left footed drive from 20 metres out after weav- 
ing his way through the centre of the park four min- 
utes into the match. 

Palm Beach-Currumbin was back in the match and 
on equal terms in the 17th minute through Matt 
Hilton. Hilton drilled the ball into the net from the 
corner of the area. 

‘Tt was a pretty even match we missed a few 
chances and they took theirs,’ Palm Beach-Currumbin 
coach Sam Wiseman said. 


All matches were played at 
Jack McLaughlan Oval, 
Edgeworth in the City of Lake 
Macquarie. 


Reports by Greg Danvers 
ABSW Newcastle 
Correspondent 


Pictures supplied by 
Northern NSW Socce 
Federation 


Special thanks to Mr 
Christopher Kim managing 
director of LG . Electronics 
Australia Pty Ltd, Bill Turner, 


and Barry Kemp. 


A Message 
Jrom Bill Turner 
to Players All Students 


WHY RUIN YOUR BODY 
AND SPORTING CAREER? 


SAY “NO WAY”! 
Cigarettes is 


Alcohol — 
Drugs. 


LG Electronic’s Mr Christopher Kim with the Prize. 


We are the Champions: Epping Boys High. 
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Dianne Alagich Alicia Ferguson. 
cop f vesur 


Born: 12-5-79, Adelaide Born: 31-10-81, Brisbane 

Home state: SA Home state: Qid 

Team: SASI Pirates Team: QAS Sting 

Ht: 169cm Wt: 64kg Ht: 165cm Wt: 61kg 

Snapshot: Won her way into World Snapshot: Striker who made her = r 
Cup team in mid-1999. Has become a__ international debut in Europe at 15 The Matildas: A real medal chance for Australia. 


key defender who is ultra-reliable. and was in the 1999 World Cup team. Team: Nthn NSW Pride A 
nissa Tann-Darby 


Ht: 173cm Wt: 60kg 
Sharon Black Alison Forman Snapshot: Australia’s equal top 
goalscorer. Competed in the 1995 cap 


[ DEBUT ) World Cup and has played 


professionally in Japan. Bom: Gel O6 7. Sygney 
Born: 4-4-71, Adelaide Born: 17-3-99, Maitland, NSW erie < a 
Peace hres Ws Kate McShea He) 
Page a eam: Ninn NSW Bade Snapshot: First BENer to reach 50 A 
Ht: 165cm Wt: 60kg Ht: 164cm Wt: 60kg 7 ee ‘ 
Snapshot: Dynamic left midfielder Snapshot: Captain since October last cD iterator caps andienalns 
who has scored a record four hat- year and a linch-pin in midfield. Born: 13-4-83, Redcliffe, Qld ig Pee 3 


tricks for Australia. Competed in 1995 and 1999 World Home state: Qld Leanne Trimboli 


Cups. Team: QAS Sting 
Ht: 176cm Wt: 60k 


Bi on Duus Heather Garriock Snapshot: Composed midfielder 


[ esr } a made debut in May this year and Born: 10-11-75, Adelaide 
r vesut named in Olympic team three weeks Homalatatedsn 
Born: 7-10-77, Brisbane 


later. Team: SASI Pirates 

Home state: Qld Born: 21-12-82, Liverpool Ht: 186cm Wt: 65kg 
Team: QAS Sting Home state: ACT Julie Murray Snapshot: Fearless goalkeeper with 
Ht: 162cm Wt: 62kg Team: NSW Sapphires great reflexes. Made debut in goals in 
Snapshot: Never-say-die midfielder Ht: 165cm Wt: 58kg January. 
who fought her way back after Snapshot: Lively midfielder 
missing pre-selection and having knee Born: 28-4-70, Adelaide Sacha Wainwright 
surgery. Kelly Golebiowski Home state: NSW 

° =n oa Team: NSW Sapphires 


cp Ht: 161¢m Wt: 56kg 
Snapshot: Has become a World-class Born: 6-2-72, Canberra 


Gladesville Hornsby Born: 26-7-81, Sydney striker and is a big occasion Home state: ACT _ 
. Home state: NSW performer. Member of first World Team: Canberra Eclipse 
MS toes liom: NSW Sapphires All-Stars tear. Ht: 165cm Wt: 56kg 
< 4s Ht: 156 Wt: 50k Snapshot: Recalled last year. 
Association St 


Snapshot: Th tt Cheryl Salisbury y 
P.O. Box 525 rai sceni/ALatralaiat aoe 44, e a sb Trace Wheeler 


Gladesville NSW 2111 Played in 1999 World Cup and cD 


possesses speed and skills. 
Born: 8-3-74, Newcastle, NSW Born: 26-9-67, Sydne 
Peita-Claire Hepperlin Home state: ACT Home state: are u 
Team: Nthn NSW Pride Team: SAS! Pirates 
WOMENS STATE/SUPER LEAGUE iff peur } Ht: 179cm Wt: 72kg Ht: 180cm Wt: 74kg 
GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE U16’S eat ual woe goelecoret who Snapshot: Longest-serving and most 
; Born: 24-12-81, Canberra rs imanding role in capped goalkeeper since making her 
Cells VCs ASCE Home state: ACT defence. debut in 1989. 
This strong women's Association is seeking ‘Team: Canberra Eclipse 


suitably qualified coaches for the above a : € Bridgett Starr Amy Wilson 


positions. Applicants should ring Colin Munn 
on 9652 1568 for further details. her debut in March last year and DERUT [ peeur } 


PL R ‘ W , was in the World Cup team three 3 Gexnront nt RaW 
months later. Born: 10-12-75, Tamworth orn: 9-6-80, Wollongong, 
ater: Home state: NSW Home state: ACT 


Players wanted for the above teams in 2001. Sunni Hughes Team: NSW Sapphires Reams Candenalrelpss 

First trial will be held 10am Sunday, October Ht: 173cm Wt: 63kg Si 5 RA . & g cat ‘ 
29th, at George Kendall Reserve, Trumble Ave. Snapshot: Made her debut in 1994 at Reeee an nate a iS ran for 
Ermington. For further details ring Colin 18 against Japan. A crafty and q 8. gibi rie 1 coat et 
Munn, 9652 1568 or Adrian jones powerful defender who competed at international debut in atage 15 


(after Oct. 14th) 9808 2093, 0418 406800. Fon eee oe: NSW the 1999 Cup. and is a good distributor from midfield. 
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TARS IN THE 


ABSW’s Mark Stavroulakis continues his weekly look at 
Junior Soccer in Australia. 


THE STATS & FACTS 
Clubs Played At: 
ub US Spey tyme 
Age Started Playing Soccer: 5 


THE LOOK FORWARD 
Career Highlight To Date: 
sonring scoring a goal in the final of the 

National NNSW. 


Ambition: To represent Australia and to play overseas, | 


Words Of Advice: 
Best Advice Received: “No matter whiat happens on the 
pitch as tong as you give 10% every game then 


“Finday 
-Don’t Be A Menace To South Central While Drinking 
Juice In The Hood 
Speed 


|| If you could be a character from any movie who 
would you be? Jet Lee in Romeo must dic 
Best ever concert: ‘The Wiggics 
5 Cé’s You Couldn't Do Without? 
Wild 11 
Skitz Mix 7 
-Next Friday Soundtrack 
-Dr Dre - 2001 
-Romeo Must Die Soundtrack 
Favourite TV show: Italian Soccer Highlights on SBS 
Favourite Cartoon Character: 
Dinner Party For 6, Who Would You Invite? 
~My 3 brothers (Joc, Paul, Robert) 
~My 3 Nephews (Michael, Jason, Cristian) 
Anti-Pasto 
|) Main Course: ‘Chicken with Mushroom sauce and 


against 


Playing for NSW and | 


ntertaining, sharp and excit- 
E= can sum up 15-year-old 
‘young gun Michael Di Meglio. 
The ace striker was one of the many 
young hopeful talents on show at the recent 
‘National Identification Titles held at Parklea. 
Di Meglio represented the victorious NSW 
Under 14 side that went on to defeat a tough 
Northem NSW side, “It was great representing 
your state as it is something that you always 
look forward in doing. Winning it was great, and 
I was more than happy in being in such a good 
squad,” said the exciting striker. 
Being proud and happy was what Michael 
expetienced as apart from his three goals scored 


Michael Di Meglio: They call him 
“Rocky”. 


in the Nationals, one notable goal was in the 
final where Michael used his speed, skill and 
momentum to score a brilliant solo goal. 
“Twas yery happy to put that goal away as it 
made the score line at that time 2-0, and also 
made my confidence sky rocket,’ said Michael, 
Team spirit is something Michael is well 
aware of as he was apart of the successful youth 


side of the recent Under 15 Sydney Olympic 
side that won seven titles in three years. 

“The Under 13's at Olympic pretty much 
kick started my career in high level soccer, The 
squad at that time was great as we all played for 
each other. As we grew older, so did our mate- 
ship with one another and that was pretty much 
the key to our success. 

Unfortunately, it was a pity that most of the 
players from this squad have decided to go their 
own ways. Nevertheless I will never forget the 
good memories I had with this squad,”said the 
Kogarah Marist student. 

The striker certainly has an eye for goal as in 
his first year at Olympic, Michael Bagged 33 
goals. In his second year he repeated that effort 
by scoring 32 goals, and last year Di Meglio fin- 
ished up with 13 goals. 

Overall, a mammoth goal tally, and no doubt 
there are many more goals to come from this 
young, exciting striker. 

‘Rocky’ as he is known to his team mates is 
also in negotiations with a couple of National 
League clubs, who are after the signature of this 
young gun, Also, the NSW Institute of Sport, to 
no surprise is also after the services of Michael, 
with the professional training done at the 
Tnsfitute, who knows how high Di Meglio can 
20. 

“The Institute have offered me a scholarship 
which is very good, but all will be finalised in 
the next few days, as negotiations with some 
National League clubs are also being done,” 
said Rocky. 

‘The young stars aim is to play with the cream 
of the crop in the Serie A of the Italian League, 
and with his goal scoring ability, anything is 
possible, 

Rest assured, you haven't heard the last of the 
Di Meglio name as Michaelis younger brother 
Robert, is a star in the making as well. The 13- 
year-oldstriker currently at Sydney Olympic 
hopes to emulate his brother’s achievements 
soon. 


ne of the many gifted youth players 

that haye been around for some 

time, Gavin Hartge knows what it 
takes to make sacrifices for the game he 
loves best. 

The big 18-year-old midfielder has done 
many things in life that have been for the best 
for his game. “You have to sacrifice many 
things if you know soccer is what you want to 
do in life,’ said Hartge. 

One of the 30 Joeys members in last yearis 
World Cup runners-up campaign, Gavin's 
biggest thrill was putting on the Green and 
Gold Jersey. ‘Playing against Bahrain in last 
yearis Asian World Cup Qualifiers would 
have to go down as my biggest achievement 
yet. When we scored the one-and only goal of 
the game, the strong 10,000 crowd went 
silent. It was the best feeling knowing that 
your country qualified for a World Cup,i said 
Gavin. 

Starting off his career at Blacktown City in 
the Under 13s, it was there people realised 
that this young lad had potential. Through 
time, his name grew even stronger and get- 
ting achievements such as being apart of the 
Under 14 and 15 NSW state teams was a 
great honour. 

Tn his third year at the ever-successful 
youth scheme of the NSW Institute of Sport, 
‘Uncle Gav’ (as he is known to his mates), 
had many good things to say about the 
NSWIS. 

“The Institute itself is probably one of the 
best youth set-ups in the world. It made me 
confident as a player and helped me in all 
aspects of my game. The facilities at the 
Institute are of course very professional, but 
the fact that as a young lad you can play 
much older opponents really helps your 
game,’ said Hartge. 


Apart from soccer, Gavin is an apprentice 
painter and decorator, and it is sacrifices like 
his job that make Hartge a very dedicated 
player. ‘We train four times at the Institute 
and a game so it really is hard with work. 1 
teally like the trade I am in as it gives me a 
fall back after soccer, but like I said earlier, I 
want to make a career out of soccer,i said the 
former St Andrews College student. 


Gavin Paul Hartge: Dedicated and 
knows the sacrifices that need 
to be made. 


The future looks bright for this young star, 
as time is on his side. ‘I really want to have a 
good season with the Institute and hopefully 
at the end of it get a couple of offers either 
overseas or in Australia. However, I really 
want to play my football, enjoy it and hope- 
fully if all goes well, play at the 
highest possible level,’ said the 
eager star. A 


Gavin Paul Hartge 


Ambition: 
Words Of Advice; ‘Pyt in the hard work and youill | 


make it anywhere” | 


|| Best Advice Received: “Put in the hand work and you'll 


make it) 
(NSWIS Coach Kelly Cross} 


If you could be « character from ny movie who | 


would you be? Tom Crise in Top Gan 
Best ever concert: Towel at the State Theatre 
5 Cd's You Couldn't Do Without? 
~ Reef - Replenish 
+ Bon Jovi - Crossmads 
~ Jewel — Pieces OF You 
Saree ne Deere eerae ease 2 
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efender Aldair cele- 
brated his 10th 
anniversary in Serie 
A over the weekend having 
won the top prize in world 
soccer with Brazil but virtu- 
ally nothing with AS Roma. 

‘The 34-year-old believes 
he has only two years left to 
bring Fabio Capello’s side the 
league title they have longed 
for since 1983. 

‘And with Roma boasting 
arguably their best squad 
since the days of Giuseppe 
Giannini, Bruno Conte and 
Aldzir’s compatriot Falcao, 
the sofily-spoken centreback 
says this is the year. 

“Reinforcements have 
arrived in the shape of 
(Gabriel) Batistuta, Emerson 
and Samuel,” Aldair told 
reporters. “The time is right... 
T don’t want to win the cham- 
pionship at the last attempt.” 

Tn a country where soccer 
players migrate from club to 
club each summer with dizzy- 
ing regularity, Aldair is an 
oddity, 


He arrived as a 24-year-old 
in 1990, made his Serie A 
debut in a 4-0 rout of 
Fiorentina on September 9 
and has stayed in the eternal 
city ever since. 


Aldair: Wants the decade to end with a bang. 


Aldair keen to celebrate 10 | AC Milan's Ayala 
years in Serie A with title 


Only two Serie A players 
have been with their club 
sides longer and they are both 


Italian — Paolo Maldini and alencia have 
Demetrio Albertini at AC agreed with AC 
Milan. Milan to sign 


Argentine international 
defender Fabian Ayala in 
a deal worth close to 800 
million pesetas ($4.31 mil- 
lion), a Valencia 
spokesman said last week. 

“The player will join the 
club in June 2001,” said the 
spokesman. 

“He will, however, play 
this season in Argentina on 
loan for River Plate.” 

The spokesman said the 
Spanish club will also have 
the option of incorporating 
the player into their ranks in 
December if they survive in 
the Champions League. 
Valencia were beaten by 
Real Madrid in the 
1999/2000 final. 

Ayala still has to agree 
personal terms with 


Valencia and pass a medical 


Four Serie A sides crash out of Italian Cup 


‘Serie A clubs crashed put of 
the Italian Cup at the first hur- 
dle last week after losing to sec- 

ond division sides. 

Bari were held toa 0-0 draw at home 
by Torino and went out 2-1 on. 
Bologna lost 1-0°at home to Serie B's 
Venezia and slid out 3-2 on aggregate. 
‘Perugia lost on the away goals rule to them through. 
‘Salemituna and Verona were beaten 4-3 
‘on aggregate by Piacenza after extrs 


‘Venezia were surprise winners in 
Bologna after having drawn the home 
Jeg 2-2, A goal by Sierm Leone defender 
Kewullay Conteh in the 67th minute was 
enough to give the Venice side a third 
round tie at Parma, 

‘Torino’s reward for holding Bari toa 


Soalless draw isa last 16 clash with AC 
Milan. 


Piacenza, relegated tp Serie B ar the 
end of last season, got their winner in the 
first half of catra time from Paolo 

Perugia won their homie leg match 2-1 
against Salemnitana but it failed to see 


A fifth minute goal by. Vinceneo 
Chianese earned the southemers a 2-2 
time, draw on aggregate and u place ia the 
third round against Fiorentina. 

A Cristiano Eucarell} sinke in the 
38th minute gave Lecce a 1-0 win at 
home! to Serie B side Cosenza, while 
Reggina fost 1-0 at home and 3-0 on 
aggregate t0 Atalanta Bergamo -who- 
scored. in the 79m minate through 


Christian Zenoni. 

Newly promoted Atalanta now play 
AS Roma. Penalty ticks decided the alt 
Serie A clash between 1997 Cup winners 
Vicenza and Bresciss wfter the two sides, 
were deadlocked 3-3 on ageregate after 
‘regulation and cxira time, 

‘Newly signed Czech goalkeeper Pavel 
Snnicek saved:a penalty as Brescia won 
the shoot-out 5-4 th set up a last 16 Clavh, 
with Juventus. 

‘Napoli face Sampdoria in the remain- 
Ing tle for the right to take on league and 
‘Cup Double winners Lazio in the last 16. 

‘taly’s leading Serie A clubs only 
enter the competition at the third round, 
while most of the other first division 
sides entered at the second round. 


joins Valencia 


Fabian Ayala: 
Off to Spain. 


before the switch is com- 
pleted. 

Ayala joined Milan in the 
summer of 1998 from 
Napoli having made his 
name in Argentina with 
River Plate. 

‘He was part of the Milan 
team which won the Italian 
title in 1999 but struggled to. 
hold down a regular place 
Tast season. 

The recent arrival of 
Brazilian defender Roque 
Junior has further restricted 
his chances at the San Siro. 

“5 


7] 


WIG Cine) Walzio Ga) or end 
wo edly player rasrisulons 


C Milan and Lazio want 

restrictions on foreign play- 

ers in Italian soccer lifted 

with Milan vice-president Adriano 

Galliani even threatening court 

action to end the current regula- 
tions. 

According to Italian rules, Serie A 

clubs are allowed to register five play- 


ers from outside the European Union 
and only three of those are allowed on 
the field at any one time. 

“These laws about non-EU players 
need to be changed and I am ready to 
g0 to court,” said Galliani whose club 
want to sign Dynamo Kiev’s Georgian 
defender Kakha Kaladze but have 
already filled their non-EU quota. 

Galliani’s views were echoed by 


Sergio Cragnotti, president of Lazio, 
which boasts foreign players from said. 
Chile to the Czech Republic, 

“The regulations on the number of 
non-EU players are antiquated. With 
the globalisation of football we can no 
longer discriminate against certain 
players,” he said. 

“We oppose, however, the FIFA 
task force that has accepted the fact 
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that players can just leave a club,” he 


Italian Football League president 
Franco Carraro said Italian clubs 
‘would continue to press for football to 
be considered as a sport, not as a busi- 
ness which has to conform with EU 
legislation and regulations. 


a 


RUSSO WRITES 


By Joe Russo 


‘arco Tardelli and the Italian Olympic team that he 

coaches, have been in Mefbourne for almost a week 

and tomorrow night at the MCG it finally all gets under way. 

‘The Olyrocs face their momest of truth - an enormous 

hhuntle as the Olympic games kick-off - against Tualy in front 
of 90,000 fans. 

Tardelli already has Olympic experience because he was 
the assistant coach to Cesare Maldini in 1992 at Barcelona, 
‘Then the italian team hat some conflicts with the taltan 
fencing team, in particular with the female members of that 
team, This time those problems should be avoided as they 
are not staying at all at the Olympic Village at Homebush 


Tardelti, more then anyone, knows that so much is 
of his team especially since they are defending 
European Under 21 champions- 

At the yery least u medal is expected from this team 
which. as mentioned in this column last week, has a number 
of Serie A and senior national team stars including: 
Christian. Abbiati in goals, Gennaro Gattuso, Gianluca 
‘Zambrotta, Massimo Ambrosini und Roberto Baronio, 

Tomorrow night will be very special and it is the yery 
first time ever that lily play Australia in an official football 
match. 

we 
fovanni Trapattoni was the star of Italy's World Cup 
Gest lust week in Budapest against Hungary that 
22: 

‘The legendary ocach, in his debut on the national bench, 
was the focus of the Itulian media after the game. It seemed 
that everyone wanted a piece af him, 

In fact, if it wasn’t for yet another Alex Del Piero error, 
it could have been a victory for Trapattoni on debut. 

‘Trapattoni was disappointed after the game bet masquer- 
aded his dissppointment by saying. that he would have 
accepted a draw prior to the gamic, 

‘The quality of Stefano Fiore in midfield and Francesco 
‘Tot as playmaker was very clear. 

Asa strikes, they don’t get that much better than Filippo 
inzaghi and not only because he scored doth the Italian 
goals. 

However, ii, was the normally reliable Italian defence that 
didn’t woek in Budapest with Fabio Cannavaro clearly out 
of sorts. His defensive colleagues. Mark Tuliano, Paolo 
Maldini and Alessandro Nesta were marginally better: 

Goalkeeper. Franceseo Toldo, the Halian hero of the 
Exropean Championships a few months ago, was fairly reti- 
able us expected. 

Ttwas Del Piero and Zammbrotta (currently in Australia for 
the Olympics) that clearly. had disappointing nights. Del 
Piero blamed the bounce of the ball for his ecror, but the fact 
remains that ia his fast two games for Italy his finishing has 
eed very poor. 

It was interesting 10 note the amount of people defending 
Del Picro after the game including, Trupwttoni, Inzaghi and 
Olympic Games coach, Tardelli who said that he thought 
that Del Picro had 2 fairly decent game, 

‘The Hungary match also saw the retum in the spotlight of 
former national coach, Arrigo Sacchi, who after the game 
had some vety interesting analyses. 

‘The former AC Milan mentor, said that Trapettoni had to 
make up his mind as to what type of team he wanted to field. 

“You can't be modern yet traditional und attacking and 
defensive at the sime time,” he said. 

“ftnly has always been a faisly Gefensive team and to 
abandon thst now, would mean upsetting a large portion of 
the media and the poblic,” continued Sacchi. 

“However, the great teams of the past that have captured 
the pablic’s imagination. including Hungary. Brazil. 
Hollund, Real Madrid, Benfica, Ajax, Liverpool und AC 
Milan, have always been attacking sides,” he concluded. 
°“Ynteresting indeed) ‘but wasn’t be the coach of the AC 
‘Milan Side that he mentioned? May be @ cise of ‘dining out 
‘on past achievemenis’! 


Footnote: SBS on World Soccer, at 4.30 pm on Satuntay, 
‘will show extensive highlights of the Hungary v Italy game. 


BRADFORD CITY 1 
ARSENAL 1 


hrugging off their 6-0 rout at 

the hands of Manchester 
United, Stuart McCall hammered 
City into a 10th minute lead after 
Arsenal defender Martin Keown 
cleared a corner. 

Arsenal’s French striker Thierry 
Henry, who had hit the post in the 
third minute, collected a through ball 
from Swede Fredrik Ljungberg and 
crossed for Ashley Cole to score a 
66th minute equaliser, his first goal 
for the club. 


Bradford's Stuart McCall is 
held aloft by Dan Pesrescu. 


COVENTRY CITY 0 
LEEDS UNITED 0 


eeds lost their 100 percent 

(record with a surprise 2-1 
defeat by Manchester City in mid- 
week and didn’t fare much better 
against Coventry, whose Swedish 
goalkeeper Magnus Hedman was 
in inspired form. 

Aside from the two points 
dropped, Leeds also missed a chance 
to boost morale before their 
Champions League campaign opens 
against Barcelona at the Nou Camp. 


IPSWICH TOWN 1 
ASTON VILLA 2 


iila’s Belgian striker Luc Nilis 

is set to miss the remainder of 
the season with a suspected leg 
break after being stretchered off 
following a third minute collision 
with Ipswich goalkeeper Richard 
Wright. 


Lee Hendrie put Villa in front with 
a 28th minute chip shot and Dion 
Dublin scrambled home his first goal 
of the season after a second-half cor- 
ner to ease the pressure on Villa man- 
ager John Gregory. Marcus Stewart 
scored for Ipswich in the 90th minute. 


LEICESTER CITY 1 
SOUTHAMPTON 0 
notched 


( ae ‘Taggart 

it *s winner in the 66th 
minute of a match that achieved 
maximum effect from the mini- 
mum scoreline. 

City are currently joint top with 
Manchester United on 11 points but 
trail on goal difference after having 
scored a miserly four league goals all 
season. Their defence withstood 
Southampton’s best efforts and have 
conceded just one goal in five match- 
es - and that was a penalty. 


LIVERPOOL 3 
MAN. CITY 2 


ichael Owen needed only 11 
ites to open the scoring - 
his sixth league goal in five games. 
German midfielder Dietmar 
Hamann hit a second in the 56th 
minute but City refused to lie down 
and goals from former FIFA World 
Player of the Year George Weah - his 
first for the club - and Kevin Horlock, 
a penalty, made it 2-2. Hamann 
crashed in the winner after a long 
throw-in from fellow German 
Christian Ziege. 


MAN UTD 3 
SUNDERLAND 0 


D™ Beckham supplied the 
cross and Paul Scholes added 
the glancing header to give United 
a 14th minute lead. 

Sunderland held on well but their 
defence folded in the closing 15 min- 
utes, allowing Teddy Sheringham to 
score from eight metres, after a pass 
from Andy Cole, and Scholes to rifle 
home his second of the day from 20 
metres after winger Ryan Giggs had 
laid the ball on. 


MIDDLESBROUGH 1 
EVERTON 2 


iddlesbrough took a seventh 
inute lead when Everton 
defender Steve Watson turned a 
cross from Boro’s Croatian striker 
Alen Boksic into his own net. 
Francis Jeffers bagged the equalis- 
er - his fourth goal in as many games 
- after collecting a long ball forward. 
Jeffers topped that with Everton’s 
winner in the 87th minute, lashing the 
ball home after his first effort was 
blocked on the line. 
‘The points were welcome after 
Everton had lost 2-0 leads in both 
their previous matches. 


Liverpool keeper Sander Westerveld falls to his knees after wit- 
nessing teammate Dietmar Hamann smash home the winner. 


NEWCASTLE UTD 0 
CHELSEA 0 


scrappy first half, but better 
quality in the second of a game 
with few scoring chances, 

Alan Shearer nearly struck for 
Newcastle after 15 minutes, meeting 
Daniel Cordone’s free-kick with a 
header that forced a superb full- 
length save. Chelsea’s Jimmy Floyd 
Hasselbaink should have done better 
with a point-blank header, while Tore 
Andre Flo only just failed to connect 
with Mario Melchiot’s low raking 
cross. 

* Gary Speed then volleyed over for 
United after a well-worked move. 


DERBY 2 
CHARLTON 2 


erby County, fine exponents of 

the art of the comeback this 
season, were treated to a dose of 
their own medicine by Charlton 
Athletic in a spirited 2-2 draw at 
Pride Park. 

‘The London side fought back from 
two goals down at half-time thanks to 
strikes from Malcolm Christie and 
Simo Valakari however they still 
grabed a share of the points. 

Charlton’s Claus Jensen’s pulled 
one back on 58 minutes before 
Finnish international Jonatan 
Johansson equalised just three min- 
utes later. 


Abel Xavier (left) and Paul Giascoigne celebrate Francis Jeffers’ 
winner as Everton defeated Middlesbrough 2-1. 
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MURP RELA 


By Jolian Murphy 


faders ion for pretender of the season - 
. A 4-2 opening day victory over West Ham 
nly laid the foundations for a series of uninspiring per- 
formances, There was the unacceptable 24) loss at 
Bradford which was followed by a dull 1-1 draw with 
Aston Villa. 

These two results made last weeks game with fellow 
title aspirants Arsenal very important. A home win over 
the Gunners would have seen Chelsea back on track. 

Unlike their rivals, Cheisea had close to a full squad 
to choose from so it was a great opportunity to pick up 
three valuable points. 

Despite being the better side for three-quarters of the 
match, Chelsea allowed Arsenal to snatch & point with 
two goals in the fast fifteen minutes. It was a similar 
gaine to the fixture last season in which 
Nwankwo Kanu hit a remarkable late hat trick in-a rous- 
ing 3-2 Arsenal win. This time around the Blues hung on 
to secure a point but it was definitely 2 case of two 
dropped rather than one gained. 

No joy over the weekend either when Gianluca 
‘Vialli’s men traveled to tackle Newcastle at St. James 
Park. Another pedestrian effort, another draw and it will 
be the home side who are mare dis jinted with the O- 
‘0 score line, Nolberto Solano and Keiron Dyer almost 
managed to conjure up a victory for Newcastic in what 
‘was ultimately a listdess affair. 

It is only very carly days but Chelsea’s return of six 
points from. five games is worrying for everyone at 
‘Stamfird Bridge. The London club cannot afford to drop 
points against lowly opposition or surrender hard eared 
two goal leads, 

Perhaps more unsettling then this early patchy form is 
manager Vialli’s apparent sense of unease with the situ- 
ation, It hasn't taken long for the Italian to hint that he is 
feeling the heat as can be seen by his handling of the 
media, After the Villa game he snapped that some critics 
believed ‘unless we win the league by 25 paints we're 
shit.’ On the weekend he admitted that he found it hard 
to deal with the English football media. 

‘Harmony in the squad could also be a problem espe- 
cially after the pablic spat between Vialli and French 
defender Franck Leboeut before the season commenced. 

If Chelsea are serious about challenging the 
Manchester United juggemaut they would want to tum 
things around pretty soon or they may be out of the mace 
by Christmas. 


ings are looking a litle better for Chelsea's last 

‘opponents, Newcastle United. Under the guidance of 
veteran manager Bobby Robson. the club has managed 
to transform from relegation candidates to a competitive 
unit in under a year. 

‘Twelve months ago Newcastic were propping up the 
Premier Leagne table but before lust weekend's draw 
they were on top. Robson has been rewarded for his 
effort with this season's first Manager of the Month 
‘award. 

Perhaps the exciting days of Kevin Keegan's reign are 
set to: return? It was not that long ago that all at St. James 
Park blubbered en masse when one of their own, 
Neweastie-born Blackburn player Graeme Fenton, 
scored two: late goals that virtually handed the title to 
Manchester United. 

‘The Toon Anny could have been forgiven for looking 
forward to more title struggles against Man U. It didn’t 
quite work out that way and they could only watch in 
despair as their beloved club did its best to return from 
whence it came in the early 90s, division one. 

Player greats Kenny Dalgtish and Ruud Gullit both 
‘had horror stints in the dugout and the behaviour of cer- 
tain club officials seemed to fect both performances 
and morale. Although it is unlikely that Robson's side 
will finish in the top six this-year, it may not be all that 
Jong before St James Park is again the fortress it was in 
the mid 90s. 


* NSL clubs Newcastle and Canberra 
strike financial troubles 

* NSW Soccer headquarters arrives 
on the scene at Parklea 

* Jim Hermiston comes out of 
Fetirment at the age of 38 to play for 
QLD in an intersate match against 
NSW 


Other events 


* South Melbourne won the NSL 
* The Olympic Games were held in 


Los Angeles 

* France win the European C’ships 
after defeating Belgium 2-0 in the 
final 


* “Farina strikes Gold"; Australia’s 
young striker enthusiastic about 
upcoming Bicentenial Gold Cup 
tournament 

* Eddie Kmeevic signed by Marconi 
after returning from holidays in 
Tunisia 

* St.George keeper Mike Gibson 
scores a spectacular goal as his 
side defeat Marconi 3-2. Gibson's 
hail Mary punt kick bounced over 
opposing keeper Bobby Catlin and 
skidded into an empty net. 


Other events 


* Marconi won the NSL 

* The Dutch won their first major 
honour winning the 
European C’ship 

* The Olympic games were held in 
Seoul, South Korea 


* “Frankie’s long wait": Farina’s $5m 
move from Belgium club FC 
Brugge to Italian club Bari hanging 
‘on results of a medical. 

* In turn FC Brugge offer $500,000 


* Ned Zelic stars in Australia’s 2-1 
win over a Soviet XI in a President 
Cup Match. 

Other events: 

* South Melbourne won the NSL 


* Adelaide City’s Milan Ivanovic 
Voted player of the year 
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SS Seed 


* “Sydney Soccer Shame": The state 

of league grounds described as 
ling 

* South Melboume’s Oscar Crino 
moves to Cyprian first division club 
Anorthois 

* Craig Johnston given British 
Gtizenship, chances of playing 
for England enhanced 

* Charlie Yankos moves from 
Heidelberg Utd to West Adelaide for 
an Australian record fee of $30,000 


Other events 


* Adelaide City won the NSL 

* Argentina won the World Cup after 
defeating West Germany 3-2 in the 
final in Mexico. 


* Marconi pay $55,000 for 
David Seal and Mark Jones to 
move from Sydney Croatia. 

* Charlie Yankos voted by schoolkids 
as the most popular soccer player. 

* Australia defeated by Sth Korea for 
second time in a week with 
keeper Robert Zabica the 
difference between a narrow loss 
and a flogging. 


‘Other events 


* Sydney Olympic won the NSL 

* Italia 90 was decided by a penalty 
as Germany defeated Argentina 
1-0, exacting revenge for their loss 
four years earlier 


* “Miracles do Happen”: Australia 
qualifies for the 1992 Olympics 
after a 2-2 draw away against 
Holland, Ned Zelic scoring the 


equaliser. 

* David Mitchell pulls out of 
Socceroo tour of South America 
after twisting his knee after 
slipping while running on a wet 
surface. 

* Adelaide's Hindmarsh stadium gets 
a.$3m revamp in preparation for 
the 1993 Youth Championships. 


Other event 


* Adelaide City won the NSL 

* The Olympic Games were held in 
Barcelona, Spain 

* Denmark won the Euro C’ships 
‘against all the odds in Sweden 


* Australia 1 Argentina 1: 
Historic draw at the SFS in the 
first leg of a World Cup qualifier. 

* 1993 National league season 
kicks off 

* Holland end England's hopes of 
qualifying for USA 94 


Other events 


* Marconi won the NSL 

* Australia get as close as ever to 
World Cup qualification, going 
down 2-1 to Argentina on 


aggregate 
* Sydney is awarded the 
2000 Olympic games 


“It's War: Australia vs Iran": both 
teams had met before in 
World Cup qualifying campains but 
this meeting was 
Australia’s best chance of qualifying 
for the finals. 

* Croatia and Yugoslavia secure a 
World Cup berth, the first World 
Cup for both teams after the split in 
the former Yugoslav republic. 


Other events 


* Brisbane Strikers win their first NSL 
title after defeating Sydney United 
20 

* Australia fail to qualify for the 
World Cup in four minutes 


* "So Close: Australia’s Heroic 
Under 17's": Australia come 
inches from winning the U/17 
World Cup, with world 
powers Brazil winning 8-7 ina 
dreaded shoot out after a goalless 
120 minutes. 

* Brisbane Strikers coach John 
Kosmina leads his club to nine 
consecutive games without defeat, 
anew dub record, 

* Liverpool and Welsh legend 
Jan Rush prepares for his second 
match with NSL club 


Sydney Olympic. 
Other events 
* South Melbourne won the NSL 


* Australia reach their first ever 
World Cup final 


* AC Milan one win from winning the | 
Scudetto. 


? Australia plays Chile in Santiago 
* Frenchman Eric Cantona voted } 
Footballer of the Year 


Other events 


* Melbourne Knights won the NSL 

* The Olympic games are held in 
Atlanta, USA. The Olyroo’s suffer 
two losses to France and Spain but 
score a win against Saudi Arabia to 
bow out in round one. Nigeria wins 
golf after defeating Brazil 4-3. 


* France win the World Cup with a 
3-0 victory over Brazil in Paris in the 
final, the win was the first 
World Cup for the French. 

* Robbie Slater returns and is 
signed by the league's new club, 
Northern Spirit. 

* Daniel Allsopp moves to 
English club side Manchester City. 


Other event: 


* South Melbourne won the NSL 

* France win the World Cup defeating 
Brazil 3-0 in the final 

* After a 0-0 draw against Brazil in the 
group stage of the Confederations 
Cup, the Brazilians exact revenge 
with a 6-0 thumping over the 
Aussies in the final after 
Mark Viduka is sent off 


* Unbelievable finish to the NSL 
championship for Wollongong 

* Australia entertain Paraguay in a 
three match senes right here 
at home 

* Euro 2000 kicks off in Holland and 
Belgium 


Other events 


* Wollongong won their first NSL title 
in front of aver 43 000 fans in Perth 

* Sydney host the 2000 Olympic 
games 

* France win the European 
championships over Italy with a 
golden goal 

* The expected Millenium bug 


doesn't eventuate. 
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rsenal’s Nigerian 
international strik- 
er Nwankwo Kanu 


last week defended his 
decision to put club before 
country and miss the 
Sydney Olympics. 

Kanu was part of the 
Nigeria side that won gold in 
Atlanta four years ago but he 
has asked not to play in the 
Games starting on 
September 15 — a decision 
that has attracted criticism in 
his homeland. 

In a statement issued, 
Kanu said: “All of my life I 
have given 100 percent to the 
cause of helping Nigerian 
football. Today T find myself 
in a unique dilemma, 

“Of course I would be 
proud to represent Nigeria at 
the Sydney Olympics, but I 
also owe a debt to my club 
Arsenal who pay my wages, 
and indeed (coach) Arsene 
Wenger who has resurrected 
my career, 

“There are also other per- 


All eyes on Figo as symbol 


of Sp 


Il eyes were on Luis 
Figo, the world’s 
most expensive play- 
er, when Spain’s league sea- 
son kicked off last weekend 
with his new club Real 
Madrid and former side 
Barcelona promising a more 
committed fight for the title. 
The big two in Spain strug- 
gled throughout last season for 
any kind of consistency on the 
home front as the distractions 
of the Champions League left 
the path clear for Deportivo La 
Coruna to win their first title, 
Deportivo are likely to find 
the demands of their European 
campaign too great to repeat 
their title win while Valencia 
look short of strength in depth. 
The rest are a long way 
behind. 
‘That should leave Real and 
Barca, who between them 


Nwankwo Kanu: Defending himself. 


sonal reasons why I cannot 
travel to Sydney at that time. 

“Tf I play all the Olympic 
and World Cup qualifying 
games this season I will miss 


Luis Figo: All eyes 
on him. 


have won the title in 14 of the 
last 16 years, to reassert their 
superiority in la liga — with 
the $96 million defection of 
Figo from the Nou Camp to 
the Bernabeu sure to spice up 
the battle. 

Both sides will start the sea- 
son with Spanish coaches at 
the helm, following the depar- 


10 games for Arsenal, 
including three Champions 
League games. I owe it to the 
Arsenal fans to help the team 
at this vital time.” 


panish club rivalry 


ture of John Toshack at Real 
midway through last season 
and Louis van Gaal’s exit 
through the back door at 
Barca. 

Vicente del Bosque has 
promised a new start at Real 
after being accused of playing 
too defensively in the league 
last term, when they finished 
fifth. 

Real’s 3-0 victory over 
Valencia in the Champions 
League final last May made it 
two European Cup wins in the 
last three seasons but they 
have not won the league since 
1997 and their players clearly 
believe it’s about time they got 
their act together at home in 


pain. 

“The league is the one we 
really want to win this sea- 
son,” said defender Roberto 
Carlos. “Real Madrid fans 


Kanu, 24, was named as 
one of three. permitted over- 
age players in the Nigerian 
team, 

“The Olympics is predom- 
inantly a tournament for 
under-23s and the FIFA 
directive regarding overage 
players is that the player 
should not be selected 
against his will,” Kanu said. 

Kanu was reacting to 
comments by John Fashanu, 
the former Wimbledon strik- 
er who is now ambassador 
for Nigerian sport, Fashanu 
was reported as saying that 
Kanu should not return home 
for 20 years if he chose not to 
play for Nigeria in Sydney. 

Kanu’s statement added: 
“Tt should be remembered 
that in his playing days he 
(Fashanu) chose to desert 
Nigeria and play for England 
instead, He has no right to 
criticise me when I have 
given so much to the country 
Ilove.” 


should enjoy our matches 
every Sunday.” 

The controversial signing of 
Figo made all the headlines 
but Real have invested a fur- 
ther $50 million in Flavio 
Conceicao, Claude Makelele 
and Pedro Munitis, with 
Fernando Redondo sold to AC 
Milan and striker Nicolas 
Anelka now back in Paris. 

A 4-4-2 line-up will allow 
del Bosque to play Figo and 
Munitis as wingers, with 
Brazilian Flavio and 
Frenchman Makelele directing 
traffic from the centre. 

With Raul and Femando 
Morientes prowling up front 
their miserable scoring record 
of 58 goals last season should 
improve. 

Figo didn’t disappoint scor- 
ing the winner just minutes 
from time for his new club. 


‘will host the African Nations 
Cup finals in 2004, the 
‘Confederation of African Football 
(CAP) announced last week. 
‘Tunisia polled nine of the 13 votes ata 
CAF executive committee meeting in Cairo. 
Zimbabwe won three voies and a joint bid 
from Zambia and Malawi got one, the CAF 
said. 
‘Voting was carried out aller the three can- 
didates made presentations to the commit- 


tee. 
‘Tunisia will be hosting the finals for the 


Nations Cup in 2004 


third time, after 1965 and 1994, None of the 


‘Tunisia had been favourites to win, hav- 
ing the best bid in terms of stadia, hotel 
facilities and infrastructure, 

‘Tunisian football has meanwhile nsen to 
prominence in the last decade, with the 
‘ational side reaching the 1998 World Cup 
finals and its clubs dominating the three 
‘The 2002 African Nations Cup finals will 
‘be eld in Mali. 


ARSENAL SIGN LATVIAN 


ier League side Arsenal signed 

Latvian international defender 

Igor Stepanovs from Skonto Riga 

last week for an undisclosed fee, 
Arsenal’s official Web site said. 

Stepanovs, 24, has played 37 times for his 

country and as an established international 


should have no problems securing a work 
permit for Britain, 

Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger said: 
“We have signed Igor to strengthen our 
defensive unit. He is an experienced interna- 
tional and a very competent defender who 
will prove to be a great asset to the club.” 


CELTIC CHIEF QUITS 


cottish Premier 
League club 
Celtic last week 


announced that chief 
executive Allan 
MacDonald had 


resigned and would 
leave the club when a 


successor had been 
appointed, 

MacDonald took 
over in March last year 
and enjoyed som 
tial success. He settled 
a conflict with the 
players over bonuses 
and re-signed gifted 
striker Henrik 
Larsson. 

However, he will be 
best remembered as 
the driving force 


behind the return of 
Kenny Dalglish to the 
club and the subse- 
quent appointment of 
former England inter- 
national John Barnes 
as team manager. 

The Dalglish-Barnes 
partnership oversaw a 
grim season as Celtic 
crashed out of the 
Scottish Cup to first 
division Inverness 
Caledonian Thistle 
and Glasgow rivals 
Rangers won their 
11th title in 12 years 

The club’s fortunes 
have improved this 
season with new man- 
ager Martin O'Neill 
leading the team to a 


good start to the new 
campaign and a 
morale boosting 6-2 
victory over Rangers. 

Off the field 
MacDonald has been 
one of the main advo- 
cates of plans for the 
club to participate in a 
league outside 
Scotland with other 
major clubs from the 
smaller European 
nations. 

He has agreed to 
continue to help the 
club in negotiations on 
the plans “until a con- 
structive outcome has 


been achieved” 
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Referee accuses FA of discrimination 


n Asian football referee has 
A‘ he was racially dis- 

criminated against by the 
Football Association (FA). 


Wolverhampton accountant Gurnam: 
Singh, 46, who has taken the FA to the 


employment tribunal in Birmingham, 
said he was not promoted to officiate 
top league matches or internationals 
because of his race, according to The 
Guardian newspaper. 

However the Football Association 
has said Singh was removed from the 
national register because his marks 
were consistently low over several sea- 
sons. 
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The Guardian said Singh claimed he 
was dismissed despite having consis- 
tently higher marks than some of his 
white colleagues. 

Referees are graded out of 10 during 
each match by clubs and their perfor- 
mances are then yerified by an inde- 
pendent assessor. 

According to Singh’s lawyer, Manjit 
Panesar, Singh averaged 7.31 marks 
out of 10 for the 1994-95 sezson, the 
newspaper said. 

Panesar said that despite this high 
ranking Singh was given significantly 
fewer Division One games to officiate. 

At the end of the 1994-95 season a 
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discussion was held to determine 
which referees would handle 
Premiership matches, he said, but one 
national review body member for refer- 
ces was alleged to have said of Singh: 
“We don’t want people like him in the 
Premier League,” Panesar said. 

Because of his non-promotion, 
Singh was unable to apply to FIFA — 
the world governing body — to offici- 
ate international matches. 

The FA removed Singh from the 
register last May. It is contesting the 
hearing, as are the Football League, the 
Premier League and the national 
review body. The hearing continues. 


| eeds United’s Australian for- 
ward Harry Kewell is set to 

‘undergo surgery on his Achilles 
tendon and will be out of action for at 
least three months, the club said last 
week. 

The 21-year-old, who scored 17 goals 
for the English Premier League side last 
season, had already ruled out represent- 
ing his country at the Sydney Olympics. 

His absence will be a big blow to 
Leeds boss David O'Leary as his team 
embark on their Champions League cam- 
paiga with games against Barcelona, AC 
Milan and Besiktas. 


Harry Kewell: Surgery. 
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World Rankings 


(Valid until October 11) 
67= 


a a 


S1= 

= 

93 

oF 

95 

96. Northern tretand 
Trinidad & Tobago «= 97 Moldova 
Turkey 98 Syria 
Eqypt 99 Barbados 
Uruguay 100° Belans 
Greece 107 Uganda 
Cameroon 102 Indonesia 
Israel 103 Jordan 
Poland 104 Malaysia 
Slovenia 105= Mozambique 
ireland Republic: 105= Singapore 
Jamaica 105= Venezuela 
Pent 108= Kenya 
Ukraine 198= Oman 
Ausiria 110 Lebanon 
Korea Republic 111 Vietnam SR 
ivan 2 Azerbaijan 
Zambia 3 Wales 
Honduras 114 Malawi 
Finland 115 Madagascar 
Cote ¢' ivoire 116 India 
Hungary 117 Faroe Islands 
Japan 118 Kazakhstan 
Angola 118 Mauritius 
kceland 120. Malta 
Ghana 121 Turkmenistan 
Nigeria 122 Panama 
Costa Rica 123, Ubya 
Bulgaria 124 St Vincent/Gr 
Thailand 125 Hong Kong 
Canada 126 Sierma Leone 
UAE 127 Sudan 
Ecuador 128° Myanmar 
‘Switzerland 128 StLucia 
‘Guatemala 130. Tahiti 
‘Saudi Arabia’ 131 Solomon islands 
Zimbabwe 132 Bahrain 
Cyprus 133 Swaziland 
Congo DA 134 Burundi 
AUSTRALIA 135. Taiikistan 
Georgia 136 Fig 


Aruba 
Belize 
Equatorial Guinea 


Note: Teams inactive since 1991 and teams which have not 


played yet do not appear in the table. 


McManaman gets 
standing ovation 


eal Madrid’s — Steve 
McManaman received a 
nding ovation from the 


crowd and was cheered every time 
he touched the ball as he was final- 
ly recalled to the team in a pre-sea- 
son friendly. 

‘The England international, who has 
not played for Real since scoring in 
the Champions League final victory 
over Valencia in May, came on as a 
second-half substitute in the 2-0 win 
over Santos at the Bernabeu. 

The midfielder has fallen out of 
favour with coach Vincente del 
Bolque since the record signing of 


Luis Figo from Barcelona in the sum- 
mer. 

But McManaman’s insistence that 
he wants to stay and fight for a place 
at the club, despite being told he 
should look for a transfer, has won 
him hero status among the fans — a 
fact recognised by del Bosque. 

“Macca is a player who is loved by 
the fans,” said Del Bosque, “so the 
reception he received strikes me as 
perfect. 

“{'m not in confrontation with him 
and it’s great that the crowd love 


Steve McManaman: The fans 
love him. 


BEST BACK ON BOOZE 


a 


George Best: On the 
binge again. 


jormer star George 
F=: who pledged in 

April never to drink 
alcohol again after being 
hospitalised for liver fail- 
ure, has fallen off the 
wagon with a thud, The 
Sun newspaper said. 


dead man.” 

Best, 54, whose dazzling 
career with Manchester 
United was cut short in part 
by his fondness for drink, 
already lapsed in his vow 
with a one-night session in 
July. 


The Sun said his 27-year- 
old wife Alex was in tears as 
she rushed from bar to bar in 
west London to try to find 
him. He was also in two pubs 
last week, it added. 

But Best, who was treated 
in hospital in March, insisted 


his lunchtime drinks didn’t 
pack a punch. 

“Yes, I was in a couple of 
pubs today (Wednesday),” 
The Sun quoted him as say- 
ing. “But | was only drinking 
Coke.” 


a 


7 


Bookies back Brazil, Argentina 
to win 2002 World Cup 


razil and 
Argentina are 
favourites to win 


the 2002 World Cup, 


al of world and 
European cham 
France, accordi 
bookmakers William 
Hill. 


Brazil bounced back 


qualifier in Rio de 
Janeiro last weekend, 
while Argentina beat 
Peru 2-1 in Lima. 
Brazil, who won the 
trophy for the fourth 
time in 1994 and who 
were runners-up in 
1998, were quoted at 
5-1 with Argentina, 


(9-1), the Netherlands 
(11-1) and Spain 
(12-1). 
y are followed by 
three nations on 20-1 
— England, Germany 
and Nigeria. 
Wales, who opened 
their qualifying cam- 
paign with a 2-1 defeat 


“No one seems able to 
stop him,” a close friend told 
the tabloid. “He knows if he 
carries on drinking he’s a 


after a poor series of 
results 

Bolivia 5: 
American World Cup 


1986. 


to trounce 
) in a South 


6-1, ahead 


winners in 1978 and 


France, are rated at 


in Belarus, are the 
biggest outsiders — 
quoted at 1,000-1. 
Italy 


“Sick” Real Madrid in financial 
crisis, admits president 


eal Madrid president Florentino 

R= admitted last week that 

club was in a grave financial 

crisis as he reyealed the European 

champions were some $250 million in 
debt as of June 30, 

“The situation is truly bad,” Perez said 
in a news conference to reveal the results 
of an audit of the club. 

“We have a grave sickness and if we 
don’t take steps now it will end very 
badly.” 

Perez said the club was in urgent need 
of 60,000 million pesetas ($324.1 million) 
and that the easiest way of acquiring such 
a sum would be to convert the club into a 
limited company. 

He appeared to rule out taking such a 
controversial step, however, as he 
promised to fight to preserve Real’s status 


as a club owned by its members. 

“Tt’s not something that the members 
would consider and I stood as a candidate 
for the elections to ensure it wouldn't hap- 
pen,” he said. 

He added that the sale of the club’s 
training ground in the north of the city 
could also ease the financial situation, 

“I don't want to speak with bittemess 
but it is necessary to take measures to get 
out of this crisis situation,” Perez said. 
“Survival day to day is a miracle, 

“But I want to send a message of opti- 
mism. We'll go through two difficult years 
until the club is restructured and in the 
third year I hope we'll have stability.” 

Perez, who fook over the club presiden- 
cy on July 17 this year, has since autho- 
rised a $100 million net spending spree on 
players which will presumably have added 


to the club’s financial problems. 

The bulk of that money went on the $96 
million signing of Luis Figo from 
Barcelona, a decision Perez was at pains 
to justify. 

“it would give a message of little hope 
if we sold players and I prefer to fix the 
house while we're living in it,” he said. 

“Figo cost the same as the sales of 
(Nicolas) Anelka and (Elvir) Baljic,” 

Perez also announced, as had been 
widely expected, that Jorge Valdano 
would take over as the club’s sporting 
director. 

“Ge will bring to us not only his expe- 
rience but also his business ability. 

“He will be in charge of all sporting 
matiers and also be the spokesman for the 
club.” 


AUSTRALIAN: AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — SEPTEMBER 12, 2000 27 


Blair plans soccer 
drive at UN summit 


ritish Prime Minister Tony 
Blair will try to rally lead- 
ers of Europe’s top soccer 
nations to reverse “damaging” 


infrastructure of professional foot- 
ball as a result of this,” Campbell 
added. 

HIFA, the international soccer 
body, said last week that it planned 


European Commission plans to 
overhaul the system of player 
transfers, officials said last week. 

His official spokesman, Alastair 
Campbell, said Blair wanted a 
review of the proposals, which he 
said threatened grass roots across 
the continent. 

“(He is) trying to get the 
Commission and FIFA ... to look 
again at something that will cause 
damage to smaller clubs in particu- 
lar and smaller leagues throughout 
Europe,” he told reporters. 

“If you go to some smaller 
European countries, they are wor- 
tied for the future of any proper 


to abolish transfer fees for players 
over 24 in a move designed to avoid 
the dismantling of the entire transfer 
system threatened by the European 
Commission. 

The system has been challenged 
as a breach of European laws on 
freedom of movement. 

Campbell said Blair would try to 
generate enough support among 
other EU leaders for a change to 
allow the European Commission to 
take into account the special cir- 
cumstances of sports without 
exempting the field altogether from 
its regulations. 


CHEAPEST PRICES TO 


SOUTH AMERICA, 
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EUROPE, USA & ASIA 
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Gaddifi's son returns 
to head federation 


lhe mad son of 
Libyan leader 
Muammar Gaddafi 


revoked his resignation as 
president of his country’s 
soccer federation last week. 

“As president of the 
Libyan soccer federation T 
would spare no effort or self- 
sacrifice so as to show that 
we are stronger than before 
and to attract the attention of 
the world media to Libyan 


He was addressing Libyan 
supporters gathered to cele- 
brate his return to lead the 
federation after his sudden 
resignation late in August, 
His speech was broadcast by 
state-run radio monitored in 
Tunis. 

There has been no official 
explanation for his decision 
to resign, The radio said 26- 
year-old Al-Saadi had heed- 
ed soccer fans who urged 


serve the soccer cause as a 
“revolutionary duty”. 

Al-Saadi has long har- 
bored hopes of emerging as 
the best player in Africa. 

Trained by disgraced 
Olympic sprinter Ben 
Johnson, Al-Saadi captains 
the national team. He is cred- 
ited with lifting his father’s 
ban on soccer in the early 
1980s. 


soccer talents,” said Al- 
Saadi Gaddafi. 


him to back down on his res- oS x 
ignation and continue to 


FIFA confirm 2002 World 
Cup final in Yokohama 


orld champions France will 
Wi: off the defence of their 

crown in Seoul on May 31 
and the final of the 2002 World Cup 
will be staged in Yokohama on dune 
30, FIFA confirmed last week. 

The 64 matches in the competi- 
tion will be split evenly between 
South Korea and Japan with 10 
venues in each country. 

In Korea they are Busan, Daegu, 
Incheon, Gwangju, Daejeon, Ulsan, 
Suwon, Jeonju and Seogwipo. In 
Japan matches will be played in 
Yokohama, Sapporo, Miyagi, 
Niigata, Ibaraki, Saitama, Shizuoka, 
Osaka, Kobe and Oita. 

Three kick-off times will be used 
throughout the tournament, 
3.30pm, 6pm and 8.30pm (local 
time). 


With the exception of June 2 (and 
the days, on which the final group 
matches are played), no more than 
three matches will be played on any 


ffs on June 2 have been 
timed so that the afternoon matches 
will be played at 2.30pm in Saitama 
(Japan) and 4.30pm in Busan 
(South Korea) with the evening 
matches at 

6.30pm in Ibaraki (Japan) and 
8.30pm in Gwangju (South Korea). 

South Korea will play their first 
match on June 4 in Busan followed 
by fixtures in Daegu (June 10) and 
Incheon (June 14). 

Co-hosts Japan will also start on 
June 4 in Saitama before games in 
Yokohama (June 9) and Osaka 
(June 14). 


Colombia's Aspirila 
sought on gun charge 


olombian authori- 
ties last week 
ordered the arrest | 


of soccer star Faustino 
Asprilla after he allegedly 
opened fire with a handgun 
during a weekend drinking 
spree. 

A statement from the pub- 
lic prosecutor's office said 
Asprilla, who is preparing to 
transfer to Saudi Arabian 
side Al-Nassr after a see-saw 
career with Newcastle, 
Parma and Palmeiras of 
Brazil, was alleged to have 
fired three shots into the air 
over his hometown of Tulua 
in southwest Colombia last 
week. 

The 30-year-old striker, 
whose fondness for drink has 
landed him in trouble in the 
past, was “apparently in a 
state of drunkenness” when 


the incident occurred, the 
statement said. 

The prosecutor’s office 
said Asprilla’s arrest had 
been ordered because he had 
no permit to carry the .38 
calibre pistol. 

The illegal weapons 
charge, which could result in 
a $450 fine, echoed an inci- 
dent in 1995 when Asprilla 
grabbed headlines by’ pump- 
ing several pistol rounds into 
the air outside a hotel disco 
in the Caribbean resort of 
Cartagena. 

Asprilla, who played for 
Colombia’s national team 
during the last two World 
Cup tournaments in the 
United States and France, 
abruptly quit the team last 
March. 


he 


Faustino Asprilia ww 


” 


PHS ORBAKS Out UD 


a ropange iransiter dispute 


ce broke out last 
week between 
European soccer’s rul- 


Tt proposed the free move- 
‘ment of players over the age of 
24 and the end of transfers for 


bodies and the European under 18-year-olds but said 
ae as the two sides clubs should be able to seek 
said they were willing to compensation for the transfer 
work towards a compromise of players aged between 18 
on new transfer rules. and 24, 


Representatives of UEFA 
and five leading European 
football leagues told the 
Commission they would begin 
work next week on detailed 
proposals to overhaul the 


While, pleased that FIFA and 
UEFA were prepared to show 
flexibility, the Commission's 
immediate response last week 
had been cautious, 

UEFA Secretary General 


transfer system and would - Marcus Stuber said the foot- 
table firm proposals by the end peer ucrenssons ball authorities must grab the 
of October, opportunity offered to them. 
The announcement marks football world,” she said, “We have to arrive at a solu- 
teal progress in long and acri- adding that “the football fami- tion by this deadline,” Stuber 


monious talks between soc- 


ly” would have until the end of 


said. “Not necessarily the 


cer’s leaders and the ad to present firm pro- definitive solution but at least 
Commission, which has something to go on.” 
threatened to outlaw the cur- There had been suggestions Spanish League general 
rent system, arguing that it that the Commission wanted secretary Pedro Tomas said the 
breaks European rules on fair something solid by mid- leagues too were happy they 
competition and workers’ September. were now fully involved in the 
mobility. UEFA will host a first meet- process. 


“There's a genuine will to 
work together towards a new 


ing of the working group to 
draw up the plans this week, It 


"We now know exactly 
what the situation is and that 


system and get aresult as soon will bring together UEFA, has really allayed our fears. 
as possible,” EU Sports FIFA, football leagues and This is the message we'll be 
Commissioner Viviane Reding associations and players’ _relaying to our clubs,” he told 
told reporters. unions, the same media briefing. 
“They have asked for some Last week, FIFA announced _ Earlier, Reding accused the 


time ~ not to hold things up 
but because they want time to 
work out specific proposals 
that would affect the whole 


it was prepared to revolu- 
tionise the transfer system to 
prevent the Commission 
declaring it illegal. 


media and football authorities 
of misrepresenting the 
Commission's policy on the 
issue. 


“Contrary to what has been 
said in the press, the 
‘Commission in no way intends 
to abolish the transfer system, 
nor to create a position which 
would allow a player unilater- 
ally to renege on a contract,” 
Reding told the European 
Parliament. 

“Compensation is justified 
when a player terminates his 
contract with one club to move 
to another. 

To avoid distorting champi- 
onships, the Commission is 
clearly ready to accept rules 
which would mean that trans- 
fers could only take place 
within a given period of time,” 
she added. 

‘The Commission was also 
keen to ensure that clubs train- 
ing youngsters got some remu- 
neration when the players 
moved oa to bigger clubs, she 
said. 

She seid the current system 
was not only illegal but had 
failed to guarantee revenue for 
clubs in the lower leagues. 

“Tt has also not prevented 
the over-commercialisation of 
sport and the widening of the 
gap between rich and poor 
clubs,” Reding told parliament 
deputies. 


oa 


wo 


Wenger hints at extending 
stay as Arsenal manager 


rsenal manager Arsene 
Wenger said last week that 

he might extend his contract 

at Highbury when it expiresin 2002. 
Japan want the Frenchman to coach 
their national team in the 2002 World 
Cup and beyond but Arsenal directors 
have been trying to persuade Wenger 
to stay on at the English Premier 


$534} a 
e2aibe 


League club. 

Wenger was quoted on soccer web- 
site onefootball.com as saying: “I am 
very happy at Arsenal at the moment. 

“Tam pleased to hear that the direc- 
tors want me to stay on as well and I 
don’t see why we can’t find an agree- 


ment soon.” 
oa 


ow 


jhe redevelopment of 
j Wembley Stadium 
(right) with its 
famous twin towers has 
‘been thrown into confusion 
by the ditching of construc- 
tion company Bovis 
Multiplex, 

The famous stadium, 
opened in 1923, is due to be 
bulldozed after England’s 
World Cup qualifier against 
Germany on October 7, mak- 
ing way for a 320 million 
pound ($800m) venue. 

But a disagreement over 
the cost of the scheme means 
that Wembley National 
Stadium (WNS) is now look- 
ing for a new contractor to 


carry out the project. 

Bovis Multiplex insist the 
work could not be completed 
for less than 340 million 


($850m) with WNS setting a 
limit of 320 million. 

“We submitted an offer as 
preferred contractor. The 


Wembley Stadium sees more problems. 


client decided not to accept it 
and talks are over,” said a 
Bovis spokesman, 

Chris Palmer, communi- 
cations director of WNS, 
said discussions were taking 
place with other contractors 
and a solution was expected 
in the next few weeks, 

“We were rather more 
optimistic in our costing than 
them (Boyis) so we decided 
to go our separate ways,” he 
said. 

“This will not effect the 
scheduled completion date of 
2003 although we are not ina 
position to say whether it 
will be ready in time for the 
FA Cup final of that year.” 
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David Beckham: Centre or right? 
That is the question. 


David Beckham: Pleasant 
headache for Keegan. 


SERVING MR SPICE 


Inspiring David Causes pleasant heartache for Keegan 


evin Keegan will draw much 

encouragement from England’s 

stubborn performance in 

Paris but he knows that the David 
Beckham puzzle remains unsolved. 

‘The 25-year-old Manchester United mid- 
field player should be one of England's most 
influential figures in the coming World Cup 
campaign. 

But Keegan still can’t be sure whether his 
influence is best exerted in his familiar posi- 
tion on the right flank or in the contentious 
playmaker role in the heart of midfield, 

England haven’t had an authentic mid- 
field creator since Paul Gascoigne’s impres- 
sive period, and the poise, pomp and passing 
of a player like Zinedine Zidane simply 
reminds us of what we are missing. 

Keegan, a coach who has always encour- 
aged the free spirits in his teams, would 
clearly like to employ the vision and accra- 
cy of Beckham’s passing in a central mid- 
field role when England begin their World 
Cup qualifying programme against Germany 
at Wembley on 7 October, 

Butcan Beckham do it? Keegan gave him 
the freedom to run the game for England in 
Paris in the hope that he would prove con- 
clusively that he could. 

He hardly put a foot wrong, but his con- 
tribution in England’s 1-1 draw was func- 
tional rather than inspired. 

Wide on the right, he can be an inspiring 
figure and has shown himself to be one of the 
modem game’s leading exponents of that 
tole. 

But, using him as a playmaker in the cen- 
tre of midfield remains unproven, 

With just a month to go before England 
play Germany, Keegan was hoping that 
Beckham's performance against the likes of 


Zidane and Emmanuel Petit would confirm 
his automatic elevation to midfield creator- 
in-chief. 

Beckham made a full and positive contri- 
bution to England's dogged recoyery against 
the world and European champions but, 
failed to provide Keegan with the evidence 
he was seeking as he plots England’s World 
Cup campaign, 

No one could question his commitment to 
the cause and, at a time when France threat- 
ened to capitalise on Petit’s goal and overrun 
England, he was at his most defiant. In terms 
of spirit and resilience he ranks alongside his 
Old Trafford predecessor Bryan Robson but, 
as an inventive midfield player capable of 
changing the shape of a game, he is still an 
apprentice. 

Even so, Keegan may choose him as the 
midfield creator against Germany largely 
because there is no one else to do the job, 
and the re-emergence of Darren Anderton 
solves the problem of replacing him on the 
right flank. 

There’s no doubt in my mind that 
Beckham and Anderton were pivotal figures 
in the improvement in passing and mobility - 
two factors conspicuously absent from 
England’s Euro 2000 portfolio. 

Keegan wanted better passing, and he got 
it, though when the fancy took them, the 
French were still able to retain possession 
with an accomplished ease that seems 
beyond England. 

Beckham's passing range is unrivalled 
but, in his central role against the French his 
United team-mate Andy Cole was often the 
only realistic target for his long forward 
passes. 

‘The inclination would be to push another 
striker - obviously Michael Owen - up along- 


side Cole to capitalise on Beckham's pass- 
ing. 

Against the French, Paul Scholes, playing 
just behind Cole and one of England’s best 
‘competitors, was often too close to Beckham 
and almost always immediately in front of 
bim, 

This denied Beckham the space to run 
into with the ball if, that is, it ever occurred 
to himto carry the ball forward. 

Unlike Gascoigne or Zidane, Beckham 
seems unwilling or unable to run at defend- 
ers with the ball which may partly explain 
why he has scored just one goal for England 
in 35 appearances. 

‘L thought he did okay in that role,’ said 
Keegan somewhat grudgingly. 

“You have to remember that it’s really 
hard work in there. 

‘He's got fantastic engine and attitude. 
He can only get better in that position, but he 
requires a run in there.” 

And that, of course, is the crux of the mat- 
ter, Can Keegan afford to lose the quality of 
his crossing from the right and give him time 
to adapt to a central role while England try to 
qualify for the World Cup? 

He deserves another chance in the middle, 
for sure, but I suspect that the Germans 
‘would actually prefer him playing against 
them in midfield than out on the right flank. 

They remember Bayern Munich master- 
ing Beckham when he was given a rare out- 
ing in central midfield in the 1999 
Champions League Final. 

United won 2-1 but Beckham, forced into 
the middle by injuries to Roy Keane and Paul 
Scholes, had an undistinguished match. 

No one knows the secrets of Beckham's 
game better than Sir Alex Ferguson and I'm 
sure that if he believed him to be more effec- 


tive in a central midfield role that’s where he 
would play regularly for United. 

As we saw against France Keegan has no 
qualms about playing men out of position 
but this can be a flawed policy unless, of 
course, a situation is forced on a coach by 
injury. 

In Keegan's case, his continuing problem 
is a shortage of quality English-born players 
which will make him all the more grateful 
that, in Owen, he has a natural predator to 
replace Alan Shearer. 

Owen, irked at his omission from the 
starting line up, scored a classic finisher’s 
goal four minutes from time. He played for 
just 13 minutes and Keegan will omit him 
from the team to play Germany at his peril, 

‘T gaye him my reasons for leaving him 
out and he gave me the perfect answer,’ said 
Keegan, 

‘Afier the disappointment of Euro 2000, 
this was a positive step in the right direction 
with Nicky Barmby, Keiron Dyer and Gareth 
Barry joining Anderton and Cole in staking 
claims for places in Keegan’s starting line-up 
against Germany, or Finland four days later. 

Steve Gerrard, Emile Heskey and, more 
importantly, Chelsea’s Graeme Le Saux may 
be fit to return for the two games that will set 
the tone for England’s qualifying campaign, 

Keegan's scout Dave Sexton watched the 
Germans open their qualifying programme 
with a 2-0 win over Greece in Hamburg. 

“We might have some tough away games 
ahead of us,’ said Keegan. ‘But I don’t think 
we'll meet another team of France’s quality. 

“We've leamed some lessons from Euro 
2000, but we shouldn’t get carried away. We 
regained some self belief. This week has 
been prime time for us.” 

ea 


PAUL SCHOLES LOVES HIS Fil 


‘t has taken Kevin Keegan 18 

months to accept the evidence 

of the last decade of English 
football, But in finally giving Paul 
Scholes the opportunity to play in 
the hole behind a lone striker, 
Keegan may have gone back to 
signpost a brighter future. 

For all the fixation on playing 
with two men up, England’s best 
teams of recent vintage have fea- 
tured split strikers. 

Gary Lineker would never have 
scored 48 goals if he bad not had 
Peter Beardsley as his foil, buzzing 
deep, foraging and fetching, while 
Alan Shearer was at his most effec- 
tive when Teddy Sheringham 
dropped off the front to create space. 

Last summer, Keegan’s inability 
to break free of the two-up mindset 
was costly, The focus on Shearer’s 
aerial power meant England were 
one-dimensional in any event, but 


L. 


IN JOB 


whether he played alongside 
Michael Owen or Emile Heskey, the 
strikers were too frequently isolated. 

Tt was a situation crying out for a 
change in approach, witnessed when 
Scholes moved into a more 
advanced role after Steven Gerrard 
replaced Owen against Germany. 
Briefly — it only Tasted 11 minutes 
before a leg-weary Scholes came 
off, England were able to dictate the 
pace of the game. 

Yet, Keegan could not bring him- 
self to take the step of opting for a 
one-plus-one strikeforce, conceding 
that he had lacked the belief to do 
0. 
If he was looking for proof that 
he should have moved earlier, it 
came with Scholes’ display against 
world and European champions 
France. 

Freed from the necessity of filling 
defensive space in midfield, and 


Paul Scholes: Destructive 
force in a deeper role. 
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given the opportunity to drift into 
areas left unattended, the 
Manchester United man revelled in 
the possibilities of his new role. 

Scholes is not a replica of 
Beardsley, and certainly not of 
Sheringham, but he represents the 
natural inberitor of their tradition, 
and instantly makes England look a 
more cohesive unit, 

‘That it was Andy Cole, rather 
than Owen, who was the spearhead 
was irrelevant. 

‘What mattered was that England, 
at last, appeared attuned to the 
demands of international football 
going forward, asking questions to 
which the French could only provide 
some of the answers. 

Scholes was at the heart of most 
of England’s better moments, prob- 
ing and linking up with Nick 
Barmby and Cole, while also 
demonstrating why he has 10 goals 


in 28 England games by stealing for- 
ward beyond Cole when the moment 
came, 

Owen admitted he would have 
loved the opportunity to feed off 
Scholes’ sleight of foot. 

‘l played up front against 
Southampton last week with the 
man in behind, the role Paul played 
against France, and if you get that 
man on the ball and turning, those 
are the things T dream about,” he 
said. 

‘Vladimir Smicer did it for 
Liverpool. I got on the end of that 
and everybody saw the result with 
my two goals. With Paul it’s the 
oe 

Cole also appreciated the service 
supplied by his Old Trafford team- 
mate, allowing the striker to produce 
his most convincing display in an 
England shirt even if that yearned- 
for first international goal remains 


an elusive target. 

For Keegan, it was clearly a suc- 
cessful experiment and, even if long 
overdue, the move was a positive 
‘one. 

‘The coach said: “At times Paul 
looked as if he could really cause 
them problems, 

“When he drops in there it makes 
that possible and there was some 
nice movement. 

‘T'd like more time to work on it 
but there always has to be a place for 
Paul Scholes in my England side,” 

That place should be playing off 
the front man. Scholes, undemon- 
strative and understated, is not the 
sort to shout the odds, 

But he has rarely looked as com- 
fortable as he did in such exalted 
company in the Stade de France. 

Haying found the solution, 
Keegan must not disregard it. 


tal Madrid sporting 
director Jorge Valdano 
as confirmed that Steve 


McManaman vill stay on at the 
club this season. 

But Valdano, who also ruled out 
the signing of a centre-forward as 
cover for Fernando Morientes, 
warned the English midfielder he 


pitch. 


Liv 
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"Zinedine Zidane: Staying at Juventus. 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Derby County 2 Charlton Athletic 2, Bradford 
City 1 Arsenal 1, Coventry City ( Leeds United 0, 
Ipswich Town 1 Aston Villa 2, Leicester City 1 
Southampton 0, Liverpool 3 Manchester City 2, 
Man, United 3 Sunderland 0, Middlesbrough 1 
Everton 2, Newcastle United 0 Chelsea 0. 


WDLE APs 
1. Man Utd 320143 1 
2. Leicester City 320410 

3117410 

77108 0 

22151078 

Pil leh a 7 

212937 
8 Totenham Hotspur 4 211 7 6 7 
9, Coventry City DT 2 See Tar 
10, Chelsea Sit a Veta 
1. Manchester City 5 2 03 9 12 6 
12. Middlesbrough 5 1229 9 5 
13.Charhton Athletic S 1 2 2 10 11 5 
14, Aston Villa 112) dieses 
15. Bradford City 1 21) 2sasi a5 
16, Derby County 041124 
17. Ipswich Town 113584 
18, Sunderland 113494 
19, Southampton 0) eos 
20. West Ham United 4 0 2 25 8 2 


LEADING SCORERS: 

6 - Michael Owen (Liverpool) 

5 - Francis Jeffers (Everton) 

4 - Thierry Henry (Arsenal), Branko Strupar 
(Derby County) 


ENGLISH FIRST DIVISION 


Fulham 5 Barnsley 1, Birmingham 1 Sheffield 
United 0, Blackburn 3 Nottingham Forest 0, 
Crewe 0 Norwich 0, Crystal Palace 0 Burley 1, 
Grimsby 1 Gillingham 0, Huddersfield 2 Bolton 
3, Portsmouth 1 Watford 3, Queens Park Rangers 
O Preston 0, Sheffield Wednesday 0 Wimbledon 5, 
Stockport 0 West Bromwich 0, Wolverhampton 
Tranmere 2. 
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1. Fulham 
2. Watford 
3. Bolton 
4, Blackbum 
}. Preston 
6. Birmingham 
7. Tranmere 
8, Bumley 
9, Nottingham Forest 
1D. West Bromwich 
11. Wimbledon 
12. Q's Pk Rangers 
1B, Stockport 
14, Sheffield Urited 
15. Barnsley 
16. Crewe 
17. Gillingham 
18. Portsmouth 
19. Wolverhampton 
20. Sheff Wed 
21. 
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ENGLISH SECOND DIVISION 


Bournemouth 1 Port Vale 1 


Bristol City 0 


M QM anaman tO 
has given up the night to protest if 
he finds himself spending more 
time on the bench than on the 


“McManaman won't be leaving 
Real Madrid,” Valdano said after 
Real’s opening day 2-1 victory 
over Valencia, in which the former 


here. 


1 man did not get off the 


ZD, 


this year.” 
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Swindon Town 1, Bury 2 Walsall 0, Cambridge 
United 6 Rotherham United J, Luton town 0- 
Northampton Town 2, Millwall | Swansea City 0, 
Notts County 1 Bristol Roversl, Reading 4 
Brentford 0, Stoke City 3 Peterborough United 0, 
Wigen Athletic 3 Colchester United 1, Wrexham 
3 Oldham Athletic 1, 


ENGLISH THIRD DIVISION 


Barnet 0) Kidderminster Harriers 0, Blackpool 1 
Harlepoo! United 2, Cardiff City 1 Brighton & 
Hove Albion 1, Carlisle United 1 Rochdale 2, 
Cheltenham Town 0 Chesterfield 1, Leyton 
Orient 2 Hull City 2, Macclesfield Town 0 Exeter 
City 2, Mansfield Town 5 Halifax Town 1, 1 
Darlington 0, Southend Utd 2 Plymouth Argyle 2, 
York City 2 Scunthorpe Utd 0. 


SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Aberdeen | St. Johnstone 1, Celtic 3 Hibernian 0, 


United 0, St. Mirren 0 Motherwell 1. 


PWDLE A Ps 
1. Celtic 6 60 0 18 6 1B 
2. Hibernian 751113 4 16 
3. Rangers 641716121 
4, Kilmamock 73439 010 
5. Dundee 6-2 22°99 8 
6. Dunfermline oe Sh AO OES. 
7. Hearts 614148 87 
8. St Johnstone: 61418 87 
9. Aberdeen Gee To 5S 617) 
10. Motherwell Pea 4 SSS 
AJ. St Mirren 6105 4 103 
12, Dundee Utd 60153101 


SCOTTISH FIRST DIVISION 


Airdriconians 2 Alloa Athletic 2, Falkirk 2 Raith 
Rovers 1, Inverness Caly.Th, 1 Clyde 2, 
Livingston 2 Ayr Utd 0, Morton 0 Ross County 1. 


SCOTTISH SECOND DIVISION 


Arbroath 3 Forfar Athletic 4, Berwick Rangers 3 
Clydebank 1, Queen of the South 1 Stranraer 4, 
‘Queen's Park 0 Partick Thistle 1, Stehousemuir 
0 Stisling Albion 2. 


SCOTTISH THIRD DIVISION 


Brechin City 6 Montrose 1, Dumbarton 1 East 
Stirlingshire 2, East Fife 0 Cowdenbeath 2, Elgin 
1 Peterhead 3, Hamilton Academical 0 Albion 
Rovers 2. 


SPANISH PRIMERA LIGA 


Las Palmas 0 Alaves 3, Numancia 1 Real Oviedo 
0, Osasuna 0 Celta Vigo 2, Real Mallorca 1 
Valledotid 1, Villarreal 1 Rayo Vallecano 5, 
Barcelona 2 Malaga , Deportivo Coruna 2 
Athletic Bilbao 0, Real Madrid 2 Valencia 1, Real 
Sociedad 2 Racing Santander 2, Real Zaragoza 1 
Espanyol 2. 


GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 


Hansa Rostock 0 SC Freiburg 0, Energie Cottbus 
2 Eintracht Frankfurt 0, VéB Stuttgart 2 Bayern 
Munich 1, TSV Munich 1860 | Schalke 04 1, 
Cologne 1 Bayer Leverkusen 1, VEL Wolfsburg 2 


stay at R eal 


“He's said that he wants to stay 
c for his place and that's 
something we value at Real 


‘He’s the sort of player we want 


“But we have repeated that he 
won't haye many chances to play 


F _and Juventus _ playmaker 
Zinedine Zidane has signed an exten- 
sion to his contract with the Italian 
club until the end of the 2004/2005 season. 
Zidane was the subject of transfer specula- 
tion throughout the summer with Barcelona and 


NESTAYSON AT WVE 


Real Madrid both being linked with a move for 
the 1998 World Player of the Year. 

“I have signed a contract extension which 
takes me to 2005,” Zidane said on Juventus’s 
official website. “I see no reason why I should 


go elsewhere”, 


Hertha Berlin 1, VfL Bochum 0 Hamburg SV 4, 
Werder Bremen 1 Borussia Dortmund 2, SpVgg 
Untcrhaching 0 Kaiserslautern 0. 


PWDLF APs 
1. Schalke 04 43109020 
2 BayemMunich 4 3 0 1 11 4 9 
3. Borussia Dortmund4 3.0.1 9 5S 9 
4.1860Munich 4 2208 68 
5 HamburgSV 4 2:11:18 77 
6. Bayer Leverkusen 4 21 1 5 5 7 
7 Hertha Berlin 4 2 0 2 10 6 6 
8SCFeibug 41305 1 6 
9, Eintracht Frankfurt 4 20 2 8 6 6 
10. Vil Wolfsburg 4-20.27 6 6 
I. VBSutgat 4 2026 7 6 
12. Cologne 4121645 
13.Kaiserslautem 4 1124 5 4 
14 Werder Bremen 4 103 6 7 3 
15.Energie Coubus 4 1 0 3 4 103 
15. VAL Bochum 4 103 1 I 3 
16, SpVgg Unter. 4 9221 5 2 
18. Hansa Rostock 4 01306 9 1 
LEADING SCORERS 


5 - Ebbe Sand (Schalke 04) Emile Mpenza 
(Schalke 04) Carsten Jancker (Bayern Munich) 

4 - Heiko Herrlich (Borussia Dortmund) Paul 
Agostino (1860 Munich) 

3 - Horst Heldt (Eintracht Frankfurt) Andrzej 
Juskowiak (VEL Wolfsburg) Serge] Barbarez 
(Hamburg SV) Ulf Kirsten (Bayer Leverkusen) 


FRENCH FIRST DIVISION 


‘Toulouse 2 Olympique Marseille 0, Sedan 1 
Monaco 0, Paris St Germain 5 St Etienne 1, 
Olympique Lyon 3 RC Lens 0, AJ Auxerre 2 
Nantes 2, Girondins Bordeaux 0 En Avant 
Guingamp 2, Lille 1 Troyes 2, Rennes 0 Metz 1, 
Strasbourg | Bastia 4. 


1. Bastia 

2. RC Lens 

3, Paris St Germain 
4, Troyes 

5. Metz 

6. Nantes 

7. Lille 

8. Olympique Lyon 
9. Sedan 
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10. Olym. Marseille 
IL AJ Auxerre 

12, St Etienne 

13. Monaco 

14, En Avant Guing. 
15, Stade Rennes 
16, Girondins Bord. 
17. Toulouse 

18, Strasbourg 
LEADING SCORERS 

6 - Laurent Robert (Paris St Germain), Frederic 
Nee (Bastia) 

5 - Nicolas Anelka (Paris St Germain) 

4 - Sladjan Djukic (Troyes), Steve Murlet 
(Olympique Lyon) 


DUTCH FIRST DIVISION 


NEC Nijmegen 1 Utrecht 1, Sparta Rotterdam 3 
RBC Roosendaal 5, Ajax Amsterdam 3 
Groningen 1, Graafschap Doetinchem 4 AZ 
Alkmaar 2, Heerenveen 2 NAC Breda 1, Roda JC 
Kerkrade 2 Twente Enschede 2, Willem If Tilburg 
2 Vitesse Arnhem 2, Feyenoord 3 RKC Waalwijk 
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‘al goalkeeper Gianlui; 
Buffon has strongly reject- 
ed allegations that he has neo- 
Nazi sympathies after a row 
erupted over his shirt number. 
Buffon chose the number 88 as 
his Parma squad number, prompt- 
ing a protest from the Italian 
Maccabi Association who said the 
number was used by neo-Nazi 
‘groups to signify Heil Hitler, as H 
is the eighth letter of the alphabet. 10 
“My family taught me to respect 
others, so for me to have to answer 
these accusations is an insult to 


them. 


to a broken wrist. 


1, Fortuna Sittard 0) PSV Eindhoven 3, 


PWDLEFE A Pts 
LFeyenoord §=9 «3: 3007 2D 
2,NEC Nijmegen 5 2 3 012 8 9 
3.RKC Waalwijk 5 3027 6 9 
4. Ajax Amsterdam 4 2 1 1 8 47 
5. Vitesse Amhem 4 2 1 1 «dL 8 7 
6.PSVEindhoven 4 2118 57 
7, Heerenveen acantets 5 7 
8. RodaJC Kerkrade 4 1 3 0 8 6 6 
9. Willem Tilburg 4 1307 5 6 
10. Graafschap Doct. 4 20 27 6 6 
11, Groningen #12286 135 
12, Utrecht 23211444 
13, Soarta Rotterdam 4 1 1 2 9 12 4 
14. NAC Breda apt 2) nS 4 
15. RBC Rosendaal 4 1 0 3 8 It 3 
16. AZ Alkmaar ihies.$ 925 
17. Twente Enschede 30 2 26 9 2 
18. Fortuna Sittard 3 00 3 0 100 


BELGIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Club Bruges 3 La Louviere 0, Eendracht Aalst 2 
Lokeren 2, Harelbeke 3 Germinal Beerschot 0, 
Beveren 2 Genk 0, Charleroi 2 Lierse 0, Antwerp 
( Anderlecht 3, Sin-Truiden 1 Excelsior 
Mouscron 4, Westerlo 0 Ghent 0, Mechelen (0 
Standard Liege 4. 


PWDLF APs 
LClub Bruges 5-5 (0 0 18 4 15 
2. Anderlecht 541017 4 13 
3. Excelsior Mouscron5 4 0 1 15 4 12 
4, Charleroi 5401128 12 
5. Westerlo geoel Ur 5 0 
6.Ghent 5311109 0 
7. Lierse $302749 
8.Sundard Liege 5 30211 8 9 
9, Lokeren Steel 8 TS 
10. Germinal Beer, 5 20 3 6 8 6 
11. Beveren §20349 6 
12, Genk ue 24? oy Ts 
13. Harelbeke 51138134 
14, Antwerp SG §- 73 
15.SintTruiden «55 023 4 9 2 
16.LaLowiee 5 0 232 13 2 
17.Eendracht Aalst $5 0 14 5 14 1 
18. Mechelen 50144 141 


PORTUGUESE PREMIER LEAGUE 


Beira Mar 2 Belenenses 2, Aves 2 
‘Campomaiorense 2, Salgueiros | Maritimo 0, Gil 
Vicente 0 Farense 0, Estrela Amadora 0 Boavista 
0, Uniao Leiria 1 Benfica 1, Porto 2 Pacos 
Ferreira 1, Braga 3 Sporting 2. 
PWD 


1, Braga 

2. Salgueiros 

3, Boavista 

4, Belenenses: 

5, Sporting 

6. Porto 

7. Maritimo 

8. Benfica 

9. Uniao Leiria 

10, Farense 

UL Pacos Ferreira 
12. Gil Vicente 

13, Campomaiorense 
14, Alverca 

15, Aves 

16. Beira Mar 

17. Estrela Amadora 3 
18, Vitoria Guimaraes 2 ~ 0 
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“J was taught about the holo- 
caust and anti-semitism and to be. 
accused of such sympathies horri- 
fies and hurts me,” added the goal- 
keeper, who missed Euro 2000 due 


Buffon 
said he had 
no idea of 
the num- 
ber’s use by 
neo-Nazis 
and offered 
to choose 
another 
number if 
his choice 
continued ae 
wren Gianluigi Buffon 

“Jam ready to change the shirt if 
it continues to cause problems for 
the Jewish community.” 

‘The accusations against Buffon 
follow a row over a T-shirt he wore, 
last season bearing the message 
"Death to those who surrender”, a 
slogan with fascist connotations in 
Ttaly. 


ROMANIAN FIRST DIVISION 


FCM Bacau | Ceahtail Piatra Neamt 0, Steaua 
Bucharest 1 Brasov 0, Arges Pitesti 1 Petrolul 
Ploiesti 0, Otelul Galati 2 Rocar Bucharest 1, 
Rapid Bucharest 1 Gloria Bistrita 0, National 
Bucharest 5 Foresta Falticeni 0. 

ly D 


1. Steaua Bucharest 5 
2. UniversitateaC = 4 
3. FCM Bacau 5 
4, Brasov 5 
i 
td 
es 
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5. Otelul Galati 

6. Arges Pitesti 

7. Rocar Bucharest 

8. Rapid Bucharest 

9, Petrolul Ploiesti 5 
10. Foresta Falticeni 5 
11. Gaz Metan Medias 
12, National Bucharest5 
13. Dinamo Bucharest 4 
14, Gloria Bistrita 5 
15, Astra Ploiesti 4 
16, Ceahlaul P Neamt 5 


CROATIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Sibesik 1 Slaven Belupo 0, Hiry. Dragovoljac 3 
Varteks 1, Dinamo 0 Osijek 1, Rijeka 0 Hajduk 0, 
Cibalia 1 Marsonia 1, Cakovec 1 Zagreb 1. 
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PWD A Pts 
1. Dinamo 641 4B 
2.HrvDragovoljac 6 3 2 4 
3, Hajduk 632 au 
4, Osijek 632 9 
5, Zagreb 631 1210 
6. Sibenik 630 79 
7. Cakovec 6 2 98 
8. Varteks 6 i 4 97 
9. Rijeka 6 43 56 
10. Slaven Belupo 6 1 2 8 5 
11. Cibalia 604 124 
12, Marsonia 6 15 ut 


YUGOSLAV FIRST DIVISIO! 


Cukaricii Belgrade 0 Obilic Belgrade 1, Sartid 
‘Smederevo | Radnicki Nis Heznik Belgrade 0 
‘OFK Beograd Belgrade 0, Milicionar Belgrade 0 
Vojvodina Novi Sad 2, Radnicki Kragujevac 1 
Partizan Belgrade 3, Buducnost Podgorica 2 
Hajduk Kula 0, Zeta Golubovei 3 Rad Belgrade 0, 
Napredak Krusevac 1 Zemun Belgrade 1, Red 
Star Belgrade 3 Sutjeska Niksic 1. 


Pw 
1. Red Star Belgrade 4 
2, Vojvodina Novi 
3, Partizan Belgrade 
4. Obilic Belgrade 
5, Zeta Golubovei 
6. OFK Beograd 
7. Zeleznik Belgrade 
8. Sartid Smederevo 
9. Zemun Belgrade 
10, Hajdak Kula 
11, Cukaricki Belg 
12, Buducnost Pode 
13, Sutjeska Niksic 
14. Milicionar Bel 
15, Napredak Kru 
16, Radnicki Kragu 
17. Radnicki Nis 
18, Rad Belgrade 
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PACA DRMAN AEH MEO Ne 
CNUs SRR RRUUIINOCERF 


AUSTRALIA’S OLYMPIC TEAM 


